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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a needle hold-
er which comprises holding means for one or more nee-
dles, and a panel on which thread codes can be provid-
ed.
[0002] Needle holders of a kind, for example in the
form of needle cushions, are commonly known. When
carrying out work, such as crochet work, for example,
threads of various colours are used, which, after being
incorporated in the crochet work, are fastened off, after
which the needle provided with a thread of a particular
colour is stuck into the needle cushion for later use. In
the case of larger tableaus, up to several dozens of dif-
ferent colours may be used.
[0003] US-A-5,184,729 discloses a needlework
threadholder and organizer in the form of a box-like con-
tainer having a removable organizer insert therein. The
insert is constructed of a material which is easily pene-
trable by sewing needles, and on the insert there is an
imprinted organizational grid preferrably made of paper
overlaying top and bottom of the insert. The grid forms
a writing surface for thread number codes and the like.
[0004] US-A-4,664,302 discloses a threaded needle
holder made up of a rectangular card with a magnetic
strip affixed parallel to one long edge of the card. The
needles are attracted to and held by the magnetic strip,
while thread in the needle is urged into slits which are
aligned with thread color indicating lines.
[0005] US-A-4,679,716 which is considered to be pri-
or art where from the present invention is delimited, dis-
closes holding means in the form of a pin cushion for
inserting needles therein, and a panel for providing
thread codes thereon.
[0006] The object of the invention is to provide a fur-
ther improved needle holder.
[0007] In order to accomplish that objective, the nee-
dle holder according to the invention is characterized in
that said holding means are provided with openings for
inserting the needles and with a stop plate mounted be-
hind said openings, against which the inserted needle
butts.
[0008] The advantage of the needle holder according
to the invention is that it is possible to find the inserted
needle provided with the thread based on the thread
codes and the distinctive needle opening respectively.
Conversely, the needle can be placed back into the dis-
tinctive opening in the holding means after use of the
needle and thread, which place is in turn determined by
the code and associated needle opening.
[0009] Furthermore advantageous is the fact that it is
possible with the needle holder according to the present
invention to take hold of the needle properly, because it
is ensured at all times that a large enough part of the
needle is positioned outside the opening.
[0010] As is advantageous for manufacturing rea-
sons, in a further needle holder according to the inven-
tion the panel is formed integrally with the holding

means.
[0011] Another embodiment of the needle holder ac-
cording to the invention is characterized in that said pan-
el can be detachably/fixedly connected to said holding
means. Advantageous is the fact that thus a modular
structure of the needle holder can be realised, so that
low-volume transport is readily possible.
[0012] Another embodiment of the needle holder ac-
cording to the invention is characterized in that the panel
is arranged for one or more thread codes to be provided
thereon, for example by being glued or written thereon
or by being inserted between guides. In principle, the
manner in which the thread codes are to be provided on
the panel can be freely selected.
[0013] In another embodiment of the needle holder
according to the invention, the panel is provided with
one or more card holders, into which cards carrying one
or more thread codes can be inserted. Advantageous is
the fact that these cards can be sold with or without the
threads and with or without the codes associated with
said threads in order for said codes to be provided on
the panel.
[0014] Preferably, the openings are so configured that
their diameter becomes smaller in the direction of inser-
tion of a needle, with the advantageous effect that on
the one hand also people having poor eyesight will have
no difficulty in inserting the needle into the opening from
the wider needle insertion side, whilst on the other hand
the needle to be taken hold of cannot move aside too
much, due to the decreasing diameter.
[0015] Further embodiments of the invention are de-
fined in the further subclaims.
[0016] The invention and its concomitant advantages
will now be explained in more detail with reference to
the accompanying drawing, wherein parts correspond-
ing to each other are indicated by the same numerals in
the various figures. In the drawing:

Figure 1 shows a first possible embodiment of the
needle holder according to the present invention;
Figure 2 shows a second possible embodiment of
the needle holder according to the present inven-
tion; and
Figure 3 shows a cross sectional view at the loca-
tion of an opening for inserting a needle.

