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(54)  Stamped  earring  with  insert  portion 

(57)  A  piece  of  jewelry  (30)  has  inner  and  outer 
stamped  shells  (12,14)  which  are  normally  meant  to  be 
soldered  to  each  other  to  form  a  piece  of  hollow  jewelry 
such  as  a  Creole  earring  (30).  An  insert  (40)  extends 
along  at  least  the  outer  edges  of  the  shells  to  produce  a 
new  piece  of  jewelry  using  the  shells.  The  outer  surface 
of  the  insert  member  may  be  ornamented  and  also  may 
include  stones,  and  may  be  cast,  stamped,  wire  or  rib- 
bon  stock. 
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Description 

FIELD  AND  BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

[0001]  The  present  invention  relates,  in  general,  to  s 
jewelry  and,  in  particular,  to  a  new  and  useful  piece  of 
jewelry  which  is  made  from  two  stamped  metal  portions 
that  are  attached  to  each  other  with  an  elongated  insert 
therebetween,  which  extends  at  least  around  the  outer 
perimeter  of  the  piece  of  jewelry.  10 
[0002]  So-called  "Creole"  or  "shrimp"  jewelry  and,  in 
particular,  earrings  are  known.  These  earrings  are 
made  from  a  pair  of  stamped  metal  parts  which  are  sol- 
dered  to  each  other  to  form  a  closed  hollow  structure. 
The  stamped  parts  are  made  from  initially  flat  sheets  of  is 
metal  such  as  silver,  gold  or  other  metal  which  is  appro- 
priate  for  use  in  jewelry.  The  metal  sheets  are  placed 
between  the  dies  of  a  stamping  machine  which  are 
moved  against  each  other  under  pressure.  This  simulta- 
neously  cuts  the  sheets  to  shape  and  forms  them  into  a  20 
three-dimensional  pattern  having  an  outer  convex  sur- 
face  and  an  inner  concave  surface,  with  or  without  sur- 
face  ornamentation.  Two  of  these  stampings,  which  can 
be  thought  of  as  shells,  are  then  soldered  to  each  other 
around  their  perimeter  to  form  a  closed  hollow  shape.  25 
Catches,  posts,  hoops  or  hooks  can  then  be  soldered  to 
the  upper  end  of  the  structure  so  that  it  can  be  attached 
to  an  ear  to  form  an  earring  or  other  attachments  can  be 
used  to  form  the  piece  into  a  pin,  pendant  or  other  suit- 
able  piece  of  jewelry.  30 
[0003]  The  front  and  rear  shells  may  be  the  same  or 
different.  In  either  case,  for  an  earring,  the  broad  sur- 
face  of  the  shell  is  visible  when  the  person  wearing  the 
earring  is  viewed  from  the  side.  When  the  person  is 
viewed  from  the  front,  only  the  side  edge  of  the  earring  35 
is  visible,  which  is  generally  narrow  and  exposes  the 
attached  edge  between  the  front  and  rear  shells.  Fur- 
ther,  for  a  particular  set  of  dies,  only  one  Creole  or 
shrimp  earring  style  can  be  made. 
[0004]  Referring  to  Figs.  1  and  2  which  illustrate  the  40 
prior  art,  a  Creole  earring  generally  designated  10  has  a 
front  shell  12  which  is  soldered  to  a  rear  shell  14  at  a 
peripheral  edge  1  6  that  extends  around  each  shell  and 
mates  with  each  other  at  a  central  plane.  Either  the  front 
shell  as  shown  in  Fig.  1  or  both  the  front  and  rear  shells  45 
can  include  surface  ornamentation  18  which  are  shaped 
by  the  die  and  may  rise  above  or  fall  below  the  median 
surface  of  the  shell.  Each  shell  has  a  concave  inner  sur- 
face  shown  for  example  at  12a  in  Fig.  2,  and  a  convex 
outer  surface  12b.  Each  shell  also  has  an  outer  periph-  so 
eral  edge  shown  at  16a  in  Fig.  1  and  an  inner  edge  16b 
which  meet  each  other  at  upper  opposite  ends  1  6c  and 
16d  of  the  earring  shown  in  Fig.  1.  Mounting  hardware 
is  attached,  preferably  by  soldering,  to  the  piece  of  jew- 
elry  formed  by  the  soldered  together  shells.  In  Figs.  1  ss 
and  2,  this  hardware  includes  a  catch  20  soldered  to 
one  end  16d  of  the  connected  shells,  and  a  post  22  sol- 
dered  to  the  other  end  16c. 

