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(54)  Automotive cellular phone connector assembly

(57)  An electrical connector assembly (20) for use
in connecting portable electronic devices, such a cellu-
lar telephones, to the electrical system of a motor vehi-
cle. The electrical connector assembly (20) includes a
plug connector (30) that can be attached to a cord for
connection to the portable electronic device. A mating
receptacle connector (60) is permanently mounted in
the motor vehicle and is attached to an automotive wir-
ing harness. The receptacle connector (60) includes a
terminal position assurance member (110) that forms a

front cover of the receptacle connector (60) when prop-
erly positioned. Primary terminal latches securing re-
ceptacle terminals (62) in a housing (74) of the recep-
tacle connector (60) are exposed on the top and bottom
surfaces of the housing (74) and prevent full seating of
the assurance member (110) on the housing (74) when
any receptacle terminals are not correctly latched into
the housing (74). Terminals (62) can therefore be posi-
tioned on the relatively close centerlines characteristic
of electrical connectors used with portable electronic de-
vices.
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