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(54) Gold-plated water heater element and method of making same

(57) A self-cleaning water heater element is provid-
ed. The water heater element is plated with a layer of
gold such that the gold surface has a low surface rough-
ness. The smooth gold surface inhibits scale formation
on the water heater element. The gold-plated smooth-
surfaced water heater element may be manufactured by

coating a standard water heater element with an adhe-
sion layer, electroplating a layer of bright nickel on the
adhesion layer, and electroplating a gold layer on top of
the bright nickel layer.
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