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(54) Hook for footwear and the like

(57)  Theinvention relates to a hook (1) for footwear
and the like, of a type comprising means (2) for attach-
ment to a vamp or other equivalent element, and means
(3) providing a passage for the lace and having a rele-
vant surface for engagement therewith, on which sur-

face the same lace may slide and transmit a tying force;
the hook (1) is provided with elastic means (6) located
in a region which is either directly or indirectly acted up-
on by the force transmitted by the lace, said means be-
ing able to give an elastic reaction to the same force.
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a hook for foot-
wear or the like, that is, it relates to a hook or loop al-
lowing the passage of a lace used for joining two oppo-
site edges of a vamp or other structure having likewise
two edge to be united by a lace.

[0002] Many types of footwear are known in which the
edges of the vamp are joined together by laces which
go through a plurality of hooks or loops of open or closed
ring type and disposed in pairs over the edges.

[0003] In order to properly lacing up the footwear ar-
ticle, the lace must go through the loops with a given
tension force, which depends on the type of footwear
article, on its use, on the form of the foot, etc.

Once the shoe is laced up, some variations may occur
in the foot/shoe relationship which are due, for example,
to the bending of the foot and of the shoe's vamp being
worn, and which cause corresponding variations in the
tying force transmitted by the lace to the shoe via the
hooks through which the same lace is made to go.
These variations may in the long run deform the shoe
and cause inconvenience to the wearer.

With the current footwear, that is, with the hooks cur-
rently produced, there is no way of limiting such draw-
backs.

[0004] The main object of the present invention is to
overcome the above mentioned drawbacks by providing
a hook which is able to give an elastic reaction to the
force exerted thereon.

[0005] This result has been achieved, according to
the invention, by providing a hook for footwear and sim-
ilar articles which has the characteristics disclosed in
the claim 1. Further characteristics being set forth in the
dependent claims.

[0006] The advantages deriving from the present in-
vention lie essentially in that it is possible to obtain a
hook for footwear and the like which is provided with
elastic means able to give a reaction to the forces trans-
mitted onto the same hook, which is simple to make,
effective and characterized by an extremely limited cost.
Among the advantages of the present invention is the
fact that the shoe is made easier to lace up by the reac-
tion of the elastic means during the tensioning of the
lace.

[0007] These and other advantages and characteris-
tics of the invention will be best understood by anyone
skilled in the art from a reading of the following descrip-
tion in conjunction with the appended drawings given as
a practical exemplification of the invention, but not to be
considered in a limitative sense, wherein:

- Fig. 1 shows a plan view from above of a possible
embodiment of the present hook;

- Fig. 2 is an exploded top view of the embodiment
of the previous figure;

- Fig. 3 shows a plan view from above of a further
possible embodiment of the present hook;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

- Fig. 4 is an exploded top view of the embodiment
of Fig. 3;

- Fig. 5 shows a side view of a possible embodiment
of a portion of the hook according to the present in-
vention.

[0008] lllustrated in the appended drawings - as one
possible embodiment of the invention - is a hook (1) of
a so-called closed-mouth type, that is, a hook having a
substantially closed channel (30) intended to provide a
passage for the lace (not shown). The novel concept un-
derlying the present invention can of course be applied
to hooks having a partially open channel. Also non-lim-
iting, in the present invention is the use of a hook (1) of
a type made up of two parts (2) and (3) pivoted between
them.

[0009] As setforth above, a hook for footwear and the
like, according to the invention, is of a type which com-
prises means for attachment to a vamp or other equiv-
alent element and means providing a passage for the
lace and having a relevant surface for engagement
therewith, on which surface the same lace may slide and
transmit a tying force. A hook (1) according to the
present invention, is provided with elastic means locat-
ed in a region which is either directly or indirectly acted
upon by the force transmitted by the lace, and said
means are able to give an elastic reaction to the same
force. In particular, the hook (1) may be of a type con-
sisting of a first portion (2) to be attached to the vamp
having said attachment means, and a second portion
(3) connected to the first one via relevant coupling
means and on which means are provide for engagement
with the lace.

The portion (2) is made up of a first body (2) having a
substantially fork shape defined by two arms (20). The
two arms (20) are provided with relevant seats (28) dis-
posed in correspondence of an axis (z-z) so as to re-
ceive a pin (4) forming the connection means between
the two portions (2) and (3).

