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(54) Improved elastic material and curved garment elements and method and apparatus for their

manufacture

(57)  Anarrow fabric elastic material comprises elas-
tomeric elements (30) which are covered with a stretch
yarn (40) of polybutylene terephthalate. The stretch yarn
(40) may be applied in a knitting or weaving process and
allows a significant increased grip of the elastomeric
during the covering of the elastomeric elements. The
elastic material (150) can have a variable modulus
across its width and is included in a waistband (124)
having a perdefined curvature or shape. The waistband
(124) is formed by a folder (110) on a sewing machine
having at least one needle. A blind stitch is formed on
the front face (122) of the waistband (124) and a chain
or lock stitch (125) is formed on the rear face (122). The
curved waistband (124) can also be formed on a sewing
machine having at least two needles by rows of stitching
(127 and 128).
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1. Claims: 1-5, 13-17

A narrow fabric elastic material, preferably fonnirig an
interlining of a garment element (Figs 1, 2, 8, 9), and a
~method of manufacturing same by knitting or weaving

2. Claims: 6-12, 18-21

A garment element of folded over single piece or two piece
construction having a predefined curvature (Figs. 4 to 7, 10
to 12) preferably comprising an inelastic tape or
-interlining (see claim 11), and an apparatus for making such
‘garment element (see Figs 3, 13) by sewing the garment '
element as a curved waistband in a folded configuration to a
garment fabric o
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