[0005]  As  noted  above,  however,  only  a  single  piece 
of  jewelry  can  be  made  with  a  set  of  dies.  If  the  dies 
form  two  different  shells  12  and  14  which  have  edges  16 
that  are  identical,  and  lie  in  a  flat  plane,  then  two  or 
three  styles  of  earrings  can  be  made  by  mixing  and 
matching  the  shells.  In  general,  however,  the  selections 
are  very  limited  despite  the  fact  that  the  dies  can  be  very 
expensive  and  it  is  desirable  for  a  jewelry  manufacturer 
to  produce  many  different  styles  of  jewelry. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

[0006]  An  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  enhance 
the  usefulness  of  stampings  normally  used  for  Creole  or 
shrimp  jewelry,  in  particular,  earrings,  by  providing  a 
specially  constructed  insert  member  which  can  be  sol- 
dered  between  a  pair  of  shells  to  produce  a  new  piece 
of  jewelry  which  has  a  very  different  look. 
[0007]  Another  advantage  of  the  invention  is  that  the 
jewelry  is  provided  with  a  broader,  more  decorative 
appearance  when  the  wearer  is  viewed  from  the  front.  In 
other  words,  the  jewelry  has  one  look  when  the  wearer 
is  viewed  from  the  side  (and  thus  sees  the  broad  usual 
shape  for  the  Creole  earring)  and  another  look  when  the 
wearer  is  viewed  from  the  front,  which  exposes  the 
edges  of  the  front  and  rear  shells  but  also  presents  the 
insert  member. 
[0008]  According  to  the  present  invention,  the  insert 
member  can  be  further  ornamented  with  surface  orna- 
mentations  and/or  with  stones  or  other  ornamentations. 
While  the  front  and  rear  shells  are  advantageously 
stamped,  the  insert  member  may  be  stamped,  cast, 
wire,  ribbon  or  any  other  elongated  structure.  The  insert 
member  can  also  be  structured  to  extend  only  around 
the  outer  edge  of  the  shells  or  around  both  the  outer  and 
inner  edges  of  the  shells. 
[0009]  In  the  case  where  only  the  outer  edge  of  the 
shells  carry  the  insert,  the  inner  edges  can  be  left 
spaced  apart  or  be  bent  toward  each  other  and  sol- 
dered  closed. 
[0010]  In  another  embodiment  of  the  invention,  the 
insert  is  constructed  to  extend  around  the  entire  outer 
and  inner  edges  of  the  perimeter  of  the  shells. 
[0011]  In  a  still  further  embodiment  of  the  invention, 
the  edges  of  the  front  and  rear  shells  need  not  be 
exactly  identical  to  each  other  but  instead,  may  be 
slightly  different  from  each  other  with  the  space  being 
spanned  by  the  insert  member  which  is  shaped  to  have 
an  outer  front  edge  corresponding  to  the  edge  of  the 
front  shell  and  an  outer  rear  edge  corresponding  to  the 
edge  of  the  rear  shell. 
[0012]  As  with  known  Creole  or  shrimp  earrings,  the 
edges  are  attached  to  each  other  using  soldering  or  any 
other  appropriate  attachment  mechanism  known  in  the 
art  of  jewelry  making. 
[0013]  Although  in  one  embodiment  of  the  invention, 
the  elongated  insert  member  has  a  constant  width 
along  its  entire  length,  insert  members  having  varying 
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width  can  also  be  used.  For  example,  the  insert  may 
have  a  narrow  width  near  one  end  which  attaches  the 
inner  and  outer  shells  to  each  other  to  one  end  of  the 
shells.  Near  the  middle,  the  insert  member  expands  and 
then  near  the  opposite  end,  the  insert  member  is  5 
reduced  again  in  width.  This  produces  a  somewhat 
wedge  shape  effect  in  the  earring  which  further 
changes  the  appearance  of  the  earring  despite  the  fact 
that  the  same  dies  are  used  to  make  the  same  inner  and 
outer  shells.  ro 
[0014]  In  another  embodiment  a  piece  of  jewelry  com- 
prises  an  outer  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  away  from  a 
wearer,  the  outer  shell  having  an  inner  generally  con- 
cave  surface,  an  outer  generally  convex  surface,  and  a 
first  mating  edge  lying  along  a  first  mating  surface;  15 