The second portion (3) has a channel (30) allowing the
lace to pass through, and a perforated seat (39) for the
pin (4) to go through and form the pivoted coupling with
the first portion (2).

[0010] In the illustrated embodiment, the elastic
means consist of a portion of elastomeric material (6),
located and acting on the second portion (3), within a
seat (38) adjacent to the perforated seat (39) which ac-
comodates the pin (4); as best visible in Fig. 5, the two
seats (38) and (39) may be defined by a single hole. In
practice, the elastic means (6), that can be made from
plastics material or formed by spring means, are dis-
posed on one side of the pin (4) at a region acted upon
by the force transmitted by the lace.

For the attachment of the vamp, means may be provided
likewise those illustrated and which comprise a perfo-
rated portion (2) of the hook in correspondence of the
first portion (2) and, in the example of photos 1 and 2,
also a perforated strap. The perforated portion (29) of
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the example of figures 1 and 2 has a hole of a diameter
larger than that of the stem of a rivet, or similar vamp's
fastening means. The perforated strap (5) has a central,
substantially cylindrical portion (50) being complemen-
tarily engageable with a rivet, or similar fastening
means, and having such an outer diameter as to allow
the insertion of the perforated portion (29) of the hook
prior to the fastening of the rivet. In practice, the perfo-
rated strap (5) is placed directly onto the vamp, with the
central portion (50) facing outwardly in order to receive
the hook's first portion (2) which is fitted onto the cylin-
drical portion (50) in correspondence of the perforated
portion (29). Once the rivet has been inserted and tit-
ghtened, the strap (5) will result solid to the vamp, while
the hook (1), owing to the stable but substantially loose
coupling with the strap (5), will be able to rotate partially
about the rivet.

In a possible embodiment not shown, the hook (1) can
be fixed to the vamp also by means of a relief directly
formed on the body of the first portion (2).

Claims

1. Hook (1) for footwear and the like, of a type com-
prising means for attachment to a vamp or other
equivalent element, and means providing a pas-
sage for the lace and having a relevant surface for
engagement therewith, on which surface the same
lace may slide and transmit a tying force, hook char-
acterized in that it is provided with elastic means (6)
located in a region which is either directly or indi-
rectly acted upon by the force transmitted by the
lace, said means being able to give an elastic reac-
tion to the same force.

2. Hook according to claim 1, especially of a type con-
sisting of a first portion to be attached to the vamp
having said attachment means, and a second por-
tion (3), connected to the first one via relevant cou-
pling means and on which means are provide for
engagement with the lace, hook characterized in
that said elastic means (6) are provided in corre-
spondence of said coupling means (4) between the
two portions (2, 3) of the hook (1) .

3. Hook according to claim 2, wherein said connection
means have a pivot axis between said two portions,
hook characterized in that said elastic means (6)
are disposed and actin correspondence of said axis
(z-2) .

4. Hook according to claim 1, of a type comprising a
first portion (2) for attachemnt to the vamp, which
firt portion consists of first body (2) naving a sub-
stantially fork shape defined by two arms (20) being
provided with seats (28) for receiving a pin (4), and
a second portion (3) with a channel (30) allowing

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the lace to pass through, and a perforated seat (39)
for said pin (4) to go through and form the pivoted
coupling with said first portion (2), hook character-
ized in that said elastic means (6) are located and
made to act on the second portion (3), within a seat
(38) adjacent to the perforated seat (39) which ac-
comodates the pin (4) at a region acted upon by the
force transmitted by the lace.

Hook according to one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said elastic means (6) are
formed by a portion of elastomeric material.

Hook according to one of the claims 1 to 4, charac-
terized in that said elastic means (6) consists of
spring means.

Hook according to one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said means for attachment to
the vamp comprise a perforated portion (29) of the
hook of a diameter larger than that of the stem of a
rivet, or similar vamp's fastening means, and a per-
forated strap (5) with a central, substantially cylin-
drical portion (50) being complementarily engage-
able with a rivet or similar fastening means, and
having such an outer diameter allowing the inser-
tion of the perforated portion (29) so as to provide
a stable but substantially loose coupling between
said strap and said hook in order to let the hook ro-
tate at least partially about the rivet.

Hook according to one of the claims 2 to 6, charac-
terized in that said elastic means for attachment to
the vamp comprise a relief directly formed on the
body of said first fastening portion (2).
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