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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an image forming apparatus of electrophotography type or electro-static
recording type. The invention also relates to a cartridge used for the image forming apparatus, and a method for
controlling such image forming apparatus as well.

[0002] More particularly, the invention relates to the cartridge provided with a container that contains toner cleaned
off from the surface of an image bearing member that bears the toner. The invention also relates to an image forming
apparatus, and a method for controlling the image forming apparatus, which comprises a storing step to store toner in
the container.

Related Background Art

[0003] An image forming apparatus, such as a printer, forms latent images by exposing selectively or the image
bearing member which is uniformly charged by a charging device. Then, by a developing device, the latent images are
visualized with the developer (toner), and the images visualized with the developer are transferred to a recording
medium for image recording. After the transfer, the developer remaining on the image bearing member is removed by
acleaning blade to store it in the cleaning container. The next exposure is then performed by the image bearing member
whose surface has been cleaned.

[0004] In recent years, it has been practiced that the image bearing member, the charging device, the developing
device, the cleaning portion, the waste toner box, and others are put together into the integrated structure of a cartridge,
thereby the user can mount the cartridge on the apparatus main body so that parts of the image bearing member and
the developer can be exchanged, and maintainance can be effected easier. Further, along with the prolonged life of
the image bearing member and the increase of the printable sheet numbers, the developing device limited supply
capability is arranged as an independent unit, and there are provided separately the developing cartridge, and the
drum cartridge which is a process cartridge having the image bearing member as an image forming process means,
the charging device, and the cleaning portion integrally. In this way, as in the case of the aforesaid process cartridge
having the developing device and the image bearing member unitized therein, it is made easier to mount the drum
cartridge on the apparatus main body, and also, made easier to maintain this type of cartridge. Furthermore, it is made
possible to use these cartridges effectively depending on the life of the respective main parts. For the drum cartridge,
the waste toner cleaned off in the cleaning operation is stored in the cleaning container whose capacity is large enough
to store it sufficiently during the life of the image bearing member. Then, the waste toner is removed when the drum
cartridge should be replaced.

[0005] As animage forming apparatus of the kind, there is the one disclosed in the specification of Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 10-039692. In accordance with such disclosure, an advance warning is given for replace-
ment when the storage container that stores the cleaned-off waste toner is filled in it, and then, the print is made
executable in order to count the sheet numbers of print to be made. In this way, the "full up" detection is made possible.
After that, the operation of the apparatus main body is suspended when a predetermined number of the sheets is
printed out.

[0006] However, the method disclosed in the publication of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 10-039692
is arranged to count sheet numbers to be printed after the replacement warning has been given when the storage
container is filled. For example, therefore, when a monoblack image, an image having a lower print ratio, which may
bring about a smaller amount of waste toner, should be printed in a considerable number of sheets, there is a case
where the operation of the apparatus main body is subjected to the suspension eventually, irrespective of the condition
in which any damage may be caused the main body even if the print is still admitted to continue.

[0007] JP-A-04 338 993 discloses continuing or suspending a copying operation on the basis of a subtraction value
dependant on sheets copied after a "toner container full" detection.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] It is an object of the invention to provide a cartridge capable of printing as many sheets as possible when
forming images having a smaller amount of waste toner delivered to a container, such as monoblack images and
images having lower printing ratio, and also, to provide an image forming apparatus, as well as a method for controlling
such image forming apparatus

[0009] One aspectoftheinvention provides a method for controlling animage forming apparatus according to claim 1.
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[0010] A second aspect of the invention provides a cartridge according to claim 13, detachably mountable on an
image forming apparatus.[deletion(s)]

[0011] A third aspect of the invention provides an image forming apparatus according to claim 19.

[0012] Embodiments of the present invention will be described in the following description with reference to the
drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0013]

Fig. 1 is a view which illustrates the entire structure of a laser printer that serves as an image forming apparatus.
Fig. 2 is a horizontally sectional view which shows a drum cartridge, observed from above.

Fig. 3 is a vertically sectional view which shows the drum cartridge, observed from front.

Fig. 4 is a front view which shows the drum cartridge, observed from behind.

Fig. 5 is a structural block diagram which shows the coupling relationship between the control circuit on the main
body side of the image forming apparatus and the cartridge ROM on the process cartridge side.

Fig. 6 is a flowchart which shows the method for detecting the waste toner full-up amount in accordance with the
present embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0014] Hereinafter, in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, an image forming apparatus will be described
in accordance with the present invention.

(First Embodiment)

[0015] The image forming apparatus of the present invention will be explained in the following description along the
accompanied drawings.

(The Description of the Entire Body of the Image Forming Apparatus)

[0016] Now, at first, with reference to Fig. 1, the brief description will be made of the entire structure of the image
forming apparatus.

[0017] Fig. 1 is a view which illustrates the entire structure of a laser printer which is one embodiment of the color
image forming apparatus.

[0018] As shown in Fig. 1, the color laser printer comprises a drum type photosensitive body 15 serving as a first
image bearing member which is rotative at a constant speed; developing means 20 and 21 formed by one fixed black
developing device 21B and three rotative color developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C; an intermediate transfer body
9 serving as a second image bearing member which holds the multiply transferred color image developed by the
developing means 20 and 21, and transfers the image further to the transfer material 2 serving as a third image bearing
member, namely, a recording material which is supplied from the feeding portion 60. Then, the transfer material 2 on
which color image is transferred is conveyed to the fixing portion 25 to fix the color image on the transfer material 2,
and discharged to the discharge portion 37 installed on the upper surface of the printer main body (the main body of
the image forming apparatus) A by use of the discharge rollers 34, 35, and 36. The above-described rotative color
developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C, and the fixed black developing device 21B are structured to be detachably
mountable on the printer main body A individually. Also, the convey means is formed by the feeding portion 60 and
the discharge rollers 34, 35, and 36.

[0019] Now, the detailed description will be made for each portion of the image forming apparatus in sequence.

(Image Bearing Member Unit)

[0020] The drum cartridge 13, which serves as the unit of a process cartridge, is integrally formed with the photo-
sensitive body 15, and the cleaning container 14 of the cleaning device C which dually functions as the holder of the
photosensitive body 15. The drum cartridge 13 is inserted from the mounting opening (not shown) provided for the
printer main body A into the cartridge mounting portion, and supported detachably mountable on the mount guide (not
shown) arranged in the interior of the cartridge mounting portion. Then, the structure is arranged to make the unit easily
exchangeable in accordance with the life of the photosensitive body 15. The photosensitive body 15 of the present
embodiment is structured with an aluminum cylinder whose diameter is approximately 60 mm with the organic photo-
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conductive layer formed on the outer side thereof, and rotatively supported by the cleaning container 14. On the cir-
cumference of the photosensitive body 15, the cleaning blade 16 and primary charging means 17 are arranged. Also,
the driving power of a driving motor is transmitted to one end of the photosensitive body 15, which is on the rear side
of Fig. 1, so that the photosensitive body 15 can rotate counterclockwise in Fig. 1 corresponding to the image forming
operation.

(Charging Means)

[0021] Charging means 17 uses a contact charging method in which a conductive roller is in contact with the pho-
tosensitive body 15. Voltage is applied to this conductive roller to cause the surface of the photosensitive body 15 to
be electrostatically charged uniformly.

(Exposing Means)

[0022] The exposure on the photosensitive body 15 is made by the scanner portion 30. In other words, the laser
diode (not shown) receives image signals, and irradiates imaging beams to a polygon mirror 31 in accordance with
the image signals thus received. The polygon mirror 31 is rotated at a high speed by means of a scanner motor (not
shown). The imaging beams reflected from the polygon mirror 31 is exposed selectively on the surface of the photo-
sensitive body 15, which rotates at a constant speed, through the focusing lens 32 and the reflection mirror 33. As a
result, electrostatic latent images are formed on the photosensitive body 15.

(Developing Means)

[0023] Developing means 20 and 21 are structured by three rotative developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C, and
one black developing device 21B, which are arranged to visualize the electrostatic latent images and can develop by
each of the colors, yellow, magenta, cyan, and black.

[0024] The black developing device 21B is a fixed developing device. Then a sleeve 21BS is arranged in a position
to face the photosensitive body 15 with a fine gap (approximately 300 um) with the photosensitive body 15. Then, the
images are visualized on the photosensitive body 15 by black toner.

[0025] In the black developing device 21B, the toner in the container is transferred by carrying mechanism (not
shown) and coated in a thin layer on the circumference of the sleeve 21BS that rotates clockwise in Fig. 1 by the
coating blade 21BB which is in contact under pressure with the circumference of the sleeve 21BS, and the toner is
charged (by frictional charging). Also, the developing bias is applied to the sleeve 21BS so as to perform the toner
development corresponding to the electrostatic latent images formed on the photosensitive body 15.

