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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present invention relates to viscous fluid
couplings, and more particularly to such couplings which
are used to drive vehicle radiator cooling fans, wherein
it is desired to control the engagement or disengagement
of the viscous fluid coupling in an open loop manner.
[0002] Viscous fluid couplings have been in commer-
cial use for many years to drive vehicle radiator cooling
fans, especially on vehicles such as automobiles and
light trucks. The use of such viscous couplings has been
widespread because such couplings can operate in ei-
ther an engaged condition, or a disengaged condition,
depending upon a sensed temperature condition, indi-
cating the need, or lack of need, respectively, for cooling
of the radiator. Most of the couplings (viscous fan drives)
which have been in commercial use include some form
of temperature-sensing bimetalic element which senses
ambient air temperature adjacent the fan drive, and con-
trols valving within the fan drive in response to the sensed
temperature, to achieve either the engaged or the disen-
gaged condition, as is appropriate.
[0003] In certain vehicle applications, it has become
desirable to sense directly the temperature of the liquid
coolant entering the radiator, and to control the valving
within the viscous fan drive in response to the coolant
temperature, whereby the responsiveness of the fan
drive is improved, when compared to the conventional
fan drive which senses only the ambient air temperature.
[0004] Typically, the sensed temperature (for exam-
ple, the "top tank" temperature at the radiator) has been
converted into an electrical signal, and used to control
the movement of the valving by some sort of an electrical
or electromechanical means. An example of such a vis-
cous fluid coupling is illustrated and described in U.S.
Patent No. 5,152,383, assigned to the assignee of the
present invention.
[0005] In electromagnetically controlled viscous fluid
couplings, it has been considered necessary to sense
actual fan speed, and generate a corresponding feed-
back signal which is then transmitted to the vehicle mi-
croprocessor. This feedback signal is used to modify the
main command signal to the electromagnetic means
which controls the valving of the coupling. In other words,
such viscous coupling devices have been controlled by
a control system of the "closed loop" type as that term is
generally understood by those skilled in the control art.
Such closed loop control can provide excellent perform-
ance, in terms of achieving engagement or disengage-
ment of the coupling, as is appropriate. However, the
need to sense actual fan speed and provide a feedback
signal, etc., adds substantially to the cost and complexity
of the coupling and its control system.
[0006] Accordingly, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide an improved viscous coupling device in
which output coupling speed (fan speed) can be control-

led accurately, relative to an electrical input signal, with-
out the cost and complexity of a closed loop control sys-
tem, i.e., in which the output coupling speed can be con-
trolled by controlling the coupling in an "open loop" man-
ner.
[0007] One of the reasons for the difficulty of achieving
accurate open loop control of a viscous coupling has
been the lack of predictability of the level of fluid fill in the
operating chamber for a given level of input to the valving
of the coupling. One reason for this lack of predictability
in a conventional coupling device is that the fluid fill level
represents an attempted balance between the fill rate at
the inlet port and the discharge rate at the pump out port.
As is known to those skilled in the art, the fill rate is typ-
ically a function of the output speed of the coupling de-
vice, because in the conventional coupling device, the
fluid reservoir is disposed within the output member, and
rotates at output speed.
[0008] Therefore, it is another object of the present in-
vention to provide an improved fluid coupling device hav-
ing improved valving whereby there is a more predictable
relationship between fill level in the operating chamber
(output speed) and the input signal to the valving than
was possible in prior art couplings and control systems.
[0009] It is a related object of the invention to improve
the predictability of the output speed vs. input signal re-
lationship by making the pressure in the fluid reservoir
