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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an improved
beam structure used to interlock articles such as so-
called brick packages or interconnected cups or pots.
Such groupings may constitute a single pair or any other
desired arrangement such as two rows of two packages
each, two rows of three, four or five packages each or
greater number of rows of a desired number of contain-
ers. Ordinarily, such containers are smaller than an or-
dinary drinking glass and in order to provide for efficient
handling during shipment and displays in retail outlets,
it is desirable to stack the articles in tiers one above the
other.

[0002] This invention relates particularly to a new
beam structure which interconnects carrier side walls at
their lower end. Previous beams have been constructed
to form a "U-shaped" beam as highlighted in U.S. Patent
No. 3,861,530, or French Patent No. 2423 399. A further
type of beam construction is that known as a "flat shape"
beam. This can be found in U.S. Patent No. 2,764,284.
[0003] US 4 127 304 illustrates another type of beam
structure in the form of an interior partition structure
adapted to form two adjacent cells.

[0004] The problem with the U-shaped beam struc-
ture is that two folds are required along the lower end of
the beam which increases the complexity of construc-
tion. The main problem associated with the flat-shape
beam structure is the concentration of the score lines to
one particular point, which is undesirable.

[0005] The present invention has overcome the diffi-
culties associated with the previous types of beam, by
providing a cut line to relieve the stresses caused by a
concentration of score lines as well as to facilitate the
beam formation.

[0006] In accordance with one aspect of the invention
there is a beam structure of a carrier for packaging a
plurality of articles. The beam structure bridges between
opposed carrier side walls to be interposed between the
articles and further to support the articles. The beam
structure comprises a pair of bracket panels extending
downwardly from the side walls, a pair of strips each ex-
tending between the bracket panels, a pair of gusset
panels hingedly interconnecting each bracket panel with
the strips. Each bracket panel is disposed in a face
to face relationship with the gusset panels of a re-
spective pair. The strips are hinged along their com-
mon lower side edge to form a beam of a substantially
V-shaped cross-section. The lower end portion of each
bracket panel is severed by a cut from the adjacent por-
tions of the beam structure.

[0007] In one optional feature of this aspect of the in-
vention, the beam formed from the strips is provided at
each end thereof with the respective pair of gusset pan-
els so that each end of the beam is hingedly connected
to the each bracket panel.

[0008] In another optional feature of this aspect of the
invention, each bracket panel is hingedly connected
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along its opposing side edges to the gusset panels of
the respective pair, the side edges of each bracket panel
is disposed generally perpendicular to each other, and
the cut extends partially along the side edges of each
bracket panel.

[0009] In a further optional feature of this aspect of
the invention, each bracket panel is substantially trape-
zoidal in shape and is hingedly connected along its op-
posing oblique side edges to the gusset panels of the
respective pair, and the cut extends entirely along a
shorter edge of said each bracket panel.

[0010] In yet a further optional feature of this aspect
of the invention, the strips define therebetween an acute
angle to facilitate formation of said beam.

[0011] A second aspect of the invention provides a
carrier for packaging a plurality of articles. The carrier
comprises a pair of opposed side walls, and a beam
structure which beam structure bridges between the
side walls to support the articles.

[0012] A third aspect of the invention provides a blank
for forming an article carrier having a beam structure of
a substantially V-shaped cross-section. The blank com-
prises a pair of spaced carrier side walls, a pair of brack-
et panels extending toward each other from the side
walls respectively, a pair of strips each extending be-
tween the bracket panels, and a pair of gusset panels
hingedly interconnecting each of the bracket panels with
the strips. The strips are hingedly connected together
along a common side edge thereof to form the beam
structure. A portion of each bracket panel is severed by
a cut from the gusset panels of a respective pair.
[0013] Preferably, the beam structure to be formed
from the strips may be provided at each end thereof with
the respective pair of the gusset panels so that each end
is hingedly connected to each bracket panel.