[0026] The three rotational developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C are detachably mountable on the developing
rotary 23, respectively, centering on the shaft 22, and when images are formed, each of the developing devices 20Y,
20M, and 20C shifts rotatively centering on the shaft 22 in a state that each of them is supported by the developing
rotary 23. Then, each of the specific developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C comes to a stop in a position to face the
photosensitive body 15. Further, after the developing sleeves 20YS, 20MS, and 20CS are positioned to face the pho-
tosensitive body 15 with the fine gap (300 um approximately), the visualized images are formed corresponding to the
electrostatic latent images on the photosensitive body 15. When the color images are formed, the developing rotary
23 rotates per a rotation of the intermediate transfer body 9 thereby the developing process is executed in order of the
yellow developing device 20Y, the magenta developing device 20M, the cyan developing device 20C, and then, the
black developing device 20B.

[0027] Fig. 1 is a view which shows the state where the yellow rotational developing device 20Y is positioned and
made stationary at the position to face the drum cartridge 13. In the yellow developing device 20Y, the toner in the
container is carried to the coating roller 20YR by carrier mechanism (not shown) and coated in a thin layer on the
circumference of the sleeve 20YS that rotates clockwise in Fig. 1 by the coating roller 20YR and the coating blade
21YB which is in contact under pressure with the circumferences of the sleeve 20YS and the toner is charged (by
frictional charging). Also, the developing bias is applied to the sleeve 20YS opposing to the photosensitive body 15 on
which the latent images is formed so as to perform the toner development corresponding to the latent images. With
respect to the magenta developing device 20M and the cyan developing device 20C, the toner development is per-
formed in the same mechanism as described above.

[0028] Eachofthe sleeves20YS, 20MS, and 20CS of the rotative developing devices 20Y, 20M, and 20C is connected
with the high-voltage supply-sources for each of the color developing device and driving means (neither of them shown)
mounted in the printer main body A when each of the developing devices is rotatively shifted. Then, voltage is applied,
and the driving means is connected per each of color development.
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(Intermediate transfer body)

[0029] The intermediate transfer body 9 rotates clockwise in Fig. 1 in synchronism with the circumferential speed of
the photosensitive body 15 in order to receive up to four times the multiple transfer of each of the toner images (each
image in four colors, Y, M, C, and B) formed on the photosensitive body 15, which are visualized by the developing
devices 20Y, 20M, 20C, respectively, when the intermediate transfer portion operates to form color images. Also, the
intermediate transfer body 9, which has received the multiple transfer, conveys the transfer material 2 by pinching it
in cooperation with the transfer roller 10 to which voltage is applied, thus transferring the toner image in-each color on
the intermediate transfer body 9 to the transfer material 2 multiply and simultaneously.

[0030] Preferably, the intermediate transfer body 9 is structured with an aluminum cylinder 12 having diameter of
180 mm and an elastic layer 11 of a medium-resistance sponge, a medium-resistance rubber, or the like, that covers
the outer circumference thereof. The intermediate transfer body 9 is rotatively supported, and rotates when receiving
the driving power through the gear (not shown) integrally fixed to thereto.

(Cleaning Device)

[0031] The cleaning device C is provided for cleaning the toner remaining on the photosensitive body 15 after the
toner visualized by the developing means 20 and 21, is transferred to the intermediate transfer body 9. The waste
toner thus cleaned off is stored in the cleaning container 14. Here, it is arranged that the amount of the waste toner
thus stored in the cleaning container 14 is not allowed to reach the full-up limit of the cleaning container 14 earlier than
the life of the photosensitive body 15. Therefore, it is possible to exchange the cleaning containers 14 simultaneously
with the photosensitive body 15 integrally which should be replaced due to its life replacement. The structure of the
cleaning container 14 will be described later in detail.

(Sheet feeding portion)

[0032] The sheet feeding portion 60 is a unit to convey the transfer material 2 to the transfer portion, and mainly
comprises a cassette 1 having plural sheets of the transfer material 2; a sheet feed roller 3; a feed roller 4, a retard
roller 5 for preventing double feed; a sheet feed guide 6; and a resistration roller 8. When images are formed, the sheet
feed roller 3 is driven to rotate in accordance with the image forming operation and separate the transfer material 2 in
the sheet supply cassette 1 one by one for feeding. At the same time, the sheet thus fed is guided by the sheet feed
guide 6 and carried up to the resistration roller 8 through the convey roller 7. During the image forming operation, the
resistration roller 8 executes the non-rotative operation which enables the transfer material 2 to be on standby station-
arily, and the rotative operation that enables the transfer material 2 to be conveyed to the intermediate transfer body
9 in accordance with a specific sequence. The resistration roller 8 also alignes the transfer material 2 with the images
in the transfer process, which is the next processing step.

(Transfer Portion)

[0033] The transfer portion is formed by the transfer roller 10 which is swingable.

[0034] The transfer roller 10 is formed by a metallic shaft wrapped with a medium-resistance foam elastic element,
which can shift vertically in Fig. 1, and has a drive. During the formation of four color toner images on the intermediate
transfer body 9, that is, when the intermediate transfer body 9 rotates several times, the transfer roller indicated by
solid line in Fig. 1 is in the lower position so that it parts from the intermediate transfer body 9. After the four color toner
images are formed on the intermediate transfer body 9, the transfer roller 10 shifts to the upper position indicated by
fine line in Fig. 1 by a cam member (not shown) in the timing that matches with the transfer of the color images to the
transfer material 2. In other words, the transfer roller 10 is pressed to the intermediate transfer body 9 through the
transfer material 2 under a given pressure. At this juncture, the bias is applied to the transfer roller 10 simultaneously
to transfer the toner images on the intermediate transfer body 9 to the transfer material 2. Here, since the intermediate
transfer body 9 and the transfer roller 10 are driven individually, the transfer material 2 pinched by them is conveyed
in the left direction in Fig. 1 at the same time while the transfer process is executed, and conveyed to the fixing device
25 which performs the next process.

(Fixing Portion)
[0035] The fixing device 25 fixes the toner images which are formed by the developing means 20 and 21 described

earlier and transferred the transfer material 2 through the intermediate transfer body 9. As shown in Fig. 1, the fixing
device 25 has the fixing roller 26 that gives heat to the transfer material 2, and the pressure roller 27 that presses the
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transfer material 2 to be in contact with the fixing roller 26. Each of the rollers 26 and 27 is a hollow roller, having hearts
28 and 29 in it, respectively. Then, the structure is arranged so that each of them is driven to rotate, and to convey the
transfer material 2 at the same time.

[0036] In other words, the transfer material 2 that bears the toner images is conveyed by the fixing roller 26 and the
pressure roller 27, and at the same time, the transfer material 2 is given both heat and pressure, hence fixing toner on
the transfer material 2.

(Cleaning Container)

[0037] The details of the cleaning container 14 will be described in conjunction with Fig. 2 and Fig. 3.

[0038] In the cleaning container 14, a partition member 40 is provided for the interior of the container main body 14a
to divide it into a cleaning chamber 38 and a toner storage 39 that functions as a storage container to store waste
toner. Thus, it is arranged to prevent the waste toner from flowing reversely, and producing any adverse effect on the
cleaning operation.

[0039] The cleaning of the toner remaining on the surface of the photosensitive body 15 is effectuated in the cleaning
chamber 38 by use of the cleaning blade 16 and the cleaning roller 19 which serve as cleaning means (see Fig. 3).
The residual toner on the surface of the photosensitive body 15 enter the cleaning chamber 38 through the toner
receiving sheet 18. Then, at first, the residual toner are scraped off by the cleaning roller 19, and then, by the cleaning
blade 16.

[0040] The waste toner T, which is cleaned by the cleaning roller 19 and the cleaning blade 16 and accumulated in
the cleaning chamber 38, is fed to the screw 41 arranged behind them by the cleaning roller 19. With the rotation of
this screw 41, the waste toner is carried in the longitudinal direction of the image bearing member 15 in parallel therewith,
and accumulated in the toner accumulation chamber 39. Here, in accordance with the present embodiment, the toner
remaining on the surface of the photosensitive body 15 is defined as the residual toner", and the toner that has been
cleaned off by the aforesaid cleaning means is defined as the "waste toner".

[0041] Now, when the waste toner T that has been carried and accumulated in the toner accumulation chamber 39
reaches the position of the screw 42 arranged in the toner accumulation chamber 39, the waste toner is carried in the
toner accumulation chamber 39 in the direction opposite-to-the carrying direction of the waste toner by the screw 41
in the cleaning chamber 38, and stored in the full tank detection chamber 44 which will be described later (see Fig. 2
and Fig. 3).