independent of output speed, i.e., by providing a coupling
device of the reservoir-in-clutch type.
[0010] It is another related object of the invention to be
able to maintain certain fan speeds, and especially cer-
tain intermediate fan speeds accurately, as a function of
input signal, by the design (geometry) of the fluid reser-
voir, somewhat independent of tolerances of the various
parts.
[0011] For a number of years it has been known in the
viscous coupling art to provide valving having "modula-
tion" capability. Such capability is illustrated and de-
scribed in U.S. Patent No. 3,227,254, assigned to the
assignee of the present invention. In a modulating fluid
coupling device, rather than the fill port opening sudden-
ly, whereby there is a relatively high gain rate in the output
speed versus the valve position, the opening of the valv-
ing occurs over a wider range of inputs, for a lower gain
rate of output speed versus input to the valving. Unfor-
tunately, it has been observed in some modulating type
fluid coupling devices that the desire to provide the mod-
ulation capability has interfered with or hindered the
achievement of certain other important performance
characteristics, such as the required peak speed.
[0012] Accordingly, it is an additional object of the
present invention to provide an improved fluid coupling
device of the modulating type which is capable of achiev-
ing good modulation performance while still being capa-
ble of achieving other required performance character-
istics.
[0013] With the above and other objects in mind the
present invention relates to a fluid coupling device of the
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type including a first rotatable coupling member defining
an axis of rotation (A), enclosure means associated with
said first coupling member to define a fluid chamber ther-
ebetween; valve means disposed to separate said fluid
chamber into a fluid operating chamber and a fluid res-
ervoir chamber; a second rotatable coupling member dis-
posed in said fluid operating chamber and being rotatable
relative to said first coupling member, at least one of said
first coupling member and said enclosure means coop-
erating with said second coupling member to define ther-
ebetween a viscous shear space; said valve means being
operable to control the flow of fluid between said reservoir
chamber and said operating chamber, and including con-
trol means associated with said valve means to effect
the operation thereof in response to variations in a pre-
determined condition; said valve means including a plate-
like member defining fluid inlet ports disposed to permit
fluid flow from said reservoir chamber to said operating
chamber, said valve means further including a moveable
valve member operably associated with said control
means: wherein said plate-like member defines a first
inlet port, and a second inlet port disposed radially out-
ward of said first inlet port; said moveable valve member
has a disengaged position (FIG. 4) blocking flow through
both said first and second inlet ports; said valve member
is configured such that, as said valve member moves
from said disengaged position, toward a first operating
position (FIG. 5), said first inlet port is uncovered while
said second inlet port remains covered; and as said valve
member moves from said first operating position (FIG.
5) toward a second operating position, said second inlet
port is progressively uncovered.
[0014] A fluid coupling device having the foregoing fea-
tures is known from JP 61074920.
[0015] A fluid coupling device in accordance with the
present invention is characterised is that said plate-like
member defines a third inlet port disposed radially out-
ward of said second inlet port, said moveable valve mem-
ber blocking flow through said third inlet port when said
valve member is in any one of said disengaged position
(FIG. 4), said first operating position (FIG. 5) and said
second operating position; and said valve member is con-
figured such that, as said valve member moves from said
second operating position to a third operating position
(FIG. 6), said third inlet port is uncovered.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary, axial cross-section of a fluid
coupling device made in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary axial cross-sec-
tion, similar to FIG. 1, illustrating the valve plate of
the present invention in detail.
FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary axial cross-sec-
tion, similar to FIG. 1, and on the same scale as FIG.