[001  5]  The  mounting  may  comprise  an  earring  post.  In 
which  case  and  where  the  piece  of  jewelry  is  U-shaped 
and  has  opposite  ends,  the  post  may  be  connected  to 
one  of  the  opposite  ends  and  the  mounting  include  a 
catch  connected  to  the  other  of  the  opposite  ends. 
[0016]  The  insert  member  may  have  a  constant,  or 
varying,  width  along  its  length. 
[0017]  The  inner  shell,  the  outer  shell  and  the  insert 
member  may  all  be  made  of  precious  metal. 
[0018]  The  inner  and  outer  shells  may  both  be  made 
of  precious  metal. 
[001  9]  In  another  embodiment  a  piece  of  jewelry  com- 
prises  an  outer  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  away  from  a 
wearer,  the  outer  shell  having  an  inner  generally  con- 
cave  surface,  an  outer  generally  convex  surface,  and  a 
first  mating  edge  lying  along  a  first  mating  surface; 

an  elongated  member  having  a  first  attachment 
side  extending  along  and  connected  to  at  least  part 
of  the  first  mating  surface,  and  an  opposite  second 
attachment  side  extending  along  and  connected  to 
at  least  part  of  the  second  mating  edge  for  connect- 
ing  the  inner  and  outer  shells  to  the  insert  member 
and  to  each  other;  and 
a  mounting  connected  to  at  least  one  of  the  inner 
shell,  the  outer  shell  and  the  insert  member  for 
mounting  the  piece  of  jewelry  to  the  wearer. 

[0020]  In  this  embodiment  the  inner  and  outer  shells 
may  each  be  substantially  U-shaped,  the  first  and  sec- 
ond  mating  edges  having  outer  and  inner  portions,  the 
insert  member  extending  at  least  along  outer  portions  of 
the  first  and  second  edges. 
[0021  ]  The  various  features  of  novelty  which  charac- 
terize  the  invention  are  pointed  out  with  particularity  in 
the  claims  annexed  to  and  forming  a  part  of  this  disclo- 
sure.  For  a  better  understanding  of  the  invention,  its 
operating  advantages  and  specific  objects  attained  by 
its  uses,  reference  is  made  to  the  accompanying  draw- 
ings  and  descriptive  matter  in  which  a  preferred  embod- 
iment  of  the  invention  is  illustrated. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

[0022] 

Fig.  1  is  a  front  elevational  view  of  a  known  Creole 
earring,  that  is,  the  view  of  the  earring  that  is  visible 
at  the  side  of  the  wearer; 
Fig.2  is  a  sectional  view  taken  along  line  2-2  of 
Fig.1  ; 
Fig.  3  is  an  exploded  view  of  an  embodiment  of  the 
present  invention; 
Fig.  4  is  a  front  elevational  view  of  the  embodiment 
of  Fig.  3; 
Fig.  5  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  the  embodiment 
of  Fig.  3,  that  is,  the  view  that  would  be  visible  when 
facing  a  person  wearing  the  earring; 
Fig.  6  is  an  exploded  perspective  view  of  another 
embodiment  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  7  is  a  front  elevational  view  of  one  embodiment 
of  an  insert  member  according  to  the  present  inven- 
tion; 
Fig.  8  is  a  front  elevational  view  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  the  insert  member  according  to  the  present 
invention; 
Fig.  9  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  10  is  a  perspective  view  of  the  embodiment  of 
Fig.  9;  and 
Fig.  1  1  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  a  still  further 
embodiment  of  the  present  invention. 

an  inner  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  adjacent  the 
wearer,  the  inner  stamped  shell  having  an  inner 
surface,  an  outer  surface,  and  a  second  mating 
edge  lying  along  a  second  mating  surface,  the  first  20 
and  second  mating  edges  and  the  first  and  second 
mating  surfaces  corresponding  to  each  other  in 
shape  and  length  so  that  if  the  first  and  second 
shells  were  attached  to  each  other  along  the  first 
and  second  mating  surfaces,  a  closed  piece  of  jew-  25 
elry  would  result; 
an  insert  member  having  a  first  attachment  side 
extending  along  and  connected  to  at  least  part  of 
the  first  mating  surface,  and  an  opposite  second 
attachment  side  extending  along  and  connected  to  30 
at  least  part  of  the  second  mating  edge  for  connect- 
ing  the  inner  and  outer  shells  to  the  insert  member 
and  to  each  other;  and 
a  mounting  connected  to  at  least  one  of  the  inner 
shell,  the  outer  shell  and  the  insert  member  for  35 
mounting  the  piece  of  jewelry  to  the  wearer. 