[0042] As shown in Fig. 2, the interior of the toner accumulation chamber 39 is divided into four smaller chambers
by means of plural ribs 43 that partition the waste toner chamber, each extended vertically in the longitudinal direction.
Of these smaller chambers, one chamber on the lowermost stream in the carrying direction of the waste toner by the
screw 42 is arranged to be the full tank detection chamber 44 where the waste toner full tank detection mechanism 50
is arranged as means for detecting the full-up condition of the waste toner. In this manner, it is made possible to prevent
any erroneous detection of the full-up condition that may takes place if a large amount of the waste toner T is biased
in the toner accumulation chamber 39. The waste toner full-up condition detecting mechanism is a mechanism that
optically detects that the amount of the stored toner has reached a predetermined amount. The detailed description
thereof will follow.

(Waste Toner Full-Up Condition Detecting Mechanism)

[0043] The detection of the waste toner is carried out optically by a waste toner full-up condition detecting mechanism.
The light transparent windows 45 are arranged to face each other on the upper surface 39d and the back side 39e of
the toner accumulation chamber 39, respectively. Then, a window cleaning blade 46 is arranged between the light
transparent windows 45, which rotates to wipe off the waste toner stains from the light transparent windows 45. The
presence and absence of the waste toner is detected by allowing light to be transmitted through the full tank detection
chamber 44 by the light emitting element 47 and the light receiving element 48 arranged in the printer main body A or
integrally arranged with the cleaning container 14. When the waste toner T accumulated in the full tank detection
chamber 44 arrives at the position of the light transparent windows 45, the light beam is cut off by the waste toner T
to make it impossible for the light receiving element 48 to detect the beam. Then, the control circuit (CPU) 51 in the
printer main body (see Fig. 5) determines the full tank condition. This full-up information is indicated on the operation
panel (not shown) provided for the printer main body A or on the screen of the display of the computer, hence prompting
the user to replace drum cartridge 13.

[0044] At this juncture, the toner accumulation chamber 39 has not been filled up completely with the waste toner
as yet. There is still a slight room for the waste toner to be accumulated. Therefore, the user can continue his printing
operation. In other words, as shown at V in Fig. 3, the stored amount of the waste toner in the toner accumulation
chamber 39 at this time has not reached the amount of storage limit of the waste toner at Vm in the toner accumulation
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chamber 39 shown in Fig. 3. Here, there is still the storage capacity of the waste toner, AV (= Vm - V) in the toner
accumulation chamber 39 before the storage V reaches the storage limit Vm of the waste toner.

(The Process of Image Forming Operation After the Full Tank Detection of the Waste Toner)

[0045] Now, the description will be made of the process of image forming operation after the full tank detection of
the waste toner in accordance with the present embodiment.

[0046] From the standpoint of the user, it should be desirable for him to be able to continue printing until he is prepared
to replace the drum cartridge 13 after he has received the warning as to the full tank condition of the waste toner.
Therefore, it is preferable to arrange printing (forming images) on the transfer material 2 in an appropriate amount
corresponding to the waste toner storable amount of AV described above..Then, the larger this appropriate - amount,
the better.

[0047] As described above, if itis arranged to be able to print after the detection of the full tank condition of the waste
toner, the user should be prevented from using erroneously the drum cartridge 13 whose cleaning container 14 has
been filled with the waste toner completely.

[0048] Also, in consideration of the fact that the drum cartridge 13 is made attachable and detachable, it is desirable
to arrange that the information, which is obtained after the waste toner full tank detection is made, should not be lost
even if the power-supply of the printer main body is turned off.

[0049] Also, the waste toner storable amount AV in the cleaning container 14 after the waste toner full tank detection
is made is determined to a certain extent by the arrangement condition of the waste toner full tank detecting mechanism
50 arranged in the cleaning container 14.

[0050] Therefore, in accordance with the present embodiment, it is made possible to arrange the structure so that
predetermined numbers of transfer materials 2 is still printable after the user is notified of the detection of the waste
toner full tank condition. In this way, the user can prepare for the replacement of the drum cartridge after he becomes
aware of the full tank condition of the waste toner. After that, the drum cartridge 13 is made no longer usable. Also,
the structure is arranged to memory or store a threshold value on a non-volatile storage medium as storing means
provided for the drum cartridge 13, which is set in order to make the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge 13 no
longer usable.

[0051] Also, in a case where several kinds of print modes (image forming modes) having different print processes
are mixed as a color printing apparatus, the sheet numbers of the image formation can be increased as much as
possible by arranging the counting method changeable for the sheet numbers of the image formation on the transfer
material 2 in accordance with the printing modes.

[0052] Here, the description thereof will be made further in detail.

[0053] As shown in Fig. 5, itis arranged to memory or store the information of the sheet count threshold value of the
transfer material 2 to be printed after the full tank detection in advance on storing means, such as the drum cartridge
ROM (read-only memory) (a serial ROM) 49 provided for the drum cartridge which can be connected to exchange the
transmission of information through the control circuit 5 on the printer main body A side and the connector 52.
[0054] Also, the count-up value should be added after the waste toner full tank detection mechanism 50 has detected
a predetermined storage amount V of the waste toner. The count-up value is set by use of the storable amount AV of
the waste toner in the cleaning container 14 before the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge 13 becomes no longer
usable since the waste toner full tank detection mechanism 50 has detected the waste toner storage amount V, as well
as by use of the value of the waste toner amount which is stored in the cleaning container 14 per printing operation of
the printer.

[0055] To briefly describe such setting method, the actually measured value is obtained with respect to the waste
toner amount which is discharged per printing. Then, the printable sheet numbers are estimated. In other words, the
count-up value is set on the basis of the waste toner storable amount AV, and the estimated maximum value of each
waste toner amount of several kinds of printing modes. In this way, it becomes possible to print on the maximum sheet
numbers within the limited storage amount of the waste toner.

[0056] Now, hereunder, the counting method of the transfer material 2 after the full tank detection will be described
in detail, while quoting the predetermined numeral values.

[0057] Here, it is assumed that:

the maximum waste toner amount of full color print is: 0.1g / image
the maximum waste toner amount of monoblack print is: 0.05g / image

where the image is: one image per print operation, and one full color sheet: four images, because it requires four
printing operations each for yellow, magenta, cyan, and black; and one monoblack sheet is one image. Then, given
the waste toner storable amount AV as 150 [g] before the cleaning device C is filled with the waste toner and its function
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is no longer guaranteed since the waste toner storage amount V has been detected by the waste toner full tank detection
mechanism 50, the printable sheet numbers for the three kinds of printing modes, that is, a full color, a monoblack,
and a full color mixed with monoblack are as follows during such period of time:

Full color 375 [sheets]
Monoblack 3,000 [sheets]
Full color mixed with monoblack i 508 [sheets]

(where the ratio full color : monoblack =7 : 3)

On the basis of the results mentioned above, it is assumed that the counting method of the printable sheet numbers
are as follows after the waste toner storage amount V has been detected by the waste toner full tank detection mech-
anism 50:

Full color 3 [counts / image];
Monoblack | 7 [counts /image].

Also, the threshold value set for counting the transfer materials 2, which makes the cleaning device C or the drum
cartridge no long usable, is assumed to be 4,200 [counts].

[0058] Now, in conjunction with Fig. 6, the description will be made of a flowchart of the waste toner full tank detection
method for the full-color and mono-color prints.

[0059] At first, after the waste toner full tank condition is detected by the waste toner full tank detection mechanism
50 of the control circuit 51 on the printer main body side (step 1), the printing is on standby (step 2) to make it possible
to print on the transfer material 2 by use of the printer. Then, if the printing is executed in the full-color mode, the 3
[counts/image] is added. If the printing is executed in the mono-color mode, the 7 [counts/image] is added (step 3).
The result of the addition (the integration of the counted values) is compared with the count threshold value (4,200
[counts]) one after another (step 4). When the integrated value becomes identical to the threshold value, the control
is effectuated to disable the use of the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge (step 5). In other words, the image
forming operation of the image forming apparatus is suspended.

[0060] The number of the printed sheets and the maximum amount of the waste toner are indicated on the following
table when the printing is executed continuously in the same print mode.

[0061] Further, the number of the printed sheets and the maximum amount of the waste toner are indicated likewise
when the full-color mode and the mono-color mode are mixed in use with the ratio of the printed sheet numbers being
the full-color : the mono-color = 7 : 3 before the counted values arrive at the threshold value of 4,200.

