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(54) Folding trestles

(57) A folding trestle includes first and second leg
structures (10 and 11). Struts in the form of welded metal
strips (23) extend from one (11) of the leg structures and

are pivotally connected to the other leg structure (10).
Flat surfaces (19) are provided at the upper ends of the
leg structures (10 and 11) and are in abutting co-planar
relationship in the in use condition of the trestle.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] This invention relates to folding trestles such
as are widely used by builders and handymen.
[0002] One of the requirements for such trestles is
that, when they are in use, they provide a substantial,
solid support surface on which any necessary work can
be placed and on which quite large loads can be placed.
[0003] Another requirement is that, when the trestles
are not in use, they can be folded into a compact con-
figuration and thus occupy a minimum of storage space.
[0004] It is accordingly an object of the present inven-
tion to provide an improved form of folding trestle, par-
ticularly one which meets the above requirements.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a folding trestle comprising first and second leg
structures, each in the form of frames, strut means ex-
tending from one of the frames adjacent the upper end
thereof, means pivotally connecting the other frame to
the strut means, and flat support surfaces at the upper
ends of the frames, the arrangement being such that, in
the in use condition of the trestle, the two flat support
surfaces are in abutting co-planar relationship.
[0006] Each of the frames preferably comprises a pair
of spaced parallel legs interconnected intermediate their
ends by bracing members and interconnected at their
upper ends by the two flat support surfaces.
[0007] The flat support surfaces are preferably con-
stituted by parts of top members welded to the upper
ends of the legs, which legs are preferably formed from
box-section steel elements.
[0008] The strut means preferably comprises metal
strips welded to the legs of the one frame and the means
pivotally connecting the other frame to the strips prefer-
ably comprise pivot pins passing through the legs of the
other frame adjacent the upper ends thereof.
[0009] The legs are preferably provided with plastic
ground-engaging feet in the form of plastic inserts which
are push-fits in the lower ends of the legs.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010]

Figure 1 is a front view of the folding trestle,

Figure 2 is a plan view of the trestle,

Figure 3 is a side view of the trestle,

Figure 4 is an enlarged view of one of the top mem-
bers of the trestle, and

Figure 5 is a detail view of the top part of the trestle.

Description of the Preferred Embodiment

[0011] The specific embodiment of trestle shown in
the drawings comprises a pair of frames 10 and 11. Each
frame 10, 11 includes two legs 12, 13 and 14, 15, with
each leg being formed from box-section steel tube. The
legs 12, 13 and 14, 15 are interconnected by horizontal
bracing members 16, 17, again in the form of box-sec-
tion steel tube but having dimensions less than the di-
mensions of the tube from which the legs 12, 13 and 14,
15 are formed.
[0012] In the in use condition of the trestle, as shown
in the drawings, the two frames 10 and 11 are each in-
clined to the vertical at an angle of 20°, i.e. there is an
included angle of 40° between the two frames. Plastic
feet 18 are push-fitted in the lower ends of the legs 12,
13 and 14, 15 and are so shaped that, in the in use con-
dition of the trestle, the lower ground-engaging surfaces
of the feet 18 are horizontal.
[0013] Top members 19 are welded to the upper ends
of the legs 12, 13 and 14, 15. Each top member 19 com-
prises, as shown in Figure 4, a flat support portion 20
and a pair of downwardly extending flanges 21 and 22
inclined at angles of 70° to the flat support portion 21.
The flanges 21 are longer than the flanges 22 and are
welded at their lower edges to the legs 12, 13 and 14,
15. The flanges 22 are substantially flush with the adja-
cent surfaces of the uppermost portions of the legs 12,
13 and 14, 15 and are welded thereto.
[0014] Flat metal strips 23 are welded to the outsides
of the legs 14 and 15 of frame 11. The flat metal strips
23 act as struts and extend horizontally. They are
formed, adjacent their free ends, with apertures through
which the shanks of bolts 24 are passed. Nut and wash-
er assemblies are tightened on to the bolts 24 on the
insides of the legs 12, 13. The shanks of the bolts 24
act as pivot pins for pivotal movement of frame 10 rela-
tive to frame 11 between the in use condition shown in
the drawings and the storage condition in which the
frame 10 has been moved in an anti-clockwise direction
from the position shown in Figure 3 into a position in
which the lower end of the frame 10 is in contact with
the lower end portion of frame 11. A compact storage
condition is thus provided.
[0015] When the folding trestle is in its in use condi-
tion, as shown in the drawings, the adjacent edges of
the two support portions 20 are in abutting relationship.
A continuous support surface is thus provided and any
vertical load applied to this support surface will effec-
tively serve to urge the two support portions 20 together,
thereby providing a very stable support.

Claims

1. A folding trestle comprising first and second leg
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structures (10 and 11), each in the form of frames,
strut means (23) extending from one (11) of the
frames adjacent the upper end thereof, means (24)
pivotally connecting the other frame (10) to the strut
means (23), and flat support surfaces (19, 20) at the
upper ends of the frames (10 and 11), the arrange-
ment being such that, in the in use condition of the
trestle, the two flat support surfaces (19, 20) are in
abutting co-planar relationship.

2. A folding trestle as claimed in Claim 1, in which each
of the frames (10, 11) comprises a pair of spaced
parallel legs (12, 13, and 14, 15) interconnected in-
termediate their ends by bracing members (16, 17).

3. A folding trestle as claimed in Claim 2, in which the
legs (12, 13 and 14, 15) of each of the two frames
(10, 11) are interconnected at their upper ends by
the two flat support surfaces (19, 20).

4. A folding trestle as claimed in Claim 3, in which the
flat support surfaces are constituted by parts (20)
of top members (19) welded to the upper ends of
the legs (12, 13 and 14, 15).

5. A folding trestle as claimed in any one of Claims 2
to 4, in which the legs (12, 13 and 14, 15) are formed
from box-section steel elements.

6. A folding trestle as claimed in any one of Claims 2
to 5, in which the strut means comprise metal strips
(23) welded to the legs (14, 15) of the one frame
(11).

7. A folding trestle as claimed in Claim 6, in which the
means pivotally connecting the other frame (10) to
the strips (23) comprise pivot pins (24) passing
through the legs (12, 13) of the other frame (10) ad-
jacent the upper ends thereof.

8. A folding trestle as claimed in any one of Claims 2
to 7, in which the legs (12, 13 and 14, 15) are pro-
vided with ground-engaging feet (18) in the form of
plastic inserts which are push-fits in the lower ends
of the legs (12, 13 and 14, 15).

3 4



EP 1 008 424 A1

4



EP 1 008 424 A1

5



EP 1 008 424 A1

6



EP 1 008 424 A1

7


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