[0014] Accordingto an optional feature of the third as-
pect of the invention each bracket panel may be hinged-
ly connected along opposing side edges thereof to the
gusset panels of the respective pair, the side edges of
each bracket panel being disposed generally perpen-
dicular to each other. Preferably, the cut may extend par-
tially along the side edges of each bracket panel.
[0015] According to another optional feature of the
third aspect of the invention each bracket panel may be
substantially trapezoidal in shape and is hingedly con-
nected along opposing oblique side edges thereof to the
gusset panels of the respective pair, and the cut extends
entirely along a shorter edge of each bracket panel.
[0016] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example only, with reference to the
following drawings in which:

FIGURE 1 shows the beam structure formed from
the carrier blank, according to the invention;

FIGURE 2 shows a plan view of one end of the
beam structure according to the invention shown in
Figure 1; and
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FIGURE 3 shows a cross-sectional view of the
beam structure as shown in Figure 2.

[0017] As illustrated in Figure 1, there is shown part
of a carrier for forming a beam structure 10 attached to
a carrier for packaging a plurality of horizontally ar-
ranged articles. The carrier is made from paperboard or
similar foldable sheet material. The beam structure 10
extends between opposed carrier side walls 12, 14, and
comprises a pair of oppositely disposed bracket panels
16, 18 hingedly connected to respective one of said side
walls 12, 14.

[0018] Part of the carrier blank for forming one end of
the beam structure 10 is shown in Figure 2. It comprises
a bracket panel 16 hingedly connected along its upper
edge to carrier side wall 12 along fold line 20. In this
embodiment, the bracket panel 16 is substantially trap-
ezoidal in shape. The bracket panel 16 is hinged along
each of its opposing side edges 22, 24 to one of a pair
of substantially triangular gusset panels 26, 28 along
fold lines 30, 32 respectively. Gusset panel 26 is foldably
connected along fold line 34 to a support panel 36. Like-
wise, gusset panel 28 is foldably connected along fold
line 38 to a second support panel 40. First and second
support panels 36, 40 are foldably connected together
along their common side edge by fold line 42 and are
connected to gusset panels 44, 46 at the opposite end
of the beam structure 10, shown in Figure 1.

[0019] Each gussetpanel 26, 28 is partially separated
from bracket panel 16 by cut lines 48, 50 respectively
which extend from fold lines 30, 32 respectively to the
intersections of fold lines 34 and 38. Another cut line 52
separates bracket panel 16 from support panels 36, 40
and extends between cut lines 48 and 50 respectively.
[0020] The opposite end of beam structure 10 com-
prises a bracket panel 18 and gusset panels 44, 46
hingeably connected to bracket panel 18 and the other
end of first and second support panels 32, 34. The
above-mentioned panels 18; 44, 46 are in symmetrically
opposite positions to bracket panel 16 and gusset pan-
els 26, 28 and are of similar construction and not there-
fore more specifically described.

[0021] Turning to the construction of the carrier and
in particular the beam structure 10, shown in Figure 1,
the carrier is part erected to provide a pair of oppositely
disposed side walls 12, 14. The bracket panels 16, 18
are hingeably connected to opposed carrier side walls
12, 14 such that the beam structure 10 is formed below
the side walls 12, 14. The beam structure 10 is con-
structed by folding first and second support panels 36,
40 along their common fold line 42 and into an angular
relationship with each other. Gusset panels 26, 28 fold-
ed into a face to face relationship with bracket panel 16
along fold line 30, 32. Likewise, gusset panels 44, 46
are folded in a face to face relationship with bracket pan-
el 18 along fold lines 53, 55 respectively. The expression
"face to face relationship" as used herein refers to either
the arrangement wherein each gusset panel is in con-
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tact with the respective bracket panel face to face or the
arrangement wherein each gusset panel is opposed to
the respective bracket panel face to face with a space
therebetween. In a face to face contacting relationship,
each gusset panel 26, 28; 44, 46 may be attached to the
respective bracket panel 16, 18 by glue or other means
known in the art.

[0022] Each pair of gusset panels 26, 28; 44, 46 are
folded about fold lines 36, 38; 54, 56 and are thereby
brought into a substantially perpendicular arrangement
with support panels 36, 40, to form the beam structure
10, shown in Figure 1. The other panels of the carrier
can be placed in a set up condition such that the beam
structure is able to receive and support at lip portion at
least one article by the upper edges of support panels
36, 40.