40 

45 

50 

I  mating  edge  lying  along  a  first  mating  surface; 

an  inner  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  adjacent  the  55 
wearer,  the  inner  stamped  shell  having  an  inner 
surface,  an  outer  surface,  and  a  second  mating 
edge  lying  along  a  second  mating  surface; 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED  EMBODI- 
MENTS 

[0023]  Referring  to  the  drawings  in  particular,  the 
invention  embodied  therein,  in  Figs.  3,  4  and  5,  com-  s 
prises  an  enhanced  piece  of  jewelry  in  the  form  of  a  Cre- 
ole  earring  generally  designated  30,  which  has  a  front 
surface,  viewed  when  looking  at  the  side  of  a  wearer, 
made  of  the  front  shell  12,  and  a  rear  surface  which  is 
worn  against  the  wearer's  body,  in  the  case  of  an  ear-  w 
ring  against  the  wearer's  neck,  made  of  the  inner  shell 
1  4.  When  the  wearer  is  viewed  from  the  front,  however, 
an  insert  member  40  is  visible  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  invention,  is  fixed  between  the  mating  surfaces 
of  the  inner  and  outer  shells  1  2  and  1  4,  advantageously  15 
by  soldering  or  by  any  other  conventional  means. 
[0024]  In  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  the 
insert  40,  as  best  shown  in  Fig.  3,  has  a  first  attachment 
side  or  edge  42  which  corresponds  in  shape  and 
extends  along  at  least  part  of  the  first  mating  edge  12c  20 
of  the  outer  shell  1  2,  so  that  attachment  side  or  edge  42 
can  be  soldered  along  mating  edge  12c.  In  likewise 
fashion,  insert  member  40  has  an  opposite  inner  attach- 
ment  side  or  edge  44  which  extends  along  and  is  con- 
nected  to  at  least  part  of  the  second  mating  edge  1  4c  of  25 
the  inner  shell  14.  As  with  the  prior  art,  both  shells  12 
and  14  have  inner,  generally  concave  surfaces  12a,  14a 
and  generally  convex  outer  surfaces  12b,  14b.  The  term 
"generally"  is  used  since  surface  ornamentation  18 
shown  in  Fig.  1  can  be  sufficiently  deep  so  that  there  are  30 
some  inwardly  extending  projections  and  some  out- 
wardly  facing  indentations  in  the  inner  and  outer  sur- 
faces  of  the  shells. 
[0025]  As  with  the  prior  art,  the  outer  shell  1  2  is  meant 
to  be  worn  away  from  the  wearer,  while  the  inner  shell  35 
1  4  is  meant  to  be  worn  adjacent  the  wearer. 
[0026]  The  appearance  of  the  insert  may  be  further 
enhanced  by  providing  surface  ornamentation  on  the 
insert  member  or  even  by  adding  stones  such  as  stones 
50,  which  are  attached  to  and  spaced  along  the  elon-  40 
gated  insert  member  40.  For  this  purpose,  holes  or 
recesses  52  may  be  provided  which  help  attach  the 
stones  according  to  known  techniques  for  mounting 
stones  to  metal  members. 
[0027]  While  the  shells  1  2  and  1  4  are  advantageously  45 
stamped  from  metal,  in  particular  precious  metal,  the 
insert  40  may  be  stamped,  cast,  rolled,  wire  stock,  rib- 
bon  stock  or  any  other  elongated  metallic  or  non-metal- 
lic  structure  which  can  be  attached  to  the  inner  and 
outer  shells  and  can  serve  as  ornamentation  for  jewelry,  so 
[0028]  Although  an  earring  in  shown  in  the  embodi- 
ment  of  Figs.  3-5,  any  arbitrary  mounting  can  be  used, 
aside  from  the  catch  and  post  20,  22,  and  attached 
either  to  the  inner  shell,  the  outer  shell  or  the  insert 
member.  In  the  embodiment  of  Fig.  3,  the  catch  and  ss 
post  are  attached  to  opposite  ends  of  the  insert  mem- 
ber.  As  best  shown  in  Fig.  7,  the  insert  member,  which 
is  shown  without  stones,  can  be  substantially  U-shaped 