2, illustrating the valve member of the present inven-
tion in detail.
FIG. 3A is a fragmentary, front plan view, on a scale
somewhat larger than FIG. 1, included primarily to
illustrate the valve arm of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary axial cross-sec-
tion, similar to FIG. 1, illustrating the valving of the
present invention in its disengaged position.
FIG. 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary axial cross-sec-
tion, similar to FIG. 4, but with the valving in a mod-
ulating operating position.
FIG. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary axial cross-sec-
tion, similar to FIGS. 4 and 5, but with the valve mem-
ber in an engaged operating position.
FIG. 7 is a graph of fan speed versus valve position,
aligned with a somewhat schematic representation
of the valve plate, illustrating the operation of the
present invention, and the various fluid segments
involved.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0017] Referring now to the drawings, which are not
intended to limit the invention, FIG. 1 illustrates one pre-
ferred form of a fluid coupling device (viscous fan drive)
of the type utilizing the present invention. The fluid cou-
pling device illustrated in FIG. 1 includes an input cou-
pling member, generally designated 11, and an output
coupling assembly, generally designated 13. The output
coupling assembly 13 includes a housing member (body)
15 and a cover member 17, the members 15 and 17 being
secured together by a plurality of bolts B disposed toward
the outer periphery of the members 15 and 17, in a man-
ner well known to those skilled in the art. The fluid cou-
pling device is adapted to be driven by a liquid cooled
engine (not shown) and, in turn, drives a radiator cooling
fan (also not shown) which may be attached to the hous-
ing member 15 by means of a plurality of threaded bores
19, adapted to receive bolts (not shown). It will be under-
stood, however, that the use of the present invention is
not limited to any particular configuration of fluid coupling
device, or to any particular application thereof, except as
is specifically noted hereinafter.
[0018] The fluid coupling device includes an input shaft
21 on which the input coupling member 11 is mounted,
preferably by means of an insert member 23. The input
shaft 21 is rotatably driven, typically by means of a flange
25 which may be bolted to the mating flange of an engine
water pump (not shown). The input shaft 21 functions as
a support for the inner race of a bearing set 27, which is
seated on the inside diameter of the housing member
15. The forward end of the input shaft 21 and the insert
member 23 are received within a plate-like member 29,
comprising, by way of example only, part of the input
coupling member 11. In accordance with a detailed as-
pect of the present invention, the plate-like member 29
also comprises part of the coupling valve means, to be
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described subsequently. Therefore, rotation of the input
shaft 21 results in rotation of the input coupling member
11.
[0019] Although not an essential feature of the present
invention, the subject embodiment is a fluid coupling de-
vice of the "reservoir-in-clutch" type. To that end, an en-
closure member 31 is attached to a forward surface of
the input coupling member 11, such as by bolts or rivets
passing through openings 32 in the input coupling mem-
ber 11 (see FIG. 3A). The enclosure member 31 coop-
erates with the plate-like member 29 to define a fluid res-
ervoir chamber 33. As may best be seen in FIG. 1, when
the coupling device is rotating, and in the disengaged
position of FIG. 4, substantially all of the fluid in the device
would be contained within the annular reservoir chamber
33. The space between the plate-like member 29 and
the housing 15 comprises part of an operating chamber
35, with the rest of the operating chamber comprising the
fluid chamber defined between the housing 15 and the
cover 17. Disposed toward the outer periphery of the op-
erating chamber 35 is a pumping element (wiper) 37, the
function of which, as is well known to those skilled in the
art, is to pump fluid from the operating chamber, in re-
sponse to a speed difference ("slip speed") between the
input coupling member 11 and the output coupling as-
sembly 13. The pumped fluid flows through an axial pas-
sage 39, and then through a radial passage 41, so that
it flows radially inward and then, through the effect of
centrifugal force, flows radially outward into the fluid res-
ervoir chamber 33.
[0020] Disposed within the fluid reservoir chamber 33
is an axially moveable valve member, generally desig-
nated 43 (see also FIG. 3A), which is attached by means
of a bolt 45 to the forward end of an armature 47. The
armature 47 is axially moveable within a bore 49 defined
by the input shaft 21, and the combination of the valve
arm 43 and the armature 47 is biased forwardly (to the
left in FIG. 1) by means of a biasing spring 50. Disposed
about a rearward end (right end in FIG. 1) of the input
shaft 21 is an actuator housing 51, supported relative to
the input shaft 21 by means of a bearing set 53. Disposed
radially between the input shaft 21 and the actuator hous-
ing 51 is an electromagnetic coil 55, which receives an
input signal, energizing the coil 55, by means of a pair of
electrical leads, designated somewhat schematically as
57. This general type of arrangement is known from U.S.
Patent No. 4,305,491, assigned to the assignee of the
present invention, and incorporated herein by reference.
It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
the arrangement shown herein of the armature 47 and
coil 55 is by way of example only, and within the scope
of the present invention, various other means could be
used to actuate the valve member 43. Such actuation
could be achieved by various other electromagnetic ar-
rangements, as well as by various mechanical, hydraulic,
and pneumatic arrangements. In addition, within the
scope of the present invention, the actuation of the valve
member 43 could be achieved from either the rear of the