[0023] As shown in Figure 1, the beam structure 10
extends between opposed carrier side walls 12, 14 en-
abling the structure to be interposed between articles
and further to support the articles. The beam structure
10 comprises bracket panels 16, 18 extending down-
wardly from side walls 12, 14 and pairs of gusset panels
26, 28; 44, 46 hingeably connected with said bracket
panels 16, 18 to form face to face relationship. Strips
36, 40 extend between and are hingeably connected to
the gusset panels 26, 28; 44, 46. The strips 36, 40 are
hinged along their common lower side edge 42 to form
a beam of a substantially V-shaped cross-section, the
lower end portion of each bracket panel 16, 18 being
severed by a cut 48, 50, 52 from the adjacent portions
of said beam structure 10.

[0024] Figure 3 illustrates part of the forming tool "T"
used to fold the support panels 36, 40 along the fold line
42 and also illustrates a relief angle o formed between
the support panels 36, 40. The relief angle o facilitates
the engagement and disengagement of the forming tool
"T" upon formation of the beam structure 10. To form the
beam structure 10, the forming tool "T" is moved in the
direction "A" as indicated in Figure 3. Cut lines 48, 50
and 52 separate the lower end portion of the bracket
panel 16 from the gusset panels 26, 28 as well as from
the support panels 36, 40. It will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that the relief angle o can be altered by
moving fold lines 30, 32; 34, 38 and/or cut lines 48, 50
or 52 according to particular requirements of the beam
structure 10. The bracket panels 16, 18 are not neces-
sarily trapezoidal in shape but may be triangular, pen-
tagonal, or hexagonal. The positioning of cut lines 48,
50, 52 can be altered to any desired position in order to
provide relief to the stresses caused by the concentra-
tion of fold lines. However, it is preferred that the relief
angle a is kept small enough to allow smooth introduc-
tion of articles into the carrier. A beam structure with a
too wide relief angle would interfere with the articles to
be loaded into the carrier. A preferred relief angle is an
acute angle less than thirty (30) degrees.

[0025] The present invention and its preferred em-
bodiment relates to a beam structure in a top gripping
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carrier which is shaped to provide satisfactory strength
to hold at least one article securely but with a degree of
flexibility so that the load transferred to the beam struc-
ture is absorbed by a carrier. The shape of the blank
minimizes the amount of paperboard required. The car-
rier can be applied to an array of articles by hand or au-
tomatic machinery. It is anticipated that the invention
can be applied to a variety of carriers including, but not
limited to, those disclosed in U.S. Patent Nos.
2,764,284; 2,823,063; 2,823,064; 3,861,530; and
5,682,996 and French Patent No. 7811397 which pat-
ents are hereby incorporated by reference.

Claims

1. A beam structure (10) of a carrier for packaging a
plurality of articles, said beam structure bridging be-
tween a pair of opposed side walls (12, 14) of said
carrier to support said articles, said beam structure
comprising a pair of bracket panels (16, 18) extend-
ing downwardly from said side walls (12, 14) re-
spectively; a pair of strips (36, 40) each extending
between said bracket panels (16, 18); and a pair of
gusset panels (26, 28; 44, 46) hingedly intercon-
necting each of said bracket panels (16, 18) with
said strips (36, 40), said each bracket panel (16, 18)
being disposed in a face to face relationship with
said gusset panels (26, 28) of a respective pair
characterised in that said strips being hingedly
connected together along a common lower side
edge thereof to form a beam of a substantially V-
shaped cross-section, and in that a lower end por-
tion of said each bracket panel being severed by a
cut (48, 50, 52) from adjacent portions of said beam
structure (10).

2. Abeam structure according to claim 1, wherein said
beam formed from said strips is provided at each
end thereof with said respective pair of said gusset
panels (26, 28) so that said each end of said beam
is hingedly connected to said each bracket panel
(16, 18).

3. A beam structure according to claim 1 or claim 2
wherein said each bracket panel is hingedly con-
nected along opposing side edges (22, 24) thereof
to said gusset panels (26, 28) of said respective
pair, said side edges of said each bracket panel be-
ing disposed generally perpendicular to each other.

4. A beam structure according to claim 3 wherein said
cut (48, 50, 52) extends partially along said side
edges of said each bracket panel.

5. A beam structure according to claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein said each bracket panel is substantially
trapezoidal in shape and is hingedly connected
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10.

1.

12.

along opposing oblique side edges (22, 24) thereof
to said gusset panels of said respective pair, and
said cut extends entirely along a shorter edge of
said each bracket panel.

