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(54) Label printer

(57)  An imaging forming device for separating a
printable medium (10) from a protective backing of a
continuous strip (12) attached thereto, the imaging
forming device includes a stepped stripper roller shaft
(38) encircled by a roller sleeve (42) adapted to press a
platen (22) of the device wherein the imaging forming
device causes the continuous strip (12) to pass over a
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stripper bar (28) and directs the protective backing to
move under the stripper bar (28) and between the
platen and the roller sleeve while the printable medium
continuously moves outward of the device from over the
stripper bar.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:
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None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-14




EP 0972 711 A3

o ) Eu|:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
J Office SHEET B EP 99 20 2303

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-14
Imagen forming device including a roller comprising a
stepped roller shaft and a sleeve.

2. Claims: 15,16
Apparatus for separating self-adhesive labels including a
stripper bar disposed at an upward angle of aproximately 40
degrees.

3. Claims: 17,18

Method for separating self-adhesive labels.
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