coupling (right end in FIG. 1) or from the front of the cou-
pling (left end in FIG. 1).
[0021] In the subject embodiment, and by way of ex-
ample only, the input coupling member 11 includes a
forward surface which defines a plurality of annular lands,
and a rearward surface which also defines a plurality of
annular lands. The adjacent surfaces of the cover mem-
ber 17 and housing member 15, respectively, form a plu-
rality of annular lands which are interdigitated with those
defined by the input coupling member 11, to define a
serpentine-shaped viscous shear space, generally des-
ignated 59. It should be noted in FIG. 1 that, for simplicity,
not all of the "bottom" half of the coupling device is illus-
trated.

Valving

[0022] Referring now primarily to FIG. 2, one important
aspect of the present invention will be described. The
plate-like member 29 defines a forward, transverse sur-
face 61. As is used herein, the term "transverse" means
generally perpendicular to an axis of rotation A (see FIG.
1). The member 29 defines a fluid inlet port 63, extending
from the surface 61 through the member 29 into the op-
erating chamber 35. As may best be seen in FIG. 3A, the
valve member 43 has three separate valve arms. There-
fore, in the description of the valving, there is one of the
various ports being described associated with each of
the three valve arms. Disposed radially outward from the
inlet port 63, the member 29 defines a generally cylindri-
cal surface 65, with a fluid inlet port 67 extending from
the surface 65 through the member 29 and also into the
operating chamber 35. Preferably, the inlet port 67 has
some fairly substantial axial extent, for reasons which
will become apparent subsequently. The member 29 de-
fines another transverse, annular surface 69, extending
radially outward from the surface 65, to another generally
cylindrical surface 71. Finally, the member 29 defines a
fluid inlet port 73 extending from the surface 71 radially
outward to the beginning of the viscous shear space 59.
It should be noted that the specific location, orientation,
and arrangement of the various surfaces and ports just
described are not essential features of the invention.
[0023] Referring now primarily to FIGS. 3 and 4, the
valve member 43 includes a radially outer valve portion
74 which defines a transverse surface 75. As may best
be seen in FIG. 4, the transverse surface 75 is disposed
for face-to-face engagement with the transverse surface
61, when the valve member 43 is in its disengaged po-
sition. The valve portion 74 also defines a generally cy-
lindrical surface 77, disposed for sliding engagement with
the cylindrical surface 65. As may best be seen in FIG.
3A, the valve portion 74 is preferably in the form of an
annular member, formed integrally with each of the indi-
vidual valve arms. The valve portion 74 defines a annular,
transverse surface 79, disposed for engagement with the
annular surface 69 when the valve arm 43 is in the dis-
engaged position of FIG. 4. Finally, the valve portion 74
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defines a generally cylindrical outer surface 81, disposed
for sliding engagement with the cylindrical surface 71.
[0024] Therefore, with the valve arm 43 in the disen-
gaged position of FIG. 4, the transverse surface 75 block
fluid flow through the inlet port 63; the cylindrical surface
77 blocks fluid flow through the inlet port 67, and the
cylindrical surface 81 blocks fluid flow through the inlet
port 73. As will be understood by those skilled in the art,
with the valve member 43 in the disengaged position of
FIG. 4, the fluid level ("meniscus") within the reservoir
chamber 33 may be represented by the line labeled "M1"
in FIGS. 4 and 7, i.e., the reservoir contains an annulus
of fluid which extends radially inward to the line M1. By
way of example only, the energization of the coil 55, by
means of an appropriate signal 57, exerts a biasing force
on the armature, in opposition to the biasing force of the
spring 50. Thus, a "maximum" signal 57 is required to
bias the valve arm 43 to the disengaged position shown
in FIG. 4
[0025] Referring now primarily to FIG. 5, as the tem-
perature (or other operating condition) increases, a de-
creasing signal 57 is transmitted to the coil 55, such that
the spring 50 begins to bias the valve arm 43 further to
the left, from the disengaged position of FIG. 4, toward
an operating position, shown in FIG. 5. In the first oper-
ating position, the fluid inlet port 63 is quickly opened,
because the transverse surface 75 moves axially away
from the transversely oriented entrance of the inlet port
63. As soon as the inlet port 63 is uncovered, a substantial
quantity of fluid flows through the inlet port 63, then flows
radially outward through the operating chamber 35 (see
arrows in FIG. 5), and into the rearward land and groove
area in a well known manner. Typically, fluid entering the
rearward land and groove area would be able to flow into
the forward land and groove area through appropriate
openings in the input coupling member 11. The fluid level
line M2 shown in FIGS. 5 and 7 represents the fluid level
in the reservoir 33 once the inlet port 63 is fully opened,
but before the inlet port 67 begins to open. In accordance
with one important aspect of the invention, and as may
be seen by comparing FIGS. 4 and 5, a large quantity of
fluid enters the viscous shear space 59 rather quickly,
as the valve arm 43 moves away from the disengaged
position, to begin to get fluid flowing radially outward
through the lands and grooves, to bring the fan speed up
fairly quickly from the disengaged level.
[0026] Thus, in the subject embodiment, the fan speed
rose to about 400 RPM after the inlet port 63 was fully
uncovered, but thereafter, the valve member 43 passes
through a dead band region D1 (see FIG. 7) until the
cylindrical surface 77 begins to uncover the inlet port 67.
As the valve member 43 moves through this dead band
region, and the fluid meniscus reaches M2, the fan speed
will be predictable, even if there are inaccuracies in the
manufacturing of the various parts of the valving and cou-
pling. The dead band region D1 provides the valving an
opportunity to reach a predictable, desired fill level within
the operating chamber.