Table
Print mode Printed sheet numbers [sheet] | Maximum waste developer amount [g]
Only full-color 350 140
Only monoblack 600 30
Mixture of Full and Monoblack 400 118

[0062] As clear from the above table, the maximum amount of the waste toner is not allowed to exceed the waste
toner storable amount AV of the cleaning container 14. After the full tank warning is given, the user can print in an
appropriate amount until he is prepared to replace the drum cartridges. At the same time, it becomes possible to prevent
the user from erroneously using the drum cartridge having the waste toner filled up to its limit.

[0063] As described above, in accordance with the present embodiment, a large amount of the waste toner is accu-
mulated in the cleaning container 14 of a longer life drum cartridge 13. Then, when the waste toner reaches the waste
toner storage amount V, the full tank detection is made possible by the waste full tank detection mechanism 50. In this
way, the user is notified of the full tank detection so as to prompt him to replace the cartridges. Then, when the integrated
counting value of the printed sheets of the transfer material 2 becomes identical to the threshold value after having
printed several hundreds sheets of transfer material 2, the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge 13 is made no
longer usable for safety.

[0064] As a result, after being notified of the waste toner full tank warning, the user is still able to obtain a period of
time for him to be able to prepare the cartridge before the use of the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge 13 is
disabled.

[0065] Also, the count-up value is added per printing operation after the waste toner storage amount V is detected
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by the waste toner full tank detection mechanism 50. The count-up value is set on the basis of the waste toner storable
amount AV, and the estimated maximum value of the waste toner amount of each print mode. Therefore, it becomes
possible to print only the printable sheet numbers corresponding to each of the print modes. In other words, if a printing
is executed in the mode that may result in only a smaller amount of the waste toner, it is possible to print on more
sheets than the one which is executed in the mode that may bring about a larger amount of the waste toner. The user
is then able to secure more time for the preparation of his next move.

[0066] Thus, it becomes possible to avoid creating the surplus or shortage of the printable sheet numbers of the
transfer material after the full tank detection even for the several kinds of print modes having different print processes
by selecting appropriately a desired counting method corresponding to each of such several kinds of print modes that
require different print processes. In this way, print is possible in an appropriate amount in accordance with the waste
toner storable amount AV.

[0067] Also, the integrated value of the counted values, which serves as the information regarding the printed sheet
numbers of the transfer material 2 subsequent to the full tank detection having been actuated, and the count threshold
value, which is set to disable the use of the cleaning device C or the drum cartridge 13, are stored on a non-volatile
storage means provided for the dram cartridge 13. In other words, since the information inherent to the drum cartridge
is kept on the non-volatile storage means, it is possible to print after the full tank detection has been made even if the
user turns off the power-supply of the printer main body A or if he removes the drum cartridge 13 from the printer main
body A and uses it on that of some other printer, and if only the counted value reaches the threshold value, the use
thereof becomes disabled, hence preventing the drum cartridge from being used once the waste toner is filled up to
its limit.

(Second Embodiment)

[0068] In consideration of the characteristics of a printer, the present embodiment exemplifies a counting method in
a case where only the monoblack is printed more intentionally in the period from the full tank detection to the drum
cartridge becoming no longer usable.

[0069] Now, hereunder, the detailed description will be made of the counting method for determining the print sheet
numbers after the full-up condition has been detected, while quoting the predetermined numeral values.

[0070] For example, if the count-up value is assumed to be as follows in a case where it is desired to intentionally
print only the monoblack more in consideration of the characteristics of the printer:

Full color 1 [count/image]
Monoblack : 1 [count/image],

and also, if it is assumed that the count threshold value at which the drum cartridge is made no longer usable is 1,400
[counts], the print sheet numbers during this period are as follows:

Print Mode Print Sheet Numbers [sheet]
Only full color 350
Only monoblack 1,400
Full-color and monoblack mixture 450

[0071] In the case of the full-color and monoblack mixture, the print sheet numbers is the total of such numbers
obtainable until the counted value reaches 1,400 with the ratio of the printed sheet numbers of:

Full-color mode | monoblack mode =7: 3

[0072] As described above, with the adoption of this counting method, it is possible to obtain the same effect as in
the first embodiment with respect to the print sheet numbers even when it is desired to intentionally print only the
monoblack more before the drum cartridge 13 becomes no longer usable after the full-up condition has been detected.

(Other Embodiments)
[0073] For the above embodiments, the description has been made of the image forming apparatus provided with

the adoption of the monoblack mode, and the full-color mode in which images are formed by use of toner of four colors.
However, besides the two-mode apparatus, the present invention is suitably applicable to the image forming apparatus
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having the print mode of two-color images and three-color images.

[0074] Since the two-color image printing mode requires only the two-time image formation or the three-color image
printing mode requires only the three-time image formation, the integrated value of the counted ones is lower than that
of the full color printing mode which requires the four-time image formation. Consequently, the printable numbers are
increased before the threshold value is reached.

[0075] Also, for the above embodiments, the description has been made of the image forming apparatus having the
print modes which are different depending on the kinds and numbers of colors. However, the present invention is
suitably applicable to an image forming apparatus having the count values which are different depending on the line
image mode that forms line images and the photographic image mode that forms photographic images.

[0076] With the change of the count values to be made corresponding to the line images or the photographic images
as described above, it becomes possible for the user to secure the longer period of preparation depending on the
image formation modes to be set. Here, the maximum amount of the waste toner is smaller for the line images than
the photographic images. Therefore, the printable number of sheets is more for the formation of line images than that
of the photographic images. The user can secure the longer period accordingly to prepare the cartridge for his next
move.

[0077] Also, in order to prolong the preparation period for the user, it may be possible to change the count values in
accordance with the print ratio (the ratio of the prints made per recording material). For example, if the print ratio is
0%, "0" is counted. For 1% to 40%, "1" is counted. If the print ratio is 41% or more, the number grater than "1" is
counted. (The larger the print ratio, the more the amount of the waste toner is increased. Thus, the count value becomes
greater accordingly.) In this way, using the count value corresponding to the print ratio it becomes possible to print
almost up to the full-up of the waste toner in the cleaning container. Thus, the longer period of the cartridge preparation
can be secured for the user, hence facilitating his replacement operation still more.

[0078] In this respect, the image formation modes, such as the line image mode, the photographic image mode, the
print ratio of each image, can be determined on the basis of the image signals given to the laser diode.

[0079] Also, for the above embodiments, the description has been made of the case where the counting is performed
per image. However, it may be possible to count the counted values per recording material. In this case, however, the
counted value of each image formation mode is determined on the basis of the difference in the maximum amount of
the waste toner for each of the modes. Therefore, the resultant values are different depending on the image formation
modes. The counted value can be changed in accordance with the size or area of the recording material, for example,
the counted value is set as "1" in a first image formation mode where the image is formed on the recording material of
A4 size, and the counted value is set as "2" in a second image formation mode where the image is formed on the
recording material of A3 size, or the like.

[0080] As a result, the present invention makes it possible to estimate the amount of the waste toner more reliably,
and to provide a longer preparation period for the user than the counting is performed uniformly per "1" per recording
material as disclosed in the specification of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 10-039692, because by the
present invention, a first count value is counted for a first image formation mode, and a second count value, which is
different from the first count value, is counted for a second image formation mode which is different from the first image
formation mode.

[0081] Here, theincrement method has been described as the counting method so far. However, the presentinvention
may adopt the decrement method as well. For example, from the count threshold value, each counted value is sub-
tracted in accordance with the-image formation mode currently in use, and if the resultant value is greater than "0",
the printing is considered possible (ready to print), while if it becomes identical to "0"; the image forming operation
should be suspended.

[0082] In this respect, the description has been made of the image formation apparatus having the threshold value
of the counted values which is stored on the non-volatile storing medium detachably mountable together with the
cleaning container serving as the container to store the waste toner. It may be possible to store the threshold value of
the counted values on the non-volatile storing medium provided for the printer main body A.

[0083] On the non-volatile storing medium which is detachably mountable together with the cleaning container, it
should be good enough to store a predetermined value which is used for determining the accumulated amount of the
toner in the cleaning container or the sheet numbers that still make the image formation possible.

[0084] Also, the present invention is suitably applicable to the image forming apparatus of electronic photographing
type or electrostatic recording type which is structured to mount the photosensitive body 15 and the cleaning means
(cleaning device C) that directly acts upon it, among some others, but not adopts the mode of using the process cartridge
(drum cartridge 13).

[0085] Also, as the photosensitive body 15 of the process cartridge (drum cartridge 13), there are the following, for
example: at first, for the photosensitive portion, an optical conductor is used. As the optical conductor, there are amor-
phous silicon, amorphous selenium, zinc oxide, titanium oxide, and organic optical conductor (OPC), and some others.
Also, for the configuration in which the photosensitive body is installed, there is used the drum type or the belt type,
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for example. For the drum type photosensitive body, the optical conductor is deposited or coated on the cylinder formed
by aluminum alloy or the like, for example.

