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(54) Dot substitution to compensate for failed ink jet nozzles

(57) An ink jet printer and a method of operating an
ink jet printer wherein inoperative true black printing
nozzles are detected, and substitute dots formed of non-
black are printed at pixel locations that normally would
be printed with the inoperative true black printing noz-

zles if such nozzles were operative. Each substitute dot
comprises one or more constituent non-black dots, and
in accordance with one implementation, each substitut-
ed dot comprises a composite or process black dot
formed of two or three of cyan, magenta or yellow inks.
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