[0027] As the temperature increases further, the signal
57 is decreased further, and the valve arm 43 continues
to move to the left, toward the position shown in FIG. 5.
As the cylindrical surface 77 of the valve portion 74 slides
relative to the cylindrical surface 65, this movement con-
stitutes the "modulation" range of the valving action. Un-
like the opening of the inlet port 63, which occurred sud-
denly (high gain rate), the opening of the inlet port 67
occurs more slowly (low gain rate of filling versus valve
arm movement). Thus, the valve arm 43 must move from
a position completely blocking the inlet port 67 to a po-
sition fully exposing the inlet port 67, in order for the fluid
level in the reservoir chamber 33 to decrease from the
line M2 shown in FIG. 5 to a level which is even with the
cylindrical surface 65 (shown as M3 in FIG. 7). Typically,
the quantity of fluid admitted through the inlet port 67
would be less than that which flows through the inlet port
63, and may be substantially less, even though the flow
through the inlet port 67 occurs over a greater extent of
valve arm travel.
[0028] As the temperature continues to increase, the
valve arm 43 moves further to the left, from the position
shown in FIG. 5, until the inlet port 67 is full uncovered,
and the fluid level in the reservoir chamber 33 "decreas-
es" (i.e., moves radially outward) until it is even with the
cylindrical surface 65, or reaches the level M3, as men-
tioned previously. Once the valve member 43 has fully
uncovered the inlet port 67, the valve member then pass-
es through another dead band region D2, again referring
to FIG. 3A. As was described in regard to the dead band
region D1, passing through the dead band region D2 in-
sures that there is the desired fill level within the operating
chamber 35. At that point in the valve arm movement,
the surfaces 69 and 71 of the member 29, and the sur-
faces 77 and 79 of the valve portion 74 cooperate to
define an annular chamber filled with fluid. With further
leftward movement of the valve arm 43, the cylindrical
surface 81 begins to uncover the inlet port 73, and the
fluid in the annular chamber defined by the surfaces 69,
71, 77, and 79 begins to flow through the inlet port 73
and into the forward lands and grooves. Preferably, the
filling through the inlet port 73 occurs at a gain rate ap-
proximately equal to that for the inlet port 67, recognizing
that most of the operation of the fan drive would probably
occur with the valve arm 43 moving through the modu-
lation range, and the inlet port 73 is included primarily to
be sure that the fan drive can achieve "peak speed", i.e.,
the maximum fan speed anticipated, for any given input
speed.
[0029] The invention has been described in great detail
in the foregoing specification, and it is believed that var-
ious alterations and modifications of the invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from a reading
and understanding of the specification. It is intended that
all such alterations and modifications are included in the
invention, insofar as they come within the scope of the
appended claims.
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Claims

1. A fluid coupling device of the type including a first
rotatable coupling member (15) defining an axis of
rotation (A), enclosure means (17) associated with
said first coupling member (15) to define a fluid
chamber therebetween; valve means (43) disposed
to separate said fluid chamber into a fluid operating
chamber (35) and a fluid reservoir chamber (33); a
second rotatable coupling member (11) disposed in
said fluid operating chamber (35) and being rotatable
relative to said first coupling member (15), at least
one of said first coupling member (15) and said en-
closure means (17) cooperating with said second
coupling member (11) to define therebetween a vis-
cous shear space (59); said valve means (43) being
operable to control the flow of fluid between said res-
ervoir chamber (33) and said operating chamber
(35), and including control means (47, 55) associat-
ed with said valve means (43) to effect the operation
thereof in response to variations in a predetermined
condition; said valve means (43) including a plate-
like member (29) defining fluid inlet ports disposed
to permit fluid flow from said reservoir chamber (33)
to said operating chamber (35), said valve means
further including a moveable valve member (43) op-
erably associated with said control means (47, 55):
wherein

(a) said plate-like member (29) defines a first
inlet port (63), and a second inlet port (67) dis-
posed radially outward of said first inlet port (63);
(b) said moveable valve member (43) has a dis-
engaged position (FIG. 4) blocking flow through
both said first (63) and second (67) inlet ports;
(c) said valve member (43) is configured such
that, as said valve member moves from said dis-
engaged position, toward a first operating posi-
tion (FIG. 5), said first inlet port (63) is uncovered
while said second inlet port (67) remains cov-
ered; and
(d) as said valve member (43) moves from said
first operating position (FIG. 5) toward a second
operating position, said second inlet port (67) is
progressively uncovered; and characterised in
that:
(e) said plate-like member (29) defines a third
inlet port (73) disposed radially outward of said
second inlet port (67), said moveable valve
member (43) blocking flow through said third in-
let port (73) when said valve member (43) is in
any one of said disengaged position (FIG. 4),
said first operating position (FIG. 5) and said
second operating position;
(f) and said valve member (43) is configured
such that, as said valve member moves from
said second operating position to a third oper-
ating position (FIG. 6), said third inlet port (73)

is uncovered.

2. A fluid coupling device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
said moveable valve member (43) passes through
a first dead band region (D1) after uncovering said
first inlet port (63) but before beginning to uncover
said second inlet port (67), then passes through a
second dead band region (D2) after uncovering said
second inlet port (67) but before beginning to uncov-
er said third inlet port (73).

3. A fluid coupling device as claimed in claim 1 or 2,
wherein said second rotatable coupling member (11)
includes said plate-like member (29), and an addi-
tional enclosure means (31) cooperating with said
plate-like member (29) to define said fluid reservoir
chamber (33), whereby said fluid reservoir chamber
(33) rotates at the speed of rotation of said second
rotatable coupling member (11).

4. A fluid coupling device as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3,
wherein said plate-like member (29) defining a first,
transverse surface (61) defining said first inlet port
(63), and a second, cylindrical surface (65) defining
said second inlet port (67), said valve member (43)
defines a first, transverse surface (75) disposed to
block fluid flow through said first inlet port (63) when
said valve member (43) is in said disengaged posi-
tion (FIG. 4), and said valve member (43) further
defines a second, cylindrical surface (77) in sliding
engagement with said second, cylindrical surface
(65) of said plate-like member (29), as said valve
member (43) moves from said disengaged position
(FIG. 4) toward said first operating position (FIG. 5).