A beam structure according to any of the preceding
claims wherein said strips (36, 40) define therebe-
tween an acute angle to facilitate formation of said
beam.

A carrier for packaging a plurality of articles, said
carrier comprising a pair of opposed side walls (12,
14), and a beam structure (10) as claimed in any of
claims 1 to 6, which beam structure bridging be-
tween said side walls to support said articles.

A blank for forming an article carrier having a beam
structure (10) of a substantially V-shaped cross-
section, said blank comprising a pair of spaced car-
rier side walls (12, 14); a pair of bracket panels (16,
18) extending toward each other from said side
walls respectively; a pair of strips (36, 40) each ex-
tending between said bracket panels; and a pair of
gusset panels (26, 28) hingedly interconnecting
each of said bracket panels with said strips, said
strips being hingedly connected together along a
common side edge thereof to form said beam struc-
ture, a portion of said each bracket panel is severed
by a cut (48, 50, 52) from said gusset panels of a
respective pair.

A blank according to claim 8, wherein said beam
structure to be formed from said strips is provided
at each end thereof with said respective pair of said
gusset panels (26, 28) so that said each end is
hingedly connected to said each bracket panel (16,
18).

A blank according to claim 8 or claim 9 wherein said
each bracket panel is hingedly connected along op-
posing side edges (22, 24) thereof to said gusset
panels (26, 28) of said respective pair, said side
edges of said each bracket panel being disposed
generally perpendicular to each other.

A blank to claim 10 wherein said cut (48, 50, 52)
extends partially along said side edges of said each
bracket panel.

Ablank according to claim 8 or claim 9, wherein said
each bracket panel is substantially trapezoidal in
shape and is hingedly connected along opposing
oblique side edges (22, 24) thereof to said gusset
panels of said respective pair, and said cut extends
entirely along a shorter edge of said each bracket
panel.
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Patentanspriiche

1.

Eine Stitzstruktur (10) eines Tragers zur Verpak-
kung einer Vielzahl von Gegenstanden, wobei die
Stitzstruktur ein Paar von gegeniberliegenden
Seitenwanden (12, 14) des Tragers Uberbriickt, um
die Gegenstande zu stiitzen, wobei die Stutzstruk-
tur ein Paar von Stutzwandflachen (16, 18), die sich
von den jeweiligen Seitenwanden (12, 14) nach un-
ten erstrecken, ein Paar von Streifen (36, 40), die
sich jeweils zwischen den Stiitzwandflachen (16,
18) erstrecken, und ein Paar von Keilwandflachen
(26, 28; 44, 46) umfasst, die jede der Stutzwandfla-
chen (16, 18) mit den Streifen (36, 40) gelenkig ver-
binden, wobei jede der Stiitzwandflachen (16, 18)
in einer flachenberiihrenden Beziehung mit den
Keilwandflachen (26, 28) eines jeweiligen Paars
angeordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Streifen entlang einer gemeinsamen unteren
Seitenkante davon gelenkig miteinander verbun-
den sind, um eine Stitze mit im Wesentlichen V-
férmigen Querschnitt auszubilden, und dadurch,
dass ein unterer Endabschnitt jeder Stitzwandfla-
che durch einen Schnitt (48, 50, 52) von angrenzen-
den Abschnitten der Stiitzstruktur (10) getrennt ist.

Stutzstruktur nach Anspruch 1, wobei die von den
Streifen gebildete Stlitze an jedem ihrer Enden mit
dem jeweiligen Paar der Keilwandflachen (26, 28)
ausgestattet ist, so dass jedes Ende der Stitze ge-
lenkig mit jeder Stitzwandflache (16, 18) verbun-
den ist.

Stitzstruktur nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei jede
Stitzwandflache gelenkig entlang gegeniberlie-
gender Seitenkanten (22, 24) davon mit den Keil-
wandflachen (26, 28) des jeweiligen Paars verbun-
den ist, wobei die Seitenkanten jeder Stitzwandfla-
cheim Allgemeinen senkrecht zueinander angeord-
net sind.

Stitzstruktur nach Anspruch 3, wobei sich der
Schnitt (48, 50, 52) teilweise entlang der Seitenkan-
ten jeder Stutzwandflache erstreckt.

