EP 1017 073 A3

(29) 0’ European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets (11) EP 1017 073 A3
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
(88) Date of publication A3: (51) Intcl.”: HO1H 9/34

25.04.2001 Bulletin 2001/17

(43) Date of publication A2:
05.07.2000 Bulletin 2000/27

(21) Application number: 99203932.1

(22) Date of filing: 25.11.1999

(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventor: Fabrizi, Fabrizio
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU 24100 Bergamo (IT)
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States: (74) Representative: Pezzoli, Ennio et al
AL LT LV MK RO SI Jacobacci & Perani S.p.A.
Via Senato, 8
(30) Priority: 02.12.1998 IT MI982619 20121 Milano (IT)
(71) Applicant: BTICINO S.p.A.
20154 Milano (IT)

(54)  Switch with two pairs of contacts and two-cell arc extinguishing chamber

(57)  The arc extinguishing unit of the switch com-
prises a body of insulating material (20) and two packs
(21, 21") of superposed laminae (23, 23") insulated from
one another. Each pack of laminae has an arc splitting
side and a gas discharge side, and is arranged beside
the other with the interposition of a substantially flat por-
tion (28) of the body. In order to obtain compactness,
efficiency of extinguishing of the arc, and discharge of
the gases without dispersions within the switch, means
(31-34) are provided for channelling the gases formed,
partly inside the body (20) and partly by conjugate sur-
faces of the body and of at least one of the shells (5, 5)
which together constitute the housing of the switch. Said
channelling means extend from a region adjacent to the
discharge side of each of the two packs of laminae as
far as apertures (15) provided on one side of the hous-

ing.
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