5. A fluid coupling device as claimed in claim any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein said control means com-
prises an electromagnetic coil (55) and an axially
moveable armature (47), whereby said valve mem-
ber (43) moves axially between said disengaged po-
sition (FIG. 4) and said third operating position (FIG.
6).

6. A fluid coupling device as claimed in claim 5, wherein
said control means includes a spring (50) biasing
said valve member (43) toward said third operating
position (FIG. 6), said predetermined condition com-
prising an electrical input signal (57) to said electro-
magnetic coil (55), said valve member (43) moving
axially from said third operating position (FIG. 6) to-
ward said disengaged position (FIG. 4) as said elec-
trical input signal (57) increases.

7. A fluid coupling device as claimed in any one of
claims 1 to 6, further comprising means (37,39,41)
operable to pump fluid from said operating chamber
(35) to said reservoir chamber (33) in response to a
difference in speed of rotation of said first (11) and
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second (15) coupling members.

Patentansprüche

1. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung jener Art, die ein
erstes drehbares Kupplungsglied (15), das eine
Drehachse (A) definiert, ein dem ersten Kupplungs-
glied (15) zugeordnetes Gehäusemittel (17) zur De-
finition einer Fluidkammer dazwischen, ein zum
Trennen der Fluidkammer in eine Fluidarbeitskam-
mer (35) und eine Fluidvorratskammer (33) ange-
ordnetes Ventilmittel (43) und ein zweites drehbares
Kupplungsglied (11), das in der Fluidarbeitskammer
(35) angeordnet ist und bezüglich des ersten Kupp-
lungsglieds (15) drehbar ist, enthält, wobei das erste
Kupplungsglied (15) und/oder das Gehäusemittel
(17) mit dem zweiten Kupplungsglied (11) zusam-
menwirken, um dazwischen einen viskosen Scher-
raum (59) zu definieren, wobei das Ventilmittel (43)
dazu betätigbar ist, den Fluidstrom zwischen der
Vorratskammer (33) und der Arbeitskammer (35) zu
steuern und ein Steuermittel (47, 55) enthält, das
dem Ventilmittel (43) zugeordnet ist, um dessen Be-
tätigung als Reaktion auf Änderungen eines vorbe-
stimmten Zustands zu bewirken; wobei das Ventil-
mittel (43) ein plattenförmiges Glied (29) enthält, das
Fluideinlassöffnungen definiert, die dazu angeord-
net sind, Fluidstrom von der Vorratskammer (33) zu
der Arbeitskammer (35) zu gestatten, wobei das
Ventilmittel weiterhin ein bewegliches Ventilglied
(43) enthält, das dem Steuermittel (47, 55) wirkzu-
geordnet ist; wobei

(a) das plattenförmige Glied (29) eine erste Ein-
lassöffnung (63) und eine zweite Einlassöffnung
(67), die von der ersten Einlassöffnung (63) ra-
dial nach außen angeordnet ist, definiert;
(b) das bewegliche Ventilglied (43) eine ausge-
rückte Position (Figur 4) aufweist, die Strömung
sowohl durch die erste (63) als auch durch die
zweite (67) Einlassöffnung sperrt;
(c) das Ventilglied (43) so konfiguriert ist, dass,
wenn sich das Ventilglied aus der ausgerückten
Position in eine erste Arbeitsposition (Figur 5)
bewegt, die erste Einlassöffnung (63) freigelegt
wird, während die zweite Einlassöffnung (67)
bedeckt bleibt; und
(d) wenn sich das Ventilglied (43) aus der ersten
Arbeitsposition (Figur 5) in eine zweite Arbeits-
position bewegt, die zweite Einlassöffnung (67)
allmählich freigelegt wird;
und dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
(e) das plattenförmige Glied (29) eine dritte Ein-
lassöffnung (73) definiert, die von der zweiten
Einlassöffnung (67) radial nach außen angeord-
net ist, wobei das bewegliche Ventilglied (43)
die Strömung durch die dritte Einlassöffnung

(73) sperrt, wenn sich das Ventilglied (43) in der
ausgerückten Position (Figur 4), der ersten Ar-
beitsposition (Figur 5) oder der zweiten Arbeits-
position befindet;
(f) und das Ventilglied (43) so konfiguriert ist,
dass, wenn sich das Ventilglied aus der zweiten
Arbeitsposition in eine dritte Arbeitsposition (Fi-
gur 6) bewegt, die dritte Einlassöffnung (73) frei-
gelegt wird.

2. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das bewegliche Ventilglied (43) nach Freile-
gen der ersten Einlassöffnung (63), aber vor Beginn
des Freilegens der zweiten Einlassöffnung (67)
durch einen ersten Totbandbereich (D1) passiert,
dann nach Freilegen der zweiten Einlassöffnung
(67), aber vor Beginn des Freilegens der dritten Ein-
lassöffnung (73), durch einen zweiten Totbandbe-
reich (D2) passiert.

3. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1
oder 2, wobei das zweite drehbare Kupplungsglied
(11) das plattenförmige Glied (29) und ein zusätzli-
ches Gehäusemittel (31), das mit dem plattenförmi-
gen Glied (29) zur Definition der Fluidvorratskammer
(33) zusammenwirkt, enthält, wobei sich die Fluid-
vorratskammer (33) mit der Drehgeschwindigkeit
des zweiten drehbaren Kupplungsglieds (11) dreht.

4. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
2 oder 3, wobei das plattenförmige Glied (29) eine
erste Querfläche (61), die die erste Einlassöffnung
(63) definiert, und eine zweite, zylindrische Fläche
(65), die die zweite Einlassöffnung (67) definiert, de-
finiert und das Ventilglied (43) eine erste Querfläche
(75) definiert, die zur Sperrung von Fluidströmung
durch die erste Einlassöffnung (63), wenn sich das
Ventilglied (43) in der ausgerückten Position (Figur
4) befindet, angeordnet ist, und das Ventilglied (43)
weiterhin eine zweite, zylindrische Fläche (77) in
Gleiteingriff mit der zweiten, zylindrischen Fläche
(65) des plattenförmigen Glieds (29) definiert, wenn
sich das Ventilglied (43) aus der ausgerückten Po-
sition (Figur 4) in die erste Arbeitsposition (Figur 5)
bewegt.

5. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei das Steuermittel eine elek-
tromagnetische Spule (35) und einen axial bewegli-
chen Anker (47) umfasst, wobei sich das Ventilglied
(43) axial zwischen der ausgerückten Position (Figur
4) und der dritten Arbeitsposition (Figur 6) bewegt.

6. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5,
wobei das Steuermittel eine Feder (50) enthält, die
das Ventilglied (43) in die dritte Arbeitsposition (Figur
6) vorspannt, wobei der vorbestimmte Zustand ein
elektrisches Eingangssignal (57) an die elektroma-
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gnetische Spule (55) umfasst, wobei sich das Ven-
tilglied (43) axial aus der dritten Arbeitsposition (Fi-
gur 6) in die ausgerückte Position (Figur 4) bewegt,
wenn das elektrische Eingangssignal (57) zunimmt.

7. Strömungskupplungsvorrichtung nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 6, die weiterhin Mittel (37, 39, 41)
umfasst, die dahingehend betätig bar sind, als Re-
aktion auf eine Differenz der Drehgeschwindigkeit
des ersten (11) und zweiten (15) Kupplungsglieds
Fluid aus der Arbeitskammer (35) in die Vorratskam-
mer (33) zu pumpen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide du type comportant
un premier organe d’accouplement rotatif (15) défi-
nissant un axe de rotation (A), un moyen d’enceinte
(17) associé audit premier organe d’accouplement
(15) pour définir entre eux une chambre de fluide ;
un moyen de soupape (43) disposé de manière à
séparer ladite chambre de fluide en une chambre de
travail de fluide (35) et une chambre de réservoir de
fluide (33) ; un deuxième organe d’accouplement ro-
tatif (11) disposé dans ladite chambre de travail de
fluide (35) et pouvant tourner par rapport audit pre-
mier organe d’accouplement (15), au moins l’un par-
mi ledit premier organe d’accouplement (15) et ledit
moyen d’enceinte (17) coopérant avec ledit deuxiè-
me organe d’accouplement (11) pour définir entre
eux un espace de cisaillement visqueux (59) ; ledit
moyen de soupape (43) pouvant fonctionner de ma-
nière à réguler l’écoulement de fluide entre ladite
chambre de réservoir (33) et ladite chambre de tra-
vail (35), et comportant des moyens de commande
(47, 55) associé audit moyen de soupape (43) pour
le faire fonctionner en réponse aux variations dans
un état prédéterminé ; ledit moyen de soupape (43)
comportant un organe de type plaque (29) définis-
sant des orifices d’entrée de fluide disposés de ma-
nière à permettre l’écoulement de fluide depuis ladite
chambre de réservoir (33) dans ladite chambre de
travail (35), ledit moyen de soupape comportant en
outre un organe de soupape mobile (43) associé
fonctionnellement audit moyen de commande (47 ;
55) ;