Stitzstruktur nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei jede
Stutzwandflache im Wesentlichen trapezférmig und
entlang ihrer gegeniliberliegenden schragen Sei-
tenkanten (22, 24) gelenkig mit den Keilwandfla-
chen des jeweiligen Paars verbunden ist und sich
der Schnitt vollstdndig entlang einer kiirzeren Kante
jeder Stutzwandflache erstreckt.

Stitzstruktur nach einem der vorstehenden An-
spriiche, wobei die Streifen (36, 40) dazwischen ei-
nen spitzen Winkel definieren, um die Ausbildung
der Stltze zu erleichtern.
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7.

10.

1.

12.

Ein Trager zur Verpackung einer Vielzahl von Ge-
genstanden, wobei der Trager ein Paar gegentber-
liegender Seitenwéande (12, 14) und eine Stitz-
struktur (10) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6 um-
fasst, wobei die Stutzstruktur zwei Seitenwande
Uberbriickt, um die Gegenstande zu stiitzen.

Ein Zuschnitt zur Ausbildung eines Gegenstands-
trdgers mit einer Stutzstruktur (10) mit einem im
Wesentlichen V-férmigen Querschnitt, wobei der
Zuschnitt ein Paar voneinander beabstandeter Tra-
gerseitenwande (12, 14), ein Paar von Stiitzwand-
flachen (16, 18), die sich von den jeweiligen Seiten-
wanden (12, 14) aufeinander zu erstrecken, ein
Paar von Streifen (36, 40), die sich jeweils zwischen
den Stitzwandflachen erstrecken, und ein Paar von
Keilwandflachen (26, 28) umfasst, die jede der Stiit-
zwandflachen mit den Streifen gelenkig verbinden,
wobei die Streifen entlang einer gemeinsamen Sei-
tenkante davon gelenkig miteinander verbunden
sind, um die Stltzstruktur auszubilden, wobei ein
Abschnitt jeder Stitzwandflache durch einen
Schnitt (48, 50, 52) von den Keilwandflachen eines
jeweiligen Paars getrennt ist.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 8, wobei die aus den Strei-
fen auszubildende Stutzstruktur an jedem ihrer En-
den mit dem jeweiligen Paar der Keilwandflachen
(26, 28) ausgestattet ist, so dass jedes Ende der
Stlitze gelenkig mit jeder Stiitzwandflache (16, 18)
verbunden ist.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei jede Stut-
zwandflache gelenkig entlang gegentiberliegender
Seitenkanten (22, 24) davon mit den Keilwandfla-
chen (26, 28) des jeweiligen Paars verbunden ist,
wobei die Seitenkanten jeder Stiitzwandflache im
Allgemeinen senkrecht zueinander angeordnet
sind.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 10, wobei sich der Schnitt
(48, 50, 52) teilweise entlang der Seitenkanten je-
der Stutzwandflache erstreckt.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei jede Stut-
zwandflache im Wesentlichen trapezférmig und
entlang ihrer gegenuberliegenden schragen Sei-
tenkanten (22, 24) gelenkig mit den Keilwandfla-
chen des jeweiligen Paars verbunden ist und sich
der Schnitt vollstandig entlang einer kiirzeren Kante
jeder Stltzwandflache erstreckt.

Revendications

1.

Structure de tirant (10) d'un support pour emballer
une pluralité d'articles, ladite structure de tirant
créant une liaison entre une paire de parois latéra-
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les opposées (12, 14) dudit support pour supporter
lesdits articles, ladite structure de tirant comportant
une paire de panneaux de soutien (16, 18) s'éten-
dant vers le bas respectivement depuis lesdites pa-
rois latérales (12, 14); une paire de bandes (36, 40)
s'étendant chacune entre lesdits panneaux de sou-
tien (16, 18) ; et une paire de panneaux de soufflets
(26, 28 ; 44, 46) reliant de maniére articulée chacun
desdits panneaux de soutien 16, 18 auxdites ban-
des (36, 40), chaque dit panneau de soutien (16,
18) étant disposé face a face avec lesdits panneaux
de soufflets (26, 28) d'une paire respective, carac-
térisée en ce que lesdites bandes sont reliées de
maniére articulée I'une a l'autre le long d'un bord
latéral inférieur commun de celles-ci pour former un
tirant a section transversale sensiblement en V, et
en ce qu'une partie d'extrémité inférieure dudit
panneau de soutien est séparée de parties adja-
centes de ladite structure de tirant (10) par une ligne
de découpe (48, 50, 52).

