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(54) Slot machine with pattern-driven award feature

(57) A pattern-based award system for a slot ma-
chine. In one embodiment, a basic payoff is made if a
symbol group displayed on the slot machine includes a
basic winning combination and a supplemental payoff
is made if the basic winning combination matches a tar-
get pattern. In another embodiment, an enhanced pay-
off is made if the symbol group displayed on the slot ma-
chine includes a basic winning combination which
matches a target pattern; otherwise, a basic payoff is
made if the symbol group includes a basic winning com-
bination which does not match the target pattern. The
basic payoff in each embodiment comprises a prede-
fined amount of coin(s) or credit(s) or a randomly select-
ed mystery amount. The supplemental or enhanced
payoff is the product of the basic payoff amount and a
randomly selected mystery multiplier.
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