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(54) Necklace convertible into a bracelet

(57) A pair of chains or strings (1,2) to which clasps
are attached at one end (8,9), and ornamental parts
(3,4) with holes allowing the chain or strings to pass
through at the other end. With the chains or strings dif-
ferent from each other passed through the holes of the
ornamental parts (3,4), the necklace bracelet can be
used as a bracelet when the joints are slid to expand the
space of the ornamental parts, thus shortening the
chains or strings (1,2), and as a necklace when the joints
are slid to reduce the space of the ornamental parts,
thus lengthening the chains or strings.
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Description

Field of the Invention:

[0001] The object of the present invention is to provide
a necklace bracelet which can be used both as a neck-
lace and a bracelet. In particular, the length of the neck-
lace bracelet is easily adjusted to fit either form without
losing any ornamental quality.

Prior Art:

[0002] As a prior art, there is a mechanism already
capable of adjusting the length of a necklace both for a
necklace and a bracelet. As shown in Jitsukohei No.
4-40484 Official Report, the ring diameter of the neck-
lace can be changed by nipping the necklace in the mid-
dle by a metal nipper attached to one end of the neck-
lace. Although this adjustable-length mechanism is suit-
able for bead chain necklaces, it is difficult to apply it to
a necklace consisting of a precious metal chain or string.
[0003] For an adjustable-length mechanism applica-
ble to precious metal or string necklaces, as shown in
the Utility Model Registration No.3005130 Official Re-
port, there is a necklace featuring a plate clasp with a
pair of holes shaped like small and large circles joined,
and the length of the necklace can be adjusted by pass-
ing a chain or string through them and fixing it at desired
length. However, such an adjustable-length mechanism
has shortcomings; it is troublesome to adjust the length,
the shape of the plate spoils the appearance of the neck-
lace, and it is difficult to handle.
[0004] To cope with these problems, as shown in the
Utility Model Registration No.3041836, No.3042071,
Tokukaihei No.10-295420, No.10-295421, and No.
11-46826, an adjustable-length mechanism for necklac-
es consisting of a chain or string which uses a clasp ca-
pable of sliding through the chain or string has been de-
veloped recently.

Problems to Be Solved by the Invention:

[0005] However, the adjustable-length mechanism for
the necklace consisting of a chain or string as shown in
the above Utility Model Registration No.3041836 is not
easy to handle when it is used both as a necklace and
bracelet, since one end of the chain or string is passed
through the hole of the clasp attached to the correct po-
sition at the other end of the chain.
[0006] In addition, in the adjustable-length mecha-
nism for the necklace consisting of a chain or string us-
ing a slide-type clasp as shown in the Utility Model Reg-
istration No.3042071 and Tokukaihei No.10-295421,
the diameter of the ring in either case is adjusted by slid-
ing the clasp that joins both ends of the chain. This type
of necklace can not be fitted around the neck with an
ordinary clasp with the length of the necklace adjusted.
Moreover, the diameter of the ring must be made smaller

by sliding the clasp again after putting it around the,neck
over the head to fit the neck correctly, which is rather
troublesome.
[0007] Furthermore, as shown in the Tokukaihei
10-295420, there is a necklace featuring a hollow clasp
with a spring pin inside. The diameter of the ring can be
adjusted by hooking the pin on the chain or string
passed through the clasp and holding it in the desired
position. However, this type of necklace adopts a known
adjustable-length mechanism used to adjust the length
of a loop tie or string for Japanese clothes, and the tip
projected from the clasp droops from the necklace, thus
spoiling its ornamental quality. Therefore, it is impossi-
ble to use it both as a necklace and a bracelet.
[0008] The objective of the present invention is to im-
prove the prior cases and provide a necklace bracelet
which is very easy to handle and convenient. The con-
stant length of the chain or string on both sides of the
balls which are part of the ornaments prevents both the
slippage of the joint position of the loose ends and un-
attractiveness. In addition, it can be readily fitted around
the neck with ordinary clasps.

Constitution of the Invention:

[0009] This invention features a pair of chains or
strings to which clasps are attached at one end, and or-
namental parts with holes allowing the chains or strings
to pass through at the other end. With the chains or
strings different from each other passed through the
holes of the ornamental parts, the necklace bracelet can
be used as a bracelet when the joints are slid to expand
the space of the ornamental parts, thus shortening the
chains or strings, and as a necklace when the joints are
slid to reduce the space of the ornamental parts, thus
lengthening the chains or strings.
[0010] This invention features the above ornamental
parts which are hollow precious metal balls.
[0011] This invention features the above elastic mat-
ter made of soft synthetic resin such as silicon resin.
[0012] This invention provides a necklace bracelet
which is very easy to handle and convenient. The con-
stant length of the chains or strings on both sides of the
balls which are part of ornaments prevents both the slip-
page of the joint position of the loose ends and unattrac-
tiveness. In addition, it can be readily fitted around the
neck with ordinary clasps.