[0017] Figures 1 and 2 show embodiments of a nee-
dle holder 1, which comprises holding means 2 for re-
ceiving one or more needles 3. The holding means 2 as
shown are in the form of a flat plate, for example, or a
plate which is bent in a horizontal or vertical plane (not
shown), which is for example made of plastic material,
in which openings 4 are provided for inserting needles
3 therethrough. As an alternative, the holding means 2
may for example include the aforesaid needle cushions
or pin cushions, or a foam material or a plastic material
or a piece of cloth. Needle holder 1 comprises a panel
5, on which thread codes, for example A1, A2, B1, B2,
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DE7 are present. The panel may be fixedly connected
to holding means 2 to provide a uniform needle holder
1, which may be made of a suitable plastic material, for
example by means of an injection moulding process, but
the holding means 2 and the panel 5 may also be de-
tachably interconnected, thus enabling low-volume
transport of the needle holder 1, due to the modular
structure thereof. Panel 5 may be provided with one or
more card holders 6 (schematically shown in Figure 2),
into which a card, on which thread codes are provided
or are to be provided, can be inserted in horizontal or
vertical direction, seen in Figure 2.
[0018] Figure 3 is a sectional view of the plate-shaped
holding means 2 at the location of an opening 4, which
shows the manner in which the opening converges in
downward direction from a needle insertion side 7.
Opening 4 may have a circular or polygonal cross-sec-
tion, for example a triangular or rectangular cross-sec-
tion.
[0019] As is shown in the embodiment of Figure 1, the
inserted end of needle 3 will strike against a stop plate
8 upon insertion of needle 3 through opening 4. At the
place where the needle strikes the plate, which is sche-
matically indicated at 9, a cavity may be provided in the
stop plate, into which the respective end of the needle
will fall, so that movement in transverse direction of the
part of needle 3 that projects above the holding means
is substantially prevented. Besides the embodiment as
shown in Figure 2, which comprises two levels with hold-
ing means in which the openings 4 are provided, also
many other variants are possible. Thus the needle hold-
er as a whole may be inclined towards the user, as is
the case with some keyboards, and/or be bent in longi-
tudinal direction, if desired. Needle holder 1 is preferably
made of a lightweight material, which may be at least
partially transparent and which may generally be made
of a plastic material, preferably a scratch-resistant plas-
tic material.
In an alternative embodiment, the needle holder might
be cut out of cardboard and subsequently be folded into
at least part of a needle holder 1, possibly by the con-
sumer himself. If desired, fastening means (not shown),
for example in the form of pins, may be provided on the
rear side of panel 5, for example, so as to prevent the
threads from becoming entangled and to organise the
threads with their different colours.

Claims

1. A needle holder (1), which comprises holding
means (2) for one or more needles (3), and a panel
(5) on which thread codes (A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7)
can be provided, characterized in that said holding
means (2) are provided with openings (4) for insert-
ing the needles (3) and with a stop plate (8) mount-
ed behind said openings (4), against which the in-
serted needle (3) butts.

2. A needle holder (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that said panel (5) is formed integrally
with said holding means (2).

3. A needle holder (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that said panel (5) is detachably/fixedly
connected to said holding means (2).

4. A needle holder (1) according to any one of the
claims 1 - 3, characterized in that said panel (5) is
arranged for one or more thread codes (A1, A2, B1,
B2, DE7) to be provided thereon, for example by
being glued or written or by being inserted between
guides.

5. A needle holder (1) according to claim 4, charac-
terized in that said panel (5) includes one or more
card holders (6), into which cards carrying a thread
code (A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7) can be inserted.

6. A needle holder according to any one of the claims
1 - 5, characterized in that the diameter of said
openings (4) becomes smaller in the direction of in-
sertion of a needle (3).

7. A needle holder according to one of the claims 1-6,
characterized in that the openings (4) have a cir-
cular, triangular or polygonal cross-section.

8. A needle holder according to any one of the claims
1 - 7, characterized in that said holding means (2)
are arranged in a spiral or platform-like manner
above/behind each other.

9. A needle holder (1) according to any one of the
claims 1 - 8, characterized in that said needle
holder (1) is made at least partially of cardboard or
of a scratch-resistant plastic.

