EP 1 008 969 A3

(29) 0’ European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets (11) EP 1 008 969 A3
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
(88) Date of publication A3: (51) intcl?”: GO7F 17/32

24.07.2002 Bulletin 2002/30

(43) Date of publication A2:
14.06.2000 Bulletin 2000/24

(21) Application number: 99124083.9

(22) Date of filing: 10.12.1999

(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventors:
ATBECHCY DEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU * SAKAMOTO, Yoshikazu
MC NL PT SE Koutou-ku, Tokyo (JP)
Designated Extension States: * YOSHIDA, Hiroshi
AL LT LV MK RO SI Koutou-ku, Tokyo (JP)
(30) Priority: 10.12.1998 JP 35101598 (74) Representative:
18.12.1998 JP 36038298 Prechtel, Jorg, Dipl.-Phys. Dr. et al
02.11.1999 JP 31232499 Weickmann & Weickmann
12.11.1999 JP 32197399 Patentanwalte
30.11.1999 JP 34020199 Postfach 86 08 20
81635 Minchen (DE)
(71) Applicant: Aruze Corporation
Tokyo (JP)

(54) Gaming machine

(57) In a gaming machine (1) comprising a variable
display device (5a to 5c) for variably displaying a plural-
ity of kinds of symbols necessary for gaming, a starting
device (20) for starting variable display of the symbols,
and a stopping device (21), disposed so as to be oper-
able by a player, for stopping the symbols being variably
displayed, wherein, on condition that a combination of
symbols displayed when the symbols are stopped con-
stitutes a predetermined special winning mode, the
player is allowed to start playing a special game which
is more advantageous to the player than is a normal
game; an image display section (13) for displaying spe-
cial game information in the special game to the player
is provided.
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