to  correspond  to  the  U-shaped  outer  edge  of  the  inner 
and  outer  shells.  Fig.  8  illustrates  another  embodiment 
of  the  insert  member  41  which  has  inner  and  outer 
members  that  are  engaged  to  each  other  to  form  a 
closed  loop,  and  can  be  attached  between  the  inner  and 
outer  shells  along  the  entire  periphery  of  the  first  and 
second  mating  edges. 
[0029]  For  the  present  invention  to  take  advantage  of 
pre-existing  dies,  the  front  and  rear  attachment  sides  42 
and  44  must  lie  parallel  to  the  respective  first  and  sec- 
ond  mating  surfaces  in  which  the  first  and  second  mat- 
ing  edges  12c,  14c  lie.  Although  in  the  preferred 
embodiment  of  the  invention,  all  of  these  surfaces  are 
flat  planar  surfaces,  this  is  not  a  limitation  of  the  inven- 
tion.  In  other  words,  the  surfaces  may  be  curved  or  dif- 
ferently  shaped,  as  long  as  when  the  surfaces  are 
brought  together,  they  mate  perfectly. 
[0030]  Fig.  6  illustrates  another  embodiment  of  the 
invention  where  the  inner  and  outer  shells  62,  64  have 
outer  closed  edges.  Although  the  embodiment  of  Fig.  6 
shows  an  inner  hole  extending  through  both  shells,  and 
a  bounding  edge  66  which  is  spaced  inwardly  of  the 
outer  closed  edge  68,  the  present  invention  is  meant  to 
include  a  solid  shell  which  has  no  central  hole. 
[0031]  In  the  embodiment  of  Fig.  6,  the  insert  70, 
which  is  advantageously  cast,  is  in  the  form  of  a  closed 
loop  which  has  inner  and  outer  surfaces  that  can  be  sol- 
dered  against  the  outer  edges  of  the  inner  and  outer 
shells  62,  64.  The  inner  edges  may  be  left  in  a  spaced 
apart  condition  or  may  be  bent  toward  each  other  and 
either  soldered  to  each  other  or  left  unsoldered.  In  an 
alternate  embodiment,  an  inner  insert  74  can  be  sol- 
dered  between  the  inner  edges  of  the  inner  and  outer 
shells. 
[0032]  A  mounting  shown  in  the  form  of  a  simple  loop 
72  can  be  attached,  for  example,  by  soldering  to  the 
outer  shell  62,  the  outer  insert  70  or  the  inner  shell  64, 
as  desired.  Although  inserts  70  and  74  are  shown  unor- 
namented,  surface  ornamentation  and  ornaments  such 
as  stones  may  be  provided  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention.  To  form  a  pin,  a  pin  member  can  be 
attached  to  the  inner  shell  64.  As  with  the  other  embod- 
iments  of  the  present  invention,  both  shells  62  and  64 
have  inner  generally  concave  surfaces  and  outer  gener- 
ally  convex  surfaces,  and  would  normally  be  attached  to 
each  other  along  a  common  mating  plane. 
[0033]  Fig.  9  illustrates  another  embodiment  of  the 
invention  where  outer  shell  12  is  connected  to  inner 
shell  14  by  an  insert  member  80  which  is  made  of  ini- 
tially  flat  sheet  metal  that  has  been  bent  into  a  U-shape 
and  stamped  having  an  outwardly  convex  shape.  As 
best  shown  in  Fig.  10,  the  inner  mated  edges  16d  of  the 
inner  and  outer  shells  have  been  bent  toward  each 
other  and  may  be  soldered  to  each  other  or  left  unsol- 
dered.  Thus,  only  the  outer  edges  16a  are  spaced  from 
each  other  by  the  intermediate  insert  member  80.  The 
embodiment  of  Figs.  9  and  10  also  illustrate  that  the 
insert  member,  while  being  elongated  to  extend  around 
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at  least  part  of  the  mating  edges  of  the  inner  and  outer 
shells,  may  have  a  varying  width. 
[0034]  Fig.  1  1  shows  an  embodiment  of  the  invention 
where  the  inner  and  outer  Creole  shells  12  and  14  are 
connected  to  each  other  by  an  intermediate  wire  stock 
90.  The  wire  stock  may  be  soldered  between  the  mating 
surfaces  on  only  the  outer  edges  of  the  shells  or  on  both 
the  outer  and  inner  edges  of  the  shells. 
[0035]  Returning  to  Fig.  3,  in  Fig.  3,  the  insert  40  is 
itself  a  stamping,  in  particular,  an  initially  flat  ribbon 
which  as  been  stamped  to  have  a  cross-section  in  the 
form  of  a  U-shaped  channel. 
[0036]  Although  in  the  illustrated  embodiments,  both 
the  inner  and  outer  shells  have  convex  outer  surfaces, 
the  present  invention  is  meant  to  include  the  possibility 
of  one  of  the  shells,  in  general,  the  inner  shell  being 
substantially  flat,  or  even  having  an  inner  convex  and  an 
outer  concave  contour,  but  less  convex  than  the  inner 
surface  of  the  outer  shell  to  permit  the  two  shells  to  be 
attached  to  each  other  along  the  mutual  mating  surface. 
[0037]  While  a  specific  embodiment  of  the  invention 
has  been  shown  and  described  in  detail  to  illustrate  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  the  invention,  it  will  be 
understood  that  the  invention  may  be  embodied  other- 
wise  without  departing  from  such  principles. 