Embodiments of the Invention:

[0013] The following is the detailed description of the
embodiments of the necklace bracelet based on the
drawings.
[0014] Figure 1 shows an approximate front view of
the necklace bracelet when it is used as a necklace,
while Figure 2 illustrates the cross section of the main
part of it. Figure 3 shows an approximate front view of
the necklace bracelet when it is used as a bracelet with
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its length changed.
[0015] In Figures 1 and 2, 1 and 2 represent a pair of
chains to which clasps are attached at one end and or-
namental parts consisting of balls 3 and 4 at the other
end. The precious metal chains 1 and 2 can be substi-
tuted with precious metal wires or string. If chains are
used, various forms of chain such as Kihei, Maruazuki,
and Venetian can also be used.
[0016] For the above clasps, various kinds of clasp
can be used, besides the combination of the extended
chain 6 connected to the end of the precious metal
chains 1 via the ring 5, the perforate plate 7, and the
sliding-pull ring 8 to be connect to 7. After fitting the
necklace around the neck, the perforated plate 7 can be
easily connected to the hole 9 by simply joining the slid-
ing-pull ring 8 to the hole 9 of the perforated plate 7 to
make the chains 1 and 2 into a ring-like shape.
[0017] Each of the above balls serving as ornamental
parts is formed having a hollow inside and can be made
of gold, silver, platinum, or alloy thereof. The hollow of
the ball can be formed not only by mechanical process-
ing such as matching a pair of press-worked hemi-
spheres by brazing or rolling a plate material gradually
into a ball, but also by a chemical process such as elec-
trical molding.
[0018] As shown in Figure 2, the hollows of the above
balls 3 and 4 are filled with the elastic matter 11. Soft
synthetic resin such as silicon resin is suitable for the
elastic matter 11. The balls 3 and 4 have the through-
hole 12 along the axis which also penetrates the elastic
matter 11. In this invention, the precious metal chains 1
and 2 are connected to the balls 3 and 4 respectively.
While the precious metal chain 2 is passed through the
hole 12 of the ball 3, the precious metal chain 1 is passed
through the hole 12 of the ball 4. The size of the hole 12
should be determined so that the balls have the elastic
force on the surfaces of the chains 1 and 2 and can be
slid but not easily slipped.
[0019] By sliding the balls 3 and 4 manually to widen
the space between them, the lengthy accessory is short-
ened to be used as a bracelet. Conversely, by sliding
the balls 3 and 4 with the ends of the precious metal
chains 1 and 2 held by hand, the lengthy accessory is
lengthened to be used as a necklace. Since the mech-
anism of either expansion or contraction of the length
uses elastic force working on the surfaces of the pre-
cious metal chain 1 and 2 as they pass through the hole
12 whose hollows are filled with the elastic matter 11,
the precious metal chains 1 and 2 can be slid inside the
balls 3 and 4, fixed in the desired position when sliding
is stopped, and do not slip by themselves.
[0020] The necklace bracelet constructed as stated
above can be readily adjusted to fit the size of the hand
or neck of the user depending on its use. By sliding the
balls 3 and 4 manually to widen the space between
them, the lengthy accessory is shortened to be used as
a bracelet. Conversely, by sliding the balls 3 and 4 with
the ends of the precious metal chains 1 and 2 held by

hand, the lengthy accessory is lengthened to be used
as a necklace.
[0021] After changing the use and size of the necklace
bracelet in this way, the precious metal chains 1 and 2
can be made into ring-like shape by putting them around
the neck or hand of the user and simply joining the per-
forated plate 7 and the sliding-pull ring 8. Although it is
desirable to change the size of the necklace bracelet
before fitting it around the neck or hand, the size can be
adjusted according to the above procedures with the
necklace bracelet put around.

Effect of the Invention:

[0022] The present invention has made it possible to
provide a necklace bracelet which can be easily con-
verted into a necklace or a bracelet depending on its
use. The constant length of the chains or strings on both
sides of the balls which are part of the ornaments pre-
vents both the slippage of the joint position of the loose
ends and unattractiveness. In addition, necklace brace-
let can be readily fitted around the neck with ordinary
clasps.

Claims

1. A necklace bracelet featuring a pair of chains or
strings to which clasps are attached at one end and
ornamental parts with holes allowing the chain or
strings to pass through at the other end. With the
chains or strings different from each other passed
through the holes of the ornamental parts, the neck-
lace bracelet can be used as a bracelet when the
joints are slid to expand the space of the ornamental
parts, thus shortening the chains or strings, and as
a necklace when the joints are slid to reduce the
space of the ornamental parts, thus lengthening the
chains or strings

2. The necklace bracelet stated in Claim 1 whose or-
namental parts are hollow precious metal balls.

3. The necklace bracelet stated in Claim 2 whose or-
namental parts are hollow precious metal balls filled
with elastic matter made of soft synthetic resin such
as silicon resin.
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