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(54) Golf clubs and sets thereof

(57) A golf club head (1) and generally a set of golf
club heads is provided in which there is associated with
the golf club head an aesthetic picture, relief image, or
other graphic (4) which is employed purely as ornamen-
tation and has no relationship to the origin, the physical
characteristics, manufacturer or other persons or com-
panies handling or marketing the golf club head. Usually
the clubs of a set of such golf club heads will each have
a different picture, relief image, or other graphic associ-
ated therewith. The preferred embodiment is a cavity
backed club head having an integral relief image formed
in the cavity (2).

Al
Y. ¥, N N\
S )
3 ]
——
L~
Fig 1

Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Setrvices
2.16.7/3.6



1 EP 0 953 368 A1 2

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to golf clubs and more
particularly, but not exclusively, to sets of golf clubs usu-
ally consisting of a plurality, often three or four woods,
or, alternatively, or in addition, a set of irons containing
any number of irons, usually from four to ten, and possi-
bly also a putter.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

[0002] The individual golf clubs of a set thereof are
usually, if not always, made to look substantially identi-
cal to each other apart from the necessary differences
dictated by the angle of loft of the club face and, in the
case of a wood, the overall size of the head.

[0003] Accordingly, apart from the strictly functional
aesthetic appeal of the particular club head design, no
aesthetically pleasing or artistic element is embodied in
golf clubs other than trade marks or other material indi-
cating the origin of the golf clubs.

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0004] It is the object of this invention to provide golf
clubs and sets thereof in which the clubs have an
improved aesthetic appeal which may also be used as a
functional feature as may be required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] In accordance with this invention there is pro-
vided a golf club head which has permanently associ-
ated with it a picture, relief image, or other graphic
having aesthetic appeal and unrelated to the origin or
physical characteristics of the club head and not being a
corporate name, logo, personal initials, or the like.
[0006] The invention also provides a set of golf club
heads as defined above wherein at least two of the
heads of said set have different pictures, relief images,
or graphics associated therewith with the different pic-
tures, relief images, or graphics preferably related to the
extent that they clearly constitute a set.

[0007] Further features of the invention provide for
each club of a set to have a different picture or graphic
associated therewith; for the pictures or graphics to be
of a common subject thereby providing a link between
them, for example a series of animals, cartoon charac-
ters or the like; for the picture or graphic to be located,
in the case of an iron, in a cavity at the rear of the club
head; for the picture or graphic to assume the form of a
relief image formed integral with the club head; and for
the relief image to be formed in the casting or forging
process whereby the club head is manufactured.
[0008]  Alternatively, the picture or graphic may be
made as a separate item and permanently bonded, sol-
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dered, brazed, or welded to the club head.

[0009] In order that the invention may be more fully
understood, one embodiment thereof is described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] In the drawings:-

FIG.1 is an elevation of the rear face of the club
head of an iron in the inverted orientation in
which it is normally found in a golf bag;

FIG.2 is a cross-section taken through the club head
along line Il to Il in Figure 1, but with the golf
club head in an operative orientation;

FIG.3 is a view similar to Figure 1, but showing three
different irons of a set according to the inven-
tion; and,

FIG.4 s a perspective view of a putter head accord-

ing to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF
THE INVENTION WITH REFERENCE TO THE DRAW-
INGS

[0011] As illustrated in the drawings, a golf club head
(1), in this case a number three iron, has a cavity (2)
formed in the rear face (3) of the head and formed inte-
grally with the metal of the head is a picture (4) formed
in relief from the surface (5) of the cavity.

[0012] In this case, the picture is that of an animal
such as a lion and in this embodiment of the invention
each of the other irons of the set which includes the
illustrated number five iron, will have a relief picture of a
different animal as indicated and illustrated in Figure 3.
[0013] It will be clear from the above, that the relief pic-
ture is preferably formed integral with the club head and
at the time of casting or forging thereof.

[0014] Thus, when viewed in the normal orientation in
which the clubs are stored in a bag, i.e. the inverted ori-
entation, the various pictures on the rear faces of the
club heads can be viewed in their normal upright orien-
tation and it is considered that a particularly pleasing or
at least enticing feature is added to a set of golf clubs by
virtue of the invention.

[0015] Inthe case of a putter (6), illustrated in Figure
4, however, because in the normal inverted orientation
in a bag it is obscured by means of a cover, a relief
image (7) of an animal is, in this case, orientated so that
it is in its normal orientation when the putter head is low-
ermost in its operative orientation. The relief image
could extend between a lower flange (8) and an upright
striking flange (9) of the putter.

[0016] Clearly, the pictures could be of any desired
subject such as, for example, a series of comic charac-
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ters; pictures of a series of famous golfers; emblems of
a series of famous golf courses; or any other series of
pictures. lt is also not essential that each and every club
of a set have a different picture and it is within the scope
of this invention that a picture can be repeated in the
set.

[0017] Inthe case of a set of woods, the pictures could
be flat pictures on the top face of the golf club or, prefer-
ably, on the rear arcuate surface of the golf club head.
[0018] The invention therefore provides a set of golf
clubs which will have a very much enhanced aesthetic
appeal, as well as a uniqueness factor which, it is envis-
aged, will be of great appeal to many persons.

[0019] Inits broadest sense, this invention relates to a
golf club head which has associated with it a picture,
relief image or other graphic. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the picture, relief image or graphic has aesthetic
appeal and is unrelated to the origin or physical charac-
teristics of the club head and is not a corporate name,
logo, personal initials or the like.

[0020] The features disclosed in the foregoing
description, in the following claims and/or in the accom-
panying drawings may, both separately and in any com-
bination thereof, be material for realising the invention in
diverse forms thereof.

Claims

1. A golf club head (1) which has permanently associ-
ated with it a picture, relief image, or other graphic
(4) having aesthetic appeal and unrelated to the ori-
gin or physical characteristics of the club head and
not being a corporate name, logo, personal initials,
or the like.

2. Agolf club head as claimed in claim 1 in which the
picture, relief image, or other graphic image is
located within the confines of a cavity (2) in the rear
(3) of the club head.

3. A golf club head as claimed in either of claims 1 or
2 in which a relief image having aesthetic appeal is
formed integral with the club head by a casting or
forging process whereby the club head is manufac-
tured.

4. A golf club head as claimed in either of claims 1 or
2 in which the picture, relief image, or other graphic
is made as a separate item which is permanently
attached to a prefabricated golf club head.

5. A set of golf club heads which comprises at least
two golf club heads as claimed in any one of claims
1to 4.

6. A set of golf club heads as claimed in claim 5 in
which each of the golf club heads has a different
picture, relief image, or other graphic associated
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10.

11.

therewith.

A set of golf club heads as claimed in claim 6 in
which the different pictures, relief images, or other
graphics are related to each other by a common
subject.

A set of golf club heads as claimed in claim 7 in
which the common subject is selected from a series
of animals and a series of cartoon characters.

A set of golf clubs comprising a set of golf club
heads as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 8 with
each golf club head being carried on a golf club
shaft.

A set of golf clubs as claimed in claim 9 in which the
golf clubs are irons.

A golf club head as claimed in any one of claims 1
to 4 in the form of a putter head having a lower
flange and an upright striking flange with a relief
image extending between the flanges.
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