Structure de tirant selon la revendication 1, dans la-
quelle ledit tirant formé a partir desdites bandes
comporte a chaque extrémité ladite paire respecti-
ve desdits panneaux de soufflets (26, 28) de fagon
que chaque dite extrémité dudit tirant soit reliée de
maniére articulée a chaque dit panneau de soutien
(16, 18).

Structure de tirant selon la revendication 1 ou la re-
vendication 2, dans laquelle chaque dit panneau de
soutien est relié de maniére articulée, le long de
bords latéraux opposés (22, 24) de celui-ci, auxdits
panneaux de soufflets (26, 28) de ladite paire res-
pective, lesdits bords latéraux de chaque dit pan-
neau de soutien étant disposés de maniére globa-
lement perpendiculaire I'un par rapport a I'autre.

Structure de tirant selon la revendication 3, dans le-
quel ladite ligne de découpe (48, 50, 52) s'étend
partiellement le long desdits bords latéraux de cha-
que dit panneau de soutien.

Structure de tirant selon la revendication 1 ou la re-
vendication 2, dans laquelle chaque dit panneau de
soutien a une forme sensiblement trapézoidale et
est relié de maniere articulée, le long de bords la-
téraux obliques opposés (22, 24) de celui-ci,
auxdits panneaux de soufflets de ladite paire res-
pective, et ladite ligne de découpe s'étend entiére-
ment le long d'un bord plus court de chaque dit pan-
neau de soutien.

Structure de tirant selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans laquelle lesdites
bandes (36, 40) définissent entre elles un angle
aigu pour faciliter la formation dudit tirant.
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7.

10.

1.

12.

Support pour emballer une pluralité d'articles, les-
dits supports comportant une paire de parois laté-
rales opposées (12, 14) et une structure de tirant
(10) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a
6, laquelle structure de tirant servant a créer une
liaison entre lesdites parois latérales pour supporter
lesdits articles.

Ebauche pour former un support d'articles ayant
une structure de tirant (10) a section transversale
sensiblement en V, ladite ébauche comprenant une
paire de parois latérales espacées (12, 14) de
support ; une paire de panneaux de soutien (16, 18)
s'étendant I'un vers l'autre respectivement depuis
lesdites parois latérales ; une paire de bandes (36,
40) s'étendant chacune entre lesdits panneaux de
soutien ; et une paire de panneaux de soufflets (26,
28) reliant de maniére articulée chacun desdits pan-
neaux de soutien auxdites bandes, lesdites bandes
étant reliées de maniére articulée I'une a I'autre sur
un bord latéral commun de celle-ci pour former la-
dite structure de tirant, une partie de chaque dit pan-
neau de soutien étant séparée desdits panneaux
de soufflets d'une paire respective par une ligne de
découpe (48, 50, 52).

Ebauche selon la revendication 8, dans laquelle la-
dite structure de tirant a former a partir desdites
bandes comporte a chaque extrémité ladite paire
respective desdits panneaux de soufflets (26, 28),
de fagon que chaque extrémité soit reliée de ma-
niére articulée a chaque dit panneau de soutien (16,
18).

Ebauche selon la revendication 8 ou la revendica-
tion 9, dans laquelle chaque dit panneau de soutien
est relié de maniére articulée, sur ses bords laté-
raux opposés (22, 24), auxdits panneaux de souf-
flets (26, 28) de ladite paire respective, lesdits bords
latéraux de chaque dit panneau de soutien étant
disposés de maniére globalement perpendiculaire
I'un a l'autre.

Ebauche selon la revendication 10, dans laquelle
ladite ligne de découpe (48, 50, 52) s'étend partiel-
lement le long desdits bords de chaque dit panneau
de soutien.

Ebauche selon la revendication 8 ou la revendica-
tion 9, dans laquelle chaque dit panneau de soutien
a une forme sensiblement trapézoidale et est relié
de maniere articulée sur ses bords latéraux obli-
ques opposés (22, 24) auxdits panneaux de souf-
flets de ladite paire respective, et ladite ligne de dé-
coupe s'étend enti€rement sur un bord plus court
de chaque dit panneau de soutien.
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