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(54) A stereophonic earphone apparatus

(57) A stereophonic earphone apparatusis disclosed

for incanal of a user thereof. The apparatus includes a 10
housing which has a first and a second end and which FIG. 1 8. 18 4 26 1
defines an enclosure. An electroacoustic transducer is 38 5 32 28 14
disposed within the enclosure and a diaphragm is dis- 30— 40 FFTTILH A 24
posed within the enclosure adjacent to the transducer. A >\ 7 ‘ 49 % léj 4 16
resilient anchor having a first and a second extremity is 56 Y vwa ,;r r77

arranged such that the first extremity is removably se- 4“4 . f . }
cured to and extends from a cover of the housing. The 87, ‘-.’-'_:._‘ IER A
anchor is fabricated from a hydrophilic urethane foam LT T i
having a skinned over outer surface such that when the 0 5
anchor is compressed, insertion of the anchor within the

ear canal is permitted. The foam has a shape restoration

memory such that after insertion of the anchor within the

ear canal, the foam gradually expands so that the skinned 52
over surface thereof comes into intimate contact with the

ear canal so that the apparatus is secured within the ear 54
canal. A tube extends from the cover and is disposed

within a passageway defined by the anchor. The tube

has an inner and an outer face such that the outer face

of the tube extends contiguously along the passageway

so that the tube prevents obturation of the passageway

while permitting a transmission of sound waves from the

diaphragm into the ear canal.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-13, 18-20

a tube is present extending contiguously along a passage way

through the resilient support means.
Object: improve the guidance of sound in the earpiece.

2. claims: 14-17

an annular support flange is present extending from a cover
of the housing and fitting over an end of the resilient

support means.
Object: improve the attachment of the resilient support

means to the housing.
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