[0086] Also, the structure of charging means 17, the so-called contact charging method is used for the embodiments
described above. However, it is of course possible to use the conventional structure in which the metallic shield, such
as aluminum, is provided on the three circumferences of tungsten wires, and then, a high voltage is applied to the
tungsten wires to generate positive and negative ions which are allowed to move the surface of the photosensitive
body in order to charge the surface of the photosensitive body uniformly.

[0087] In this respect, as the aforesaid charging means, it may be possible to adopt the blade (charging blade), the
bad type, the block type, the rod type, the wire type, or the like other than the roller type described above.

[0088] Also, as cleaning means for cleaning the toner remaining on the photosensitive body, it may be possible to
form the cleaning means by use of the blade, the fur brash, the magnetic brash, or the like.

[0089] Also, the aforesaid process cartridge (drum cartridge 13) is provided with the photosensitive body and the
charging means that acts upon on it with the exception of developing means, and the cleaning means. Besides the
one embodying the invention as described above, there is the cartridge having the photosensitive body and cleaning
means integrally formed therein, which is made detachably mountable on the image forming apparatus main body,
among some others.

[0090] Further, for the above embodiments, the description has been made of the image forming apparatus that
transfers the toner images to a recording material through the intermediate transfer body. However, the present inven-
tion is suitably applicable to a system in which the intermediate transfer body is excepted from the image forming
apparatus of Fig.1, namely the image forming apparatus which transfers the toner images on the photosensitive body
directly to a recording material without any intervention of the intermediate transfer body.

[0091] Also, for the above embodiments, the description has been made of the image formation apparatus provided
with the cleaning device that removes and stores the residual toner form the surface of the photosensitive body after
transfer. However, the present invention is suitably applicable to the image forming apparatus provided with the cleaning
device that cleans the bearing member that bears the toner images such as the intermediate transfer body.

[0092] Further, in accordance with the embodiments described above, the color laser printer is exemplified as the
image forming apparatus. However, the present invention is not limited to the color laser printer. It is of course possible
to apply the invention to an electronic photographing copying machine, a facsimile equipment, a wordprocessor, or
other electronic photographing image forming apparatuses.

[0093] Also, as the transfer material serving as a recording material, it is possible to use recording paper sheets,
OHP sheets or other plastic sheets, or cloths, among some others.

[0094] Although the presentinvention has been described with reference to the specific embodiments, it is not meant
to be construed in a limiting sense. Various modifications of the disclosed embodiments, as well as other embodiments
of the invention, will become apparent with reference to the description of the invention. It is therefore contemplated
that the appended claims will cover any modifications as fall within the scope of the invention as claimed.

Claims

1. A method of controlling an image-forming apparatus to which is detachably mountable a cartridge (13) comprising
a firstimage bearer member (15) on which a tonerimage can be formed, cleaning means (16) for removing residual
toner from the first image bearer member (15) after transfer of a toner image to a second image bearer member
(9) and a residual toner container (14) for receiving residual toner, and the image-forming apparatus comprising
the second image bearer member (9) onto which the toner image can be transferred from the first image bearer
member ;

wherein the image-forming apparatus is operable in a number of image formation modes each of which
generates a different amount of residual toner during an image-forming operation, comprising the steps of:

a) reading from a storage medium (49) a predetermined reference value for controlling the image-forming
apparatus;
b) changing a count total by a first count value each time an image-forming operation in a firstimage formation
mode is executed;
c) changing the count total by a second count value each time an image-forming operation in a second image
formation mode is executed;
d) comparing the count total to the predetermined reference value; and
e) controlling the operation of the apparatus in dependence on the result of the comparison, characterised
in that

the first image formation mode is a mode to form mono-color images and the first count value is the
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value to be counted per image to be formed on the second image bearer member (9); and

the second image formation mode is a mode to form images having plural colors and the second count
value is a value to be counted per image of each color when an image having plural colors is formed on the
second image bearer member (9).

A method according to claim 1, wherein in steps b) and c), the count total is changed by incrementing the count
total by the first count value and the second count value, respectively.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the second image
bearer member is a recording material (2).

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the second image
bearer member is an intermediate transfer body (9).

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein the first image
bearer member (15) is a photosensitive body.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein the first image
formation mode is a mode to form black and white images.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a printing ratio per recording
material is different for toner images formed in the first image formation mode and toner images formed in the
second image formation mode.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the predetermined value stored
on the storage medium (49) is compared with an integrated value obtained by integrating the first count values
when images are formed in the first image formation mode, and compared with the integrated value obtained by
integrating the second count values when images are formed in the second image formation mode.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the predetermined value stored
on the storage medium (49) is the value used for suspending the operation of the image forming apparatus or for
continuing the operation thereof.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the predetermined value stored
on the storage medium is the value obtained on the basis of the maximum value of toner amount to be contained
in the container (14).

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:

a detecting step for detecting the amount of toner contained in the container (14) having reached the prede-
termined amount; and wherein
the controlling step is executed after the detecting step.

A method for controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 11, wherein optical detection means (47,48)
is used in the detecting step.

A cartridge (13), detachably mountable to an image-forming apparatus comprising: a second image bearer member
(9) for receiving a toner image from a first image bearer member (15); mounting means for detachably mounting
a cartridge (13); and control means (51) including a counter, means for storing a count total, means for receiving
a predetermined reference value from a storage medium (49) and comparator means for comparing the stored
count total with the predetermined reference value; wherein the image-forming apparatus is operable in a number
of image formation modes each of which generates a respective amount of residual toner during an image-forming
operation; wherein the counter is operable to change the stored count total by a first count value after each image-
forming operation in a first mode, and is operable to change the stored count total by a second count value after
each image-forming operation in a second mode; and the control means is operable to control the image-forming
apparatus in dependence on the result of the comparison made by the comparator means, the cartridge comprising:

a first image bearer member (15) on which a toner image can be formed;
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cleaning means (16) for cleaning residual toner remaining on the surface of the first image bearer member
after the toner image has been transferred to the second image bearer member;

aresidual toner container (14) for containing toner cleaned from the surface of the first image bearer member;
and

a storage medium (49) storing information representing the predetermined reference value for use in the control
of the image-forming apparatus, characterised in that

the first image formation mode is a mode to form mono-color images and the first count value is the value to
be counted per image to be formed on the second image bearer member (9); and

the second image formation mode is a mode to form images having plural colors and the second count value
is a value to be counted per image of each color when an image having plural colors is formed on the second
image bearer member (9).

A cartridge according to claim 13, wherein the storage medium also stores information representing the first and
second count values.

A cartridge according to claim 13 or claim 14, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium (49)
is compared with an integrated value obtained by integrating the first count values when images are formed in the
first mode, and compared with the integrated value obtained by integrating the second count values when images
are formed in the second mode.

A cartridge according to any of claims 13 to 15, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium
(49) is the value used for suspending the operation of the image forming apparatus or for continuing the operation
thereof.

A cartridge according to any of claims 13 to 16, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium
(49) is the value obtained on the basis of the maximum value of toner amount to be contained in the container (14).

A cartridge according to claim 13, wherein the maximum value of toner to be contained in the container (14) for
the image formation in the first mode is different from the maximum value of toner to be contained in the container
for the image formation in the second mode.

An image-forming apparatus comprising:

a second image bearer member (9) for receiving a toner image from the first image bearer member (15);
mounting means for detachably mounting a cartridge (13), the cartridge comprising;

a first image bearer member (15) on which a toner image can be formed;

cleaning means (16) for cleaning residual toner remaining on the surface of the first image bearer member
after the toner image has been transferred to the second image bearer member;

a residual toner container (14) for containing residual toner cleaned by the cleaning means (16); and

a storage medium (49) storing information representing a predetermined reference value; and the image-
forming apparatus further comprising;

control means (51) including a counter, means for storing a count total, means for receiving the predetermined
reference value from the storage medium (49) and comparator means for comparing the stored count total
with the predetermined reference value;

wherein the image-forming apparatus is operable in a number of image formation modes each of which
generates a respective amount of residual toner during an image-forming operation;

wherein the counter is operable to change the stored count total by a first count value after each image-
forming operation in a first mode, and is operable to change the stored count total by a second count value after
each image-forming operation in a second mode; and

the control means is operable to control the image-forming apparatus in dependence on the result of the
comparison made by the comparator means, characterised in that

the first image formation mode is a mode to form mono-color images and the first count value is the value
to be counted per image to be formed on the second image bearer member (9); and

the second image formation mode is a mode to form images having plural colors and the second count value
is a value to be counted per image of each color when an image having plural colors is formed on the second
image bearer member (9).
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An image-forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the counter is operable to change the stored count
total by incrementing the stored count total by the first count value and the second count value after each image-
forming operation in the first and second mode, respectively.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19 or claim 20, wherein the second image bearer member (9) is
a recording material.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19 or claim 20, wherein the second image bearer member (9) is
an intermediate transfer body.

