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(54) