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(54)  A  cabinet,  in  particular  a  filing  cabinet 

(57)  A  metal  cabinet,  in  particular  a  filing  cabinet, 
which  is  characterized  in  that  walls  of  the  cabinet  are 
detachably  interconnected  in  that  the  walls  are  pro- 
vided,  at  least  along  part  of  their  sides,  with  clampingly 
co-operating,  profiled  edges.  The  walls  are  made  up  of 
two  side  walls  and  a  rear  wall,  or  of  an  inside  panel  and 
an  outside  panel.  In  particular,  at  least  one  of  the  pro- 
filed  edges  has  a  substantially  rectangular  cross-sec- 
tion,  or  a  substantially  L-shaped  cross-section. 
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Description 

[0001  ]  The  invention  relates  to  a  metal  cabinet,  in  par- 
ticular  a  filing  cabinet.  The  invention  furthermore  relates 
to  a  method  for  manufacturing  said  metal  cabinet.  s 
[0002]  A  metal  cabinet  of  this  kind,  in  particular  in  the 
form  of  a  filing  cabinet  for  a  desk,  is  generally  known. 
The  known  desk  filing  cabinet  is  made  of  steel  walls  in  a 
workshop,  where  it  is  subsequently  assembled,  after 
which  distribution  takes  place  to  locations  where  further  10 
manufacturing  operations  are  carried  out. 
[0003]  Consequently,  one  drawback  of  the  known 
metal  cabinet  is  the  fact  that  it  occupies  relatively  much 
space  in  assembled  condition  during  transport,  which 
considerably  adds  to  the  cost,  in  particular  as  regards  is 
distribution/storage. 
[0004]  The  objective  of  the  invention  is  to  provide  a 
metal  cabinet,  in  particular  a  filing  cabinet,  which  can  be 
transported  and  stored  in  an  efficient  manner,  and  in 
order  to  accomplish  that  objective,  a  metal  cabinet  of  20 
the  kind  referred  to  in  the  introduction  is  characterized  in 
that  walls  of  the  cabinet  are  detachably  interconnected 
in  that  the  walls  are  provided,  at  least  along  part  of  their 
sides,  with  clampingly  cooperating,  profiled  edges. 
More  in  particular,  the  walls  are  thereby  made  up  of  two  25 
side  walls  and  a  rear  wall,  or  of  an  inside  panel  and  an 
outside  panel.  This  makes  it  possible  to  transport/store 
the  walls  of  the  cabinet  separately,  which  enables  an 
efficient  transport/storage  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
amount  of  space  that  is  occupied.  30 
[0005]  In  one  preferred  embodiment  of  the  cabinet 
according  to  the  invention,  at  least  one  of  said  profiled 
edges  has  a  substantially  rectangular  cross-section  or  a 
substantially  L-shaped  cross-section.  This  will  be 
explained  in  more  detail  as  yet  with  reference  to  the  35 
drawing. 
[0006]  In  another  preferred  embodiment  of  a  cabinet 
according  to  the  invention,  opposite  walls  are  intercon- 
nected  by  means  of  at  least  one  detachable  connecting 
member.  Said  connecting  member  is  provided,  in  partic-  40 
ular  on  end,  with  projecting  lips  which  co-operate 
clampingly  with  the  recesses  which  are  provided  in  said 
opposite  walls.  All  this  adds  to  the  stiffness  of  the  metal 
cabinet.  Preferably,  the  connecting  member  has  a  U- 
shaped  cross-section,  which  makes  it  possible  to  fit  cas-  45 
tors  to  the  underside  of  the  filing  cabinet  at  that  location. 
[0007]  In  another  preferred  embodiment  of  a  cabinet 
according  to  the  invention,  said  cabinet  is  mirror  sym- 
metric,  seen  from  its  central  longitudinal  plane.  This 
makes  for  a  quick  and  reliable  assembly,  since  a  so 
mechanic  does  not  need  to  distinguish  between  the 
"upper  side"  and  the  "underside"  of  the  cabinet. 
[0008]  The  invention  furthermore  relates  to  a  wall  or 
an  connecting  member  which  is  obviously  suitable  for 
use  in  a  metal  cabinet,  as  well  as  to  a  method  for  man-  55 
ufacturing  said  cabinet.  With  the  method  according  to 
the  invention,  walls  of  the  cabinet  are  detachably  inter- 
connected  in  that  profiled  edges  clampingly  cooperate 

along  at  least  part  of  the  sides  of  said  walls.  More  in  par- 
ticular,  said  profiled  edges  are  slid  one  into  another 
thereby. 
[0009]  The  invention  will  be  explained  in  more  detail 
hereafter  with  reference  to  the  figures  illustrated  in  a 
drawings  of  a  preferred  embodiment  of  a  desk  filing  cab- 
inet  according  to  the  invention,  wherein: 

Figures  1  and  2  are  schematic  views  of  a  first  vari- 
ant  of  a  desk  filing  cabinet,  showing  said  cabinet  in, 
respectively,  assembled  and  disassembled  condi- 
tion; 
Figure  3  is  a  detail  of  Figure  2; 
Figures  4  and  5  are  schematic  views  of  a  second 
variant  of  a  desk  filing  cabinet,  showing  said  cabi- 
net  in,  respectively,  assembled  and  disassembled 
condition;  and 
Figure  6  schematically  shows  a  detail  of  Figure  5  in 
perspective  view  and  in  plan  view. 

[0010]  Figures  1  and  2  show  a  desk  filing  cabinet 
according  to  the  invention,  comprising  a  rear  wall  1  and 
two  side  walls  2,  3.  The  side  walls  2,  3  each  comprise 
an  internal  panel  4  and  an  external  panel  5.  Rear  wall  1 
is  provided  on  both  cross  sides  with  a  profiled  edge  6 
having  a  substantially  L-shaped  cross-section,  with  pro- 
filed  edge  6  being  slightly  flanged  at  its  end  so  as  to 
form  a  hook-shaped  end  7  (Figure  3).  The  two  external 
panels  5  are  each  provided  on  one  of  their  cross  sides 
with  a  profiled  edge  8  having  a  substantially  rectangular 
section.  Finally,  the  two  internal  panels  4  are  likewise 
provided  on  one  of  their  two  cross  sides  with  a  profiled 
edge  9  having  a  substantially  L-shaped  cross-section. 
The  assembly  of  the  various  parts  takes  place  in  the  fol- 
lowing  manner. 
[001  1  ]  First,  rear  wall  1  is  slid  6  into  profile  8  of  exter- 
nal  panel  5  with  its  profiled  edge,  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated  by  arrow  10,  whereby  hook-shaped  end  7 
engages  behind  end  1  8  (Figure  3)  of  profiled  edge  8.  As 
is  apparent  from  the  drawing,  profiled  edge  8  is  a  three- 
flange  edge,  as  it  were.  Then,  the  internal  panel  4  is  slid 
into  the  profiled  edge  8  of  external  panel  5  with  its  pro- 
filed  edge,  likewise  in  the  direction  indicated  by  arrow 
10,  so  as  to  engage  therein.  In  order  to  fit  internal  panel 
4  subsequently  into  external  panel  5,  said  internal  panel 
4  is  rotated  from  a  position  in  which  the  profiled  edges 
8,  9  clampingly  co-operate  with  each  other  to  a  position 
in  which  external  panel  5  is  fitted  over  internal  panel  4. 
Subsequently,  connecting  members  11,  12  are  fitted 
between  the  side  walls  2,  3,  and  that  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  projecting  lips  13  which  are  present  at  both 
transverse  ends  of  the  connecting  members  are 
inserted  into  corresponding  recesses  14  which  are 
formed  in  internal  panels  4.  In  order  to  make  the  deskfil- 
ing  cabinet  mirror  symmetric,  seen  from  central  longitu- 
dinal  plane  V  (illustrated  in  dotted  lines  in  Figure  1), 
recesses  15  corresponding  with  recesses  14  are  fur- 
thermore  provided  in  internal  panel  4.  The  advantage  of 
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this  is  that  there  is  no  need  to  distinguish  between  the 
"upper  side"  and  the  "lower  side"  of  the  desk  filing  cabi- 
net,  which  is  conducive  towards  quick  assembly.  That  is 
why  connecting  members  11,  12  are  identical  as  well, 
that  is,  having  a  substantially  U-shaped  cross-section.  5 
This  makes  it  possible  to  fit  castors  to  the  underside  of 
the  deskf  iling  cabinet  at  that  location.  As  can  be  derived 
from  Figure  1,  the  connecting  members  11,  12  com- 
prise  fingers  16,  which  rest  on  the  edges  of  the  desk  fil- 
ing  cabinet  in  assembled  condition.  Possibly,  an  w 
additional  connecting  member  1  7  is  fitted  between  side 
walls  2,  3. 
[001  2]  Those  parts  of  Figure  3  that  correspond  with 
parts  shown  in  Figures  1  and  2  are  indicated  by  the 
same  numerals  as  in  the  said  figures.  15 
[001  3]  Figures  4  and  5  show  another  variant  of  the 
desk  filing  cabinet  according  to  the  invention,  showing 
said  cabinet  in,  respectively,  assembled  and  disassem- 
bled  condition,  wherein  parts  that  correspond  with  parts 
already  shown  in  preceding  figures  are  indicated  by  the  20 
same  numerals  as  in  the  said  figures.  The  figures  show 
a  desk  filing  cabinet  of  mirror-symmetric  configuration, 
seen  from  central  longitudinal  plane  V  (illustrated  in  dot- 
ted  lines  in  Figure  5),  comprising  a  rear  wall  1  and  two 
side  walls  2,  3,  which  walls  are  single  walls,  that  is,  they  25 
do  not  comprise  an  internal  panel  4,  so  that  they  only 
form  an  external  panel  5.  Rear  wall  1  and  external  pan- 
els  5  are  identical  to  those  shown  in  Figures  1  ,  2  and  3. 
In  this  embodiment,  two  frame-shaped  elements  18  are 
used  instead  of  internal  panels  4  and  connecting  mem-  30 
bers  11,  12  and  17. 
[0014]  Rear  wall  1  is  attached  to  external  panels  5  in 
an  identical  manner  as  described  above  with  reference 
to  Figures  1,  2  and  3.  Then,  frame-shaped  elements  18 
are  each  fixed  with  their  lateral  sides  in  external  panels  35 
5,  that  is,  between  the  longitudinal  edges  19  thereof. 
The  frame-shaped  element  1  8  positioned  near  rear  wall 
1  is  thereby  pressed  into  the  respective  edges  8  of 
external  panels  5  with  the  profiled  edges  20  which  are 
present  on  either  side  thereof.  The  frame-shaped  ele-  40 
ment  18  positioned  remote  from  rear  wall  1  possesses 
a  slot  21  on  either  side  thereof,  in  which  respective  pro- 
filed  edges  22  of  external  panels  5  engage  clampingly. 
Possibly,  screwed  bolts  22  are  used,  which  can  be 
inserted  into  corresponding  holes  23  in  external  panels  45 
5/frames  1  8. 
[001  5]  Figure  6  is  another  schematic  view  of  the  inter- 
connection  between  rear  wall  1  ,  external  panel  5  and 
frame-shaped  element  1  7.  Hook-shaped  end  7  of  the 
profiled  edge  6  of  rear  wall  1  engages  behind  end  18  of  so 
the  profiled  edge  8  of  external  panel  5.  The  profiled 
edge  20  of  frame-shaped  element  18  is  clamped 
between  the  profiled  edge  6  of  rear  wall  1  and  the  edge 
24  of  external  panel  5. 
[0016]  Thus,  a  stainless  steel  desk  filing  cabinet  55 
according  to  the  invention  is  realized,  which  can  then  be 
subjected  to  further  operations  (such  as  the  fitting  of  a 
top  and  a  bottom). 

[001  7]  The  embodiments  of  the  invention  as  shown  in 
the  figures  are  to  be  considered  as  preferred  variants.  A 
great  many  variations  and  modifications  are  possible 
within  the  scope  of  the  invention. 

Claims 

1  .  A  metal  cabinet,  in  particular  a  filing  cabinet,  char- 
acterized  in  that  walls  of  the  cabinet  are  detachably 
interconnected  in  that  the  walls  are  provided,  at 
least  along  part  of  their  sides,  with  clampingly  co- 
operating,  profiled  edges. 

2.  A  cabinet  according  to  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  walls 
are  made  up  of  two  side  walls  and  a  rear  wall. 

3.  A  cabinet  according  to  claim  1  or  2,  wherein  said 
walls  are  made  up  of  an  inside  panel  and  an  outside 
panel. 

4.  A  cabinet  according  to  claim  1  ,  2  or  3,  wherein  at 
least  one  of  said  profiled  edges  has  a  substantially 
rectangular  cross-section. 

5.  A  cabinet  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims  1  -  4,  wherein  at  least  one  of  said  profiled 
edges  has  a  substantially  L-shaped  cross-section. 

6.  A  cabinet  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims  1  -  5,  wherein  opposite  walls  are  intercon- 
nected  by  means  of  at  least  one  detachable  con- 
necting  member. 

7.  A  cabinet  according  to  claim  6,  wherein  said  con- 
necting  member  has  an  at  least  substantially  U- 
shaped  cross-section. 

8.  A  cabinet  according  to  claim  6  or  7,  wherein  said 
connecting  member  is  provided  on  end  with  project- 
ing  lips,  which  co-operate  clampingly  with  recesses 
which  are  provided  in  said  opposite  walls. 

9.  A  cabinet  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims  1  -  8,  wherein  opposite  walls  are  intercon- 
nected  by  means  of  at  least  one  detachable  frame- 
shaped  element. 

10.  A  cabinet  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims  1  -  9,  wherein  said  cabinet  is  mirror  symmet- 
ric,  seen  from  its  central  longitudinal  plane. 

11.  A  wall  or  an  intermediate  member  obviously  suita- 
ble  for  use  in  a  metal  cabinet  according  to  any  one 
of  the  preceding  claims  1-10. 

12.  A  method  for  manufacturing  a  metal  cabinet 
according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  claims  1-10, 
wherein  walls  of  the  cabinet  are  detachably  inter- 
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connected  in  that  profiled  edges  clampingly  co- 
operate  along  at  least  part  of  the  sides  of  said  walls. 

13.  A  method  according  to  claim  12,  wherein  said  pro- 
filed  edges  are  slid  one  into  another.  s 
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FIG.   2 
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