An image forming apparatus according to any of claims 19 to 22, wherein the first image bearer member (15) is a
photosensitive body.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the firstimage formation mode is a mode to form black
and white images.

An image forming apparatus according to any of claims 19 to 24, wherein a printing ratio per recording material is
different for a toner image formed in the first mode and for a toner image formed in the second mode.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium
is compared with an integrated value obtained by integrating the first count values when images are formed in the
first mode, and compared with the integrated value obtained by integrating the second count values when images
are formed in the second mode.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium
(49) is the value used for suspending the operation of the image forming apparatus or for continuing the operation
thereof.

Animage forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the predetermined value stored on the storage medium
is the value obtained on the basis of the maximum value of toner amount to be contained in the container.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising detecting means (47,48) for detecting the
toner containing amount in the container (14), and the image forming apparatus is controlled in accordance with
the predetermined value stored on the storage medium after the detecting means detects the toner containing
amount having reached a predetermined amount.

An image forming apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the detecting means comprises a light emitting element
(47) and a light receiving element (48).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung, an welcher eine Kassette (13) abnehmbar befestigbar
ist, die ein erstes Bildtragelement (15), auf welchem ein Tonerbild ausgebildet werden kann, eine Reinigungsein-
richtung (16) zur Entfernung restlichen Toners von dem ersten Bildtragelement (15) nach der Ubertragung eines
Tonerbilds auf ein zweites Bildtragelement (9) und einen Resttonerbehélter (14) zur Aufnahme von Resttoner
aufweist, und die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung das zweite Bildtragelement (9) aufweist, auf welches das Tonerbild
von dem ersten Bildtragelement Gbertragen werden kann;

wobei die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung in einer Anzahl von Bilderzeugungsmodi betétigbar ist, von denen jeder
wahrend eines Bilderzeugungsvorgangs eine andere Menge an Resttoner erzeugt, welche die Schritte aufweisen:

a) Lesen eines vorbestimmten Referenzwerts zur Steuerung der Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung von einem Spei-
chermedium (49);

b) Anderung einer Gesamtanzahl um einen ersten Zahlwert, jedes Mal, wenn ein Bilderzeugungsvorgang in
einem ersten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgefihrt wird;

c) Anderung der Gesamtanzahl um einen zweiten Zahlwert, jedes Mal, wenn ein Bilderzeugungsvorgang in
einem zweiten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgefiihrt wird;

d) Vergleich der Gesamtanzahl mit dem vorbestimmten Referenzwert; und
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e) Steuerung der Betatigung der Vorrichtung in Abhangigkeit von dem Ergebnis des Vergleichs, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass
der erste Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von einfarbigen Bildern ist und der erste
Zahlwert der Wert ist, der pro Bild zu zéhlen ist, das auf dem zweiten Bildtragelement (9) auszubilden ist; und
der zweite Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von Bildern ist, die mehrere Farben haben,
und der zweite Zahlwert ein Wert ist, der pro Bild von jeder Farbe zu z&hlen ist, wenn auf dem zweiten Bild-
tragelement (9) ein Bild ausgebildet wird, das mehrere Farben hat.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem in den Schritten b) und c) die Gesamtanzahl durch Erhéhen der Ge-
samtanzahl um den ersten Zahlwert bzw. den zweiten Zahlwert gedndert wird.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, bei welchem das
zweite Bildtragelement ein Aufzeichnungsmaterial (2) ist.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, bei welchem das
zweite Bildtragelement ein Zwischenibertragungskorper (9) ist.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem vorhergehenden Anspruch, bei welchem
das erste Bildtragelement (15) ein lichtempfindlicher Korper ist.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem vorhergehenden Anspruch, bei welchem
der erste Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus ist, um Schwarzweilbilder auszubilden.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem ein Druckverhaltnis je
Aufzeichnungsmaterial fiir Tonerbilder, die in dem ersten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden, und fiir Ton-
erbilder, die in dem zweiten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden, verschieden ist.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem der in dem Speicher-
medium (49) gespeicherte vorbestimmte Wert mit einem durch Integrieren der ersten Zahlwerte erzielten integrier-
ten Wert verglichen wird, wenn Bilder in dem ersten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden, und mit dem durch
Integrieren der zweiten Zahlwerte erzielten integrierten Wert verglichen wird, wenn Bilder in dem zweiten Bilder-
zeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem der in dem Speicher-
medium (49) gespeicherte vorbestimmte Wert der Wert ist, der zum Einstellen der Betatigung der Bilderzeugungs-
vorrichtung oder zur Fortsetzung von deren Betatigung benutzt wird.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem der in dem Speicher-
medium gespeicherte vorbestimmte Wert der Wert ist, der auf der Basis des Maximalwerts der Tonermenge erzielt
wird, die in dem Behalter (14) enthalten sein kann.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, das ferner aufweist:

einen Erfassungsschritt zur Erfassung der Menge an in dem Behalter (14) enthaltenen Toner, welche die
vorbestimmte Menge erreicht hat; und bei welchem
der Steuerungsschritt nach dem Erfassungsschritt ausgefiihrt wird.

Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 11, bei welchem die optische Erfas-
sungseinrichtung (47, 48) in dem Erfassungsschritt benutzt wird.

Kassette (13), die abnehmbar an einer Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung befestigbar ist, die aufweist: ein zweites Bild-
tragelement (9) zum Empfang eines Tonerbilds von einem ersten Bildtragelement (15); eine Befestigungseinrich-
tung zum abnehmbaren Befestigen einer Kassette (13); und eine Steuereinrichtung (51) einschlief3lich einer Zah-
leinrichtung, einer Einrichtung zur Speicherung einer Gesamtanzahl, einer Einrichtung zum Empfang eines vor-
bestimmten Bezugswerts von einem Speichermedium (49) und einer Vergleichseinrichtung zum Vergleich der
gespeicherten Gesamtanzahl mit dem vorbestimmten Referenzwert;

wobei die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung in einer Anzahl von Bilderzeugungsmodi betatigbar ist, von denen jeder wah-
rend eines Bilderzeugungsvorgangs eine entsprechende Menge an Resttoner erzeugt; wobei die Zahleinrichtung
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betatigbar ist, um die gespeicherte Gesamtanzahl nach jedem Bilderzeugungsvorgang in einem ersten Modus um
einen ersten Zahlwert zu dndern, und betatigbar ist, um die gespeicherte Gesamtanzahl nach jedem Bilderzeu-
gungsvorgang in einem zweiten Modus um einen zweiten Zahlwert zu dndern; und die Steuereinrichtung betatigbar
ist, um die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung in Abhangigkeit von dem Ergebnis des durch die Vergleichseinrichtung aus-
geflihrten Vergleichs zu steuern, wobei die Kassette aufweist:

ein erstes Bildtragelement (15), auf welchem ein Tonerbild ausgebildet werden kann;

eine Reinigungseinrichtung (16) zur Reinigung von restlichem Toner, der auf der Oberflache des ersten Bild-
tragelements verbleibt, nachdem das Tonerbild auf das zweite Bildtragelement ibertragen worden ist;

einen Resttonerbehalter (14) zur Aufnahme von Toner, von dem die Oberflache des ersten Bildtragelements
gereinigt worden ist; und

ein Speichermedium (49), das Informationen speichert, die den vorbestimmten Referenzwert zur Nutzung in
der Steuerung der Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung reprasentieren, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

der erste Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von einfarbigen Bildern ist und der erste Zahlwert
der Wert ist, der pro Bild zu zahlen ist, das auf dem zweiten Bildtragelement (9) auszubilden ist; und

der zweite Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von Bildern ist, die mehrere Farben haben, und
der zweite Zahlwert ein Wert ist, der pro Bild von jeder Farbe zu zéhlen ist, wenn ein Bild, das mehrere Farben
hat, auf dem zweiten Bildtragelement (9) ausgebildet wird.

Kassette nach Anspruch 13, bei welcher das Speichermedium auch Informationen speichert, welche die ersten
und zweiten Zahlwerte reprasentieren.

Kassette nach Anspruch 13 oder 14, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium (49) gespeicherte vorbestimmte
Wert mit einem integrierten Wert verglichen wird, der durch Integrieren der ersten Zahlwerte erzielt wird, wenn
Bilder in dem ersten Modus ausgebildet werden, und mit dem integrierten Wert verglichen wird, der durch Inte-
grieren der zweiten Zahlwerte erzielt wird, wenn Bilder in dem zweiten Modus ausgebildet werden.

