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(54) Electrostatic discharge protection for a coaxial connector

(57) A coaxial connector (2) for mating with a com-
plementary connector (8), the coaxial connector (2) hav-
ing an insulative housing with a passageway there-
through an inner contact (26) positioned in the passage-
way and being resiliently biased (62) and moveable
along the longitudinal axis, the inner contact (26) has a
mating end (56) and a connecting end (64) opposite
thereto with a shoulder (36) therebetween; an outer con-
tact (14) mounted to the housing and generally concen-
tric to the inner contact (26), the outer contact (18) hav-
ing a grounding contact for connection to a ground and
a coupling end (14) for mating with the complementary
connector (8), the coupling end including afixing surface
therealong; and, an electrostatic discharge protection
member (28) in contact with the fixing surface and lo-
cated relative the inner contact (26) such that prior to
mating with the complementary connector (8), the
shoulder (36) contacts the electrostatic discharge pro-
tection (28) member and upon mating with the comple-
mentary connector (8), the inner contact (26) is dis-
placed such that the shoulder (36) is moved out of con-
tact with the electrostatic discharge protection member
(28).
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