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(54)  Hydrophilic finish for textiles

(57) An improved textile material having a
hydrophilic finish which is made by a method compris-
ing applying to a fibrous web an aqueous solution com-
prising an anhydride based graft copolymer, and drying
the fibrous web at a temperature sufficient to cure the
anhydride based graft copolymer in the fibrous web.
The anhydride based graft copolymer is the reaction
product of an ethylenically unsaturated monomer, an
anhydride monomer selected from maleic anhydride
and itaconic anhydride, either a monofunctional polygly-
col having a hydroxyl or amine terminal group or a poly-
functional polyglycol having a weight average molecular
weight of greater than 5,000 and at least one terminal
hydroxyl group, and a free radical initiator. The
hydrophilic finish eliminates the shortcomings inherent
in certain textile materials such as their high affinity for
oils, staining during washing, static cling problems, and
wearer discomfort.
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