Kassette nach einem der Anspriiche 13 bis 15, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium (49) gespeicherte vorbe-
stimmte Wert der Wert ist, der zum Einstellen der Betatigung der Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung oder zur Fortsetzung
von deren Betétigung benutzt wird.

Kassette nach einem der Anspriiche 13 bis 16, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium (49) gespeicherte vorbe-
stimmte Wert der Wert ist, der auf der Basis des Maximalwerts der Tonermenge erzielt wird, die in dem Behalter
(14) enthalten sein kann.

Kassette nach Anspruch 13, bei welcher der Maximalwert des Toners, der zur Bilderzeugung in dem ersten Modus
in dem Behalter (14) enthalten sein kann, von dem Maximalwert des Toners verschieden ist, der zur Bilderzeugung
in dem zweiten Modus in dem Behalter enthalten sein kann.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung, die aufweist:

ein zweites Bildtragelement (9) zum Empfang eines Tonerbilds von dem ersten Bildtragelement (15);

eine Befestigungseinrichtung zum abnehmbaren Befestigen einer Kassette (13), wobei die Kassette aufweist;
ein erstes Bildtragelement (15), auf welchem ein Tonerbild ausgebildet werden kann;

eine Reinigungseinrichtung (16) zur Reinigung von restlichem Toner, der auf der Oberflache des ersten Bild-
tragelements verbleibt, nachdem das Tonerbild auf das zweite Bildtragelement Gibertragen worden ist;

einen Resttonerbehalter (14) zur Aufnahme von durch die Reinigungseinrichtung (16) abgerdumtem Toner;
und

ein Speichermedium (49), das Informationen speichert, die einen vorbestimmten Referenzwert représentieren;
und die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung ferner aufweist;

eine Steuereinrichtung (51) einschlieBlich einer Zahleinrichtung, einer Einrichtung zur Speicherung einer Ge-
samtanzahl, einer Einrichtung zum Empfang eines vorbestimmten Bezugswerts von dem Speichermedium
(49) und einer Vergleichseinrichtung zum Vergleich der gespeicherten Gesamtanzahl mit dem vorbestimmten
Referenzwert;

wobei die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung in einer Anzahl von Bilderzeugungsmodi betétigbar ist, von denen jeder

wahrend eines Bilderzeugungsvorgangs eine entsprechende Menge an Resttoner erzeugt;
wobei die Zahleinrichtung betéatigbar ist, um die gespeicherte Gesamtanzahl nach jedem Bilderzeugungs-
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vorgang in einem ersten Modus um einen ersten Zahlwert zu dndern, und betatigbar ist, um die gespeicherte
Gesamtanzahl nach jedem Bilderzeugungsvorgang in einem zweiten Modus um einen zweiten Zéhlwert zu &ndern;
und

die Steuereinrichtung betatigbar ist, um die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung in Abhangigkeit von dem Ergebnis
des durch die Vergleichseinrichtung ausgefiihrten Vergleichs zu steuern, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

der erste Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von einfarbigen Bildern ist und der erste Zahlwert
der Wert ist, der pro Bild zu zahlen ist, das auf dem zweiten Bildtragelement (9) auszubilden ist; und

der zweite Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus zur Ausbildung von Bildern ist, die mehrere Farben haben, und
der zweite Zahlwert ein Wert ist, der pro Bild von jeder Farbe zu zahlen ist, wenn ein Bild, das mehrere Farben
hat, auf dem zweiten Bildtragelement (9) ausgebildet wird.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, bei welcher die Zahleinrichtung betatigbar ist, um die gespeicherte
Gesamtanzahl durch Erhéhen der Gesamtanzahl umden ersten Zahlwert und den zweiten Zahlwert nach jedem
Bilderzeugungsvorgang in dem ersten bzw. zweiten Modus zu andern.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19 oder Anspruch 20, bei welcher das zweite Bildtragelement (9) ein
Aufzeichnungsmaterial ist.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19 oder Anspruch 20, bei welcher das zweite Bildtragelement (9) ein
Zwischenlbertragungskaorper ist.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 19 bis 22, bei welcher das erste Bildtragelement (15) ein
lichtempfindlicher Kérper ist.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, bei welcher der erste Bilderzeugungsmodus ein Modus ist, um
Schwarzweillbilder auszubilden.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 19 bis 24, bei welcher ein Druckverhaltnis je Aufzeich-
nungsmaterial fir ein Tonerbild, das in dem ersten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet wird, und fiir ein Tonerbild,
das in dem zweiten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet wird, verschieden ist.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium gespeicherte vorbestimm-
te Wert mit einem durch Integrieren der ersten Zahlwerte erzielten integrierten Wert verglichen wird, wenn Bilder
in dem ersten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden, und mit dem durch Integrieren der zweiten Zahlwerte
erzielten integrierten Wert verglichen wird, wenn Bilder in dem zweiten Bilderzeugungsmodus ausgebildet werden.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium (49) gespeicherte vorbe-
stimmte Wert der Wert ist, der zum Einstellen der Betatigung der Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung oder zur Fortsetzung
von deren Betatigung benutzt wird.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, bei welcher der in dem Speichermedium gespeicherte vorbestimm-
te Wert der Wert ist, der auf der Basis des Maximalwerts der Tonermenge erzielt wird, die in dem Behalter enthalten
sein kann.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 19, die ferner eine Erfassungseinrichtung (47, 48) zur Erfassung der
Menge an in dem Behalter (14) enthaltenen Toner aufweist, und die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung wird in Uberein-
stimmung mit dem in dem Speichermedium gespeicherten vorbestimmten Wert gesteuert, nachdem die Erfas-
sungseinrichtung erfasst, dass die Menge an enthaltenem Toner eine vorbestimmte Menge erreicht hat.

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 29, bei welcher die Erfassungseinrichtung ein Licht-emittierendes Ele-
ment (47) und ein Licht-empfangendes Element (48) aufweist.

Revendications

1.

Procédé de commande d'un appareil de formation d'image sur lequel peut étre montée de maniére amovible une
cartouche (13) comprenant un premier élément (15) de support d'image sur lequel une image de toner peut étre
formée, un moyen de nettoyage (16) pour éliminer un toner résiduel du premier élément (15) de support d'image
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apres transfert d'une image de toner sur un deuxiéme élément (9) de support d'image, et un conteneur (14) de
toner résiduel pour recevoir un toner résiduel, et I'appareil de formation d'image comprenant le deuxieme élément
(9) de support d'image sur lequel I'image de toner peut étre transférée a partir du premier élément de support
d'image ;

dans lequel I'appareil de formation d'image peut fonctionner dans un certain nombre de modes de formation
d'image, chacun d'eux générant une quantité différente de toner résiduel au cours d'une opération de formation
d'image, comprenant les étapes de :

a) lecture a partir d'un support de stockage (49) d'une valeur de référence prédéterminée pour commander
I'appareil de formation d'image ;
b) changement d'un compte total par une premiére valeur de compte chaque fois qu'une opération de formation
d'image dans un premier mode de formation d'image est exécutée ;
c) changement du compte total par une deuxiéme valeur de compte chaque fois qu'une opération de formation
d'image dans un deuxiéme mode de formation d'image est exécutée ;
d) comparaison du compte total a la valeur de référence prédéterminée ; et
e) commande du fonctionnement de I'appareil en fonction du résultat de la comparaison, caractérisé en ce
que

le premier mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images a une seule couleur et la
premiére valeur de compte est la valeur a compter par image a former sur le deuxiéme élément (9) de support
d'image ; et

le deuxieme mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images ayant plusieurs couleurs
et la deuxiéme valeur de compte est une valeur a compter par image de chaque couleur lorsqu'une image
ayant plusieurs couleurs est formée sur le deuxiéme élément (9) de support d'image.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel, au cours des étapes b) et c), le compte total est changé en incré-
mentant le compte total par la premiére valeur de compte et la deuxiéme valeur de compte, respectivement.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, dans
lequel le deuxiéme élément de support d'image est un matériau d'enregistrement (2).

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, dans
lequel le deuxiéme élément de support d'image est un corps de transfert intermédiaire (9).

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelconque des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel le premier élément (15) de support d'image est un corps photosensible.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelconque des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel le premier mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images en noir et blanc.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le rapport d'im-
pression par matériau d'enregistrement est différent pour des images de toner formées dans le premier mode de
formation d'image et des images de toner formées dans le deuxieme mode de formation d'image.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la valeur prédé-
terminée stockée sur le support de stockage (49) est comparée avec une valeur intégrée obtenue par intégration
des premiéres valeurs de compte lorsque des images sont formées dans le premier mode de formation d'image,
et est comparée avec la valeur intégrée obtenue par intégration des deuxiémes valeurs de compte lorsque des
images sont formées dans le deuxiéme mode de formation d'image.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la valeur prédé-
terminée stockée sur le support de stockage (49) est la valeur utilisée pour suspendre le fonctionnement de I'ap-
pareil de formation d'image ou pour poursuivre le fonctionnement de celui-ci.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la valeur prédé-
terminée stockée sur le support de stockage est la valeur obtenue sur la base de la valeur maximum de quantité

de toner destinée a étre contenue dans le conteneur (14).

