EP 0 968 961 A3

Européaisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) g)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 0 968 961 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
22.08.2001 Bulletin 2001/34

(43) Date of publication A2:
05.01.2000 Bulletin 2000/01

(21) Application number: 99110711.1

(22) Date of filing: 04.06.1999

(51) Intcl.”. CO1G 49/10, C23G 1/36

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 04.06.1998 US 87930 P
01.06.1999 US 323273 P

(71) Applicant: TESSENDERLO CHEMIE N.V.
3980 Tessenderlo (BE)

(72) Inventors:
» Strobbe, Marc
3980 Tessenderlo (BE)

e Luts, Peter
3980 Tessenderlo (BE)
* Vermeiren, Christian
1640 Sint-Genesius-Rode (BE)

(74) Representative:

Jonsson, Hans-Peter, Dr.Dipl.-Chem. et al
Patentanwélte

von Kreisler Selting Werner,

Bahnhofsvorplatz 1 (Deichmannhaus am Dom)
50667 Kdln (DE)
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form aqueous ferric chloride solution

(57) A process for treating waste HCI pickle liquor
by oxidation to form aqueous ferric chloride (FeCls;) with-
out using chlorine gas. In accordance with the process,
heavy metals and other impurities are removed from the
waste HClI pickle liquor, as desired. The ferrous chloride-

containing solution is oxidized in the presence of a sto-
ichiometric amount of HCI to form aqueous ferric chlo-
ride solution. The resulting solution, which is relatively
dilute, preferably is concentrated, typically by evapora-
tion. Ferric chloride solution is useful, for example, for
water treatment.
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