Patentansprüche

1. Nadelhalter (1) versehen mit Haltemitteln (2) für ei-
ne oder mehrere Nadeln (3) und einer Tafel (5), an
der Garnkodierungen (A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7) ange-
bracht werden können, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
daß die Haltemittel (2) mit Öffnungen (4) zum Ein-
stecken der Nadeln (3) und mit einer hinter den Öff-
nungen (4) montierten Stoßplatte (8) versehen
sind, an die die eingesteckte Nadel (3) anstößt.

2. Nadelhalter(1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß die Tafel (5) ein Ganzes bildet mit
den Haltemitteln (2).

3. Nadelhalter(1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß die Tafel (5) lösbar/anbringbar mit
den Haltemitteln (2) verbunden ist.
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4. Nadelhalter(1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 - 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß die Tafel (5) dazu ein-
gerichtet ist, darauf eine oder mehrere Garnkodie-
rungen (A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7) anzubringen, wie zum
Beispiel anzuheften, anzuschreiben oder beispiels-
weise zwischen Schiebern einzuschieben.

5. Nadelhalter(1) nach Anspruch 4, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß die Tafel (5) mit einer oder mehreren
Kartenhalterungen (6) versehen ist, in denen mit ei-
ner Garnkodierung (A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7) versehe-
ne Karten angebracht werden können.

6. Nadelhalter nach einem der Ansprüche 1 - 5, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß der Durchmesser der
Öffnungen (4) in der Einsteckrichtung einer Nadel
(3) kleiner wird.

7. Nadelhalter nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß der Querschnitt der
Öffnungen (4) rund, dreieckig, viereckig oder viel-
eckig ist.

8. Nadelhalter nach einem der Ansprüche 1 - 7, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß die Haltemittel (2) spi-
ralenförmig oder stockwerksweise über/hinterein-
ander angeordnet sind.

9. Nadelhalter(1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 - 8, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß der Nadelhalter(1)
wenigstens teilweise aus Pappe oder einem kratz-
festen Kunststoff hergestellt ist.

Revendications

1. Porte-aiguilles (1) muni de moyens d'attache (2)
pour une ou plusieurs aiguilles (3), et un tableau (5)
sur lequel peuvent être apportés des codages de fil
(A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7), avec la caractéristique selon
laquelle les moyens d'attache (2) sont munis d'ori-
fices (4) permettant d'enfiler les aiguilles (3) et sont
munis, derrière les orifices (4) d'une plaque d'arrêt
montée (8), à laquelle l'aiguille enfilée (3) se heurte.

2. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon la revendication 1, présen-
tant la caractéristique selon laquelle le tableau (5)
forme un tout avec les moyens d'attache (2).

3. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon la revendication 1, présen-
tant la caractéristique selon laquelle le tableau (5)
est relié aux moyens d'attache (2) et permet un dé-
montage / montage.

4. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon l'une des revendications 1
- 3 présentant la caractéristique selon laquelle le ta-
bleau (5) est aménagé de telle sorte que puisse être
appliqué(s) un ou plusieurs codage(s) de fil (A1, A2,

B1, B2, DE7), lequel/lesquels peut/peuvent être
collé(s), écrit(s) ou glissé(s) entre, par exemple, des
coulisseaux de guidage.

5. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon la revendication 4, présen-
tant la caractéristique selon laquelle le tableau (5)
est muni d'un ou plusieurs porte-cartes (6), dans le-
quel/lesquels des cartes munies d'un codage de fil
(A1, A2, B1, B2, DE7) peuvent être introduites.

6. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon l'une des revendications 1
- 5, présentant la caractéristique selon laquelle le
diamètre des orifices (4) se rétrécit sur la longueur
d'enfichement d'une aiguille (3).

7. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon l'une des revendications
1-6 présentant la caractéristique selon laquelle le
diamètre des ouvertures (4) est rond, triangulaire,
quadrilatère ou polyangulaire.

8. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon l'une des revendications 1
- 7 présentant la caractéristique selon laquelle les
moyens d'attache (2) sont placés l'un au-dessus de
l'autre / l'un derrière l'autre, sous forme de spirale
ou en étage.

9. Porte-aiguilles (1) selon l'une des revendications 1
- 8 présentant la caractéristique selon laquelle le
porte-aiguilles (1) est fabriqué au moins en partie
en carton ou en plastique résistant aux rayures.
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