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :
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une étape de détection pour détecter la quantité de toner contenue dans le conteneur (14) ayant atteint la
quantité prédéterminée ; et dans lequel
I'étape de commande est exécutée apres |'étape de détection.

Procédé pour commander un appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 11, dans lequel un moyen (47,
48) de détection optique est utilisé au cours de I'étape de détection.

Cartouche (13), pouvant étre montée de maniére amovible sur un appareil de formation d'image comprenant :

un deuxieme élément (9) de support d'image pour recevoir une image de toner en provenance d'un premier
élément (15) de support d'image ; un moyen de montage pour monter de maniére amovible une cartouche
(13) ; et un moyen (51) de commande comportant un compteur, un moyen pour stocker un compte total, un
moyen pour recevoir une valeur de référence prédéterminée en provenance d'un support de stockage (49) et
un moyen formant comparateur pour comparer le compte total stocké avec la valeur de référence
prédéterminée ; dans lequel I'appareil de formation d'image peut fonctionner dans un certain nombre de modes
de formation d'image, chacun d'eux générant une quantité respective de toner résiduel au cours d'une opé-
ration de formation d'image ; dans lequel le compteur peut fonctionner pour changer le compte total stocké
par une premiére valeur de compte aprés chaque opération de formation d'image dans un premier mode, et
peut fonctionner pour changer le compte total stocké par une deuxiéme valeur de compte aprés chaque opé-
ration de formation d'image dans un deuxiéme mode ; et le moyen de commande peut fonctionner pour com-
mander I'appareil de formation d'image en fonction du résultat de la comparaison faite par le moyen formant
comparateur, la cartouche comprenant :

un premier élément (15) de support d'image sur lequel une image de toner peut étre formée ;

un moyen (16) de nettoyage pour nettoyer le toner résiduel restant sur la surface du premier élément de
support d'image aprés que I'image de toner a été transférée sur le deuxieme élément de support d'image ;
un conteneur (14) de toner résiduel pour contenir du toner nettoyé de la surface du premier élément de
support d'image ; et

un support de stockage (49) stockant une information représentant la valeur de référence prédéterminée
pour une utilisation dans la commande de I'appareil de formation d'image, caractérisé en ce que

le premier mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images en une seule couleur et la
premiére valeur de compte est la valeur a compter par image a former sur le deuxieme élément (9) de
support d'image ; et

le deuxieme mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images ayant plusieurs couleurs
et la deuxieme valeur de compte est une valeur a compter par image de chaque couleur lorsqu'une image
ayant plusieurs couleurs est formée sur le deuxiéme élément (9) de support d'image.

Cartouche selon la revendication 13, dans laquelle le support de stockage stocke aussi une information représen-
tant les premiére et deuxiéme valeurs de compte.

Cartouche selon la revendication 13 ou la revendication 14, dans laquelle la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur le
support de stockage (49) est comparée avec une valeur intégrée obtenue par intégration des premieres valeurs
de compte lorsque des images sont formées dans le premier mode, et est comparée avec la valeur intégrée
obtenue par intégration des deuxiémes valeurs de compte lorsque des images sont formées dans le deuxieme
mode.

Cartouche selon l'une quelconque des revendications 13 a 15, dans laquelle la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur
le support de stockage (49) est la valeur utilisée pour suspendre le fonctionnement de I'appareil de formation
d'image ou pour poursuivre le fonctionnement de celui-ci.

Cartouche selon l'une quelconque des revendications 13 a 16, dans laquelle la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur
le support de stockage (49) est la valeur obtenue sur la base de la valeur maximum de quantité de toner destinée
a étre contenue dans le conteneur (14).

Cartouche selon la revendication 13, dans laquelle la valeur maximum de toner destinée a étre contenue dans le

conteneur (14) pour la formation d'image dans le premier mode est différente de la valeur maximum de toner
destinée a étre contenue dans le conteneur pour la formation d'image dans le deuxiéme mode.
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Appareil de formation d'image comprenant :

un deuxiéme élément (9) de support d'image pour recevoir une image de toner en provenance du premier
élément (15) de support d'image ;
un moyen de montage pour monter de maniére amovible une cartouche (13), la cartouche comprenant :

un premier élément (15) de support d'image sur lequel une image de toner peut étre formée ;

un moyen (16) de nettoyage pour nettoyer le toner résiduel restant sur la surface du premier élément de
support d'image aprés que I'image de toner a été transférée sur le deuxieme élément de support d'image ;
un conteneur (14) de toner résiduel pour contenir un toner résiduel nettoyé par le moyen de nettoyage
(16) ; et

un support de stockage (49) stockant une information représentant une valeur de référence
prédéterminée ; et I'appareil de formation d'image comprenant en outre :

un moyen (51) de commande comportant un compteur, un moyen pour stocker un compte total, un
moyen pour recevoir la valeur de référence prédéterminée en provenance du support de stockage
(49) et un moyen formant comparateur pour comparer le compte total stocké avec la valeur de réfé-
rence prédéterminée ;

dans lequel I'appareil de formation d'image peut fonctionner dans un certain nombre de modes de formation
d'image, chacun d'eux générant une quantité respective de toner résiduel au cours d'une opération de formation
d'image ;

dans lequel le compteur peut fonctionner pour changer le compte total stocké par une premiére valeur de
compte aprés chaque opération de formation d'image dans un premier mode, et peut fonctionner pour changer le
compte total stocké par une deuxiéme valeur de compte aprés chaque opération de formation d'image dans un
deuxiéme mode ; et

le moyen de commande peut fonctionner pour commander I'appareil de formation d'image en fonction du
résultat de la comparaison faite par le moyen formant comparateur, caractérisé en ce que

le premier mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images en une seule couleur et la
premiére valeur de compte est la valeur a compter par image a former sur le deuxieme élément (9) de support
d'image ; et

le deuxieme mode de formation d'image est un mode pour former des images ayant plusieurs couleurs et
la deuxieme valeur de compte est une valeur a compter par image de chaque couleur lorsqu'une image ayant
plusieurs couleurs est formée sur le deuxiéme élément (9) de support d'image.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, dans lequel le compteur peut fonctionner pour changer
le total de compte stocké en incrémentant le compte total stocké par la premiére valeur de compte et la deuxiéme
valeur de compte aprés chaque opération de formation d'image dans le premier et le deuxieme mode, respecti-
vement.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19 ou la revendication 20, dans lequel le deuxieéme élément
(9) de support d'image est un matériau d'enregistrement.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19 ou la revendication 20, dans lequel le deuxiéme élément
(9) de support d'image est un corps de transfert intermédiaire.

Appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelconque des revendications 19 a 22, dans lequel le premier élément
(15) de support d'image est un corps photosensible.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, dans lequel le premier mode de formation d'image est
un mode pour former des images en noir et blanc.

Appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelconque des revendications 19 a 24, dans lequel le rapport d'impres-
sion par matériau d'enregistrement est différent pour une image de toner formée dans le premier mode et pour

une image de toner formée dans le deuxieme mode.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, dans lequel la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur le support
de stockage est comparée avec une valeur intégrée obtenue par intégration des premiéres valeurs de compte

21



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

27.

28.

29,

30.

EP 0947 893 B9 (W1B1)

lorsque des images sont formées dans le premier mode, et est comparée avec la valeur intégrée obtenue par
intégration des deuxiémes valeurs de compte lorsque des images sont formées dans le deuxieme mode.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, dans lequel la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur le support
de stockage (49) est la valeur utilisée pour suspendre le fonctionnement de I'appareil de formation d'image ou
pour poursuivre le fonctionnement de celui-ci.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, dans lequel la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur le support
de stockage est la valeur obtenue sur la base de la valeur maximum de quantité de toner destinée a étre contenue
dans le conteneur.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 19, comprenant en outre un moyen (47, 48) de détection
pour détecter la quantité de toner contenue dans le conteneur (14), et I'appareil de formation d'image est com-
mandé en fonction de la valeur prédéterminée stockée sur le support de stockage aprés que le moyen de détection
a détecté la quantité de toner contenu ayant atteint une quantité prédéterminée.

Appareil de formation d'image selon la revendication 29, dans lequel le moyen de détection comprend un élément
(47) émettant de la lumiére et un élément (48) recevant de la lumiére.
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 6
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