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(54) Fluid system for multiple print heads

(57) A single fluid system (100) simultaneously and
independently controls multiple print heads of a contin-
uous ink jet printer. An ink reservoir supplies ink to the
multiple print heads and a common vacuum system
withdraws ink from the multiple print heads back to the
ink reservoir. The system controls the concentration of
ink to the multiple print heads and separately supplies

ink to the multiple print heads. Multiple print heads are
supported independently by this single fluid controller,
allowing each print head to operate independently, as if
it were controlled by its own fluid system. Hence, each
one of the multiple print heads has the capability of
cleaning, shutting down, and printing without any inter-
ference from the other, while sharing similar compo-
nents.
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