Claims 

1  .  A  piece  of  jewelry,  comprising: 

an  outer  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  away  from  a 
wearer,  the  outer  shell  having  an  inner  gener- 
ally  concave  surface,  an  outer  generally  convex 
surface,  and  a  first  mating  edge  lying  along  a 
first  mating  surface; 
an  inner  stamped  shell  to  be  worn  adjacent  the 
wearer,  the  inner  stamped  shell  having  an  inner 
surface,  an  outer  surface,  and  a  second  mating 
edge  lying  along  a  second  mating  surface,  the 
first  and  second  mating  edges  and  the  first  and 
second  mating  surfaces  corresponding  to  each 
other  in  shape  and  length  so  that  if  the  first  and 
second  shells  were  attached  to  each  other 
along  the  first  and  second  mating  surfaces,  a 
closed  piece  of  jewelry  would  result; 
an  insert  member  having  a  first  attachment 
side  extending  along  and  connected  to  at  least 
part  of  the  first  mating  surface,  and  an  opposite 
second  attachment  side  extending  along  and 
connected  to  at  least  part  of  the  second  mating 
edge  for  connecting  the  inner  and  outer  shells 
to  the  insert  member  and  to  each  other;  and 
a  mounting  connected  to  at  least  one  of  the 
inner  shell,  the  outer  shell  and  the  insert  mem- 
ber  for  mounting  the  piece  of  jewelry  to  the 
wearer. 

2.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the 

inner  and  outer  shells  are  each  substantially  U- 
shaped,  the  first  and  second  mating  edges  having 
outer  and  inner  portions,  the  insert  member  extend- 
ing  only  along  outer  portions  of  the  first  and  second 

5  edges. 

3.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the 
inner  and  outer  shells  are  each  substantially  U- 
shaped,  the  first  and  second  mating  edges  having 

10  outer  and  inner  portions,  the  insert  member  extend- 
ing  along  both  the  inner  and  outer  portions. 

4.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the 
insert  member  comprises  an  elongated  stamping, 

15  sheet,  ribbon,  wire  or  casting. 

5.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  4,  including  at 
least  one  stone  attached  to  an  outer  surface  of  the 
insert  member. 

20 
6.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the 

first  and  second  mating  edges  are  closed,  the  insert 
member  extending  around  the  closed  mating 
edges. 

25 
7.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  6,  wherein  the 

first  and  second  shells  include  an  opening  there- 
through  defining  a  pair  of  inner  mating  edges. 

30  8.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  7,  wherein  the 
inner  and  outer  shells  are  bent  to  move  the  inner 
mating  edges  toward  each  other. 

9.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  7,  including  a 
35  second  insert  member  extending  along  and  con- 

nected  to  said  inner  mating  edges. 

1  0.  A  piece  of  jewelry  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the 
mounting  comprises  an  earring  post. 
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