(a) ledit organe de type plaque (29) définissant
un premier orifice d’entrée (63), et un deuxième
orifice d’entrée (67) disposé radialement vers
l’extérieur dudit premier orifice d’entrée (63) ;
(b) ledit organe de soupape mobile (43) ayant
une position désengagée (figure 4) bloquant
l’écoulement à travers lesdits premier (63) et
deuxième (67) orifices d’entrée ;
(c) ledit organe de soupape (43) étant configuré
de telle sorte qu’à mesure que ledit organe de

soupape se déplace de ladite position désenga-
gée vers une première position fonctionnelle (fi-
gure 5), ledit premier orifice d’entrée (63) est
découvert tandis que ledit deuxième orifice d’en-
trée (67) reste couvert ; et
(d) à mesure que ledit organe de soupape (43)
se déplace de ladite première position fonction-
nelle (figure 5) vers une deuxième position fonc-
tionnelle, ledit deuxième orifice d’entrée (67) est
progressivement découvert ;
et caractérisé en ce que
(e) ledit organe de type plaque (29) définit un
troisième orifice d’entrée (73) disposé radiale-
ment vers l’extérieur dudit deuxième orifice
d’entrée (67), ledit organe de soupape mobile
(43) bloquant l’écoulement à travers ledit troi-
sième orifice d’entrée (73) lorsque ledit organe
de soupape (43) est dans l’une quelconque de
ladite position désengagée (figure 4), ladite pre-
mière position fonctionnelle (figure 5) et ladite
deuxième position fonctionnelle ;
(f) et ledit organe de soupape (43) est configuré
de telle sorte qu’à mesure que ledit organe de
soupape se déplace de ladite deuxième position
fonctionnelle dans une troisième position fonc-
tionnelle (figure 6), ledit troisième orifice d’en-
trée (73) est découvert.

2. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel ledit organe de soupape mobile
(43) passe à travers une première région de bande
morte (D1) après avoir découvert ledit premier orifice
d’entrée (63) mais avant de commencer à découvrir
ledit deuxième orifice d’entrée (67), puis passe à tra-
vers une deuxième région de bande morte (D2)
après avoir découvert ledit deuxième orifice d’entrée
(67) mais avant de commencer à découvrir ledit troi-
sième orifice d’entrée (73).

3. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon la revendica-
tion 1 ou 2, dans lequel ledit deuxième organe d’ac-
couplement rotatif (11) comporte ledit organe de type
plaque (29), et un moyen d’enceinte supplémentaire
(31) coopérant avec ledit organe de type plaque (29)
pour définir ladite chambre de réservoir de fluide
(33), ladite chambre de réservoir de fluide (33) tour-
nant à la vitesse de rotation dudit deuxième organe
d’accouplement rotatif (11).

4. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon la revendica-
tion 1, 2 ou 3, dans lequel ledit organe de type plaque
(29) définissant une première surface transversale
(61) définissant ledit premier orifice d’entrée (63), et
une deuxième surface cylindrique (65) définissant
ledit deuxième orifice d’entrée (67), ledit organe de
soupape (43) définit une première surface transver-
sale (75) disposée de manière à bloquer l’écoule-
ment de fluide à travers ledit premier orifice d’entrée
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(63) lorsque ledit organe de soupape (43) est dans
ladite position désengagée (figure 4), et ledit organe
de soupape (43) définit en outre une deuxième sur-
face cylindrique (77) en engagement par coulisse-
ment avec ladite deuxième surface cylindrique (65)
dudit organe de type plaque (29), à mesure que ledit
organe de soupape (43) se déplace de ladite position
désengagée (figure 4) vers ladite première position
fonctionnelle (figure 5).

5. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel ledit
moyen de commande comprend une bobine élec-
tromagnétique (55) et une armature mobile axiale-
ment (47), ledit organe de soupape (43) se déplaçant
axialement entre ladite position désengagée (figure
4) et ladite troisième position fonctionnelle (figure 6).

6. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon la revendica-
tion 5, dans lequel ledit moyen de commande com-
porte un ressort (50) poussant ledit organe de sou-
pape (43) vers ladite troisième position fonctionnelle
(figure 6), ledit état prédéterminé comprenant un si-
gnal d’entrée électrique (57) dans ladite bobine élec-
tromagnétique (55), ledit organe de soupape (43) se
déplaçant axialement depuis ladite troisième posi-
tion fonctionnelle (figure 6) vers ladite position dé-
sengagée (figure 4) à mesure que ledit signal d’en-
trée électrique (57) augmente.

7. Dispositif d’accouplement fluide selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 6, comprenant en outre
des moyens (37, 39, 41) pouvant fonctionner de ma-
nière à pomper du fluide de ladite chambre de travail
(35) dans ladite chambre de réservoir (33) en répon-
se à une différence de vitesse de rotation desdits
premier (11) et deuxième (15) organes d’accouple-
ment.
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