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(54) Large capacity multiple-format paper tray for an office machine

(57)  Atray (21), for use in an office machine, such
as in particular a photocopier (24), prearrangeable for
selectively containing reams (22) comprised of a plural-
ity of sheets (23), and having formats corresponding to
the format of the sheets comprising them. The tray (21)
is provided with a frame (31); a support plate (32), ful-
crum-mounted on the frame (31) and upon which each
ream (22) is supported, when it is laid in the tray (21); a
ream-former (33) sliding along the frame (31) for later-
ally adapting, depending on the format of each ream
(22), the plan dimensions of a seat (51) intended for

accommodating the ream (22); and a regulating device
(36), connected to the ream-former (33), capable of
automatically regulating, in relation to the position of the
latter and thus to the format of the ream (22), an elastic
force applied on the support plate to push the ream (22)
against a sheet pick-up device (26), fitted on the photo-
copier (24). Accordingly, the pressure acting between
the sheet pick-up device (26) and a front portion of the
ream (22) is adapted to the format of the latter.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for whioh claims fees have
been paid, namety claim(s):

No claims fees have baen paid within the prescribed time imit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division oonsiders that the present Europsan patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

E] Al further search fess have been paid within the fixed ime limit. The present Europsan search report has
been drawn up for all claima.

D As all searchabie claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate 1o the
inventione in respect of which searoch fees have been paid, namely claims:

E] None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present Ewopean search
report has been drewn up for those parts of the European patent applioation which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely olaims:

1-16, 15-17
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The Searoch Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-10,15-17
Special pressure regulating means for regulating the feeding
pressure against the pick-up device according to the sheet
ream format.

2. Claims: 11-14

Special corner retaining means for insuring separation of
the fed sheet from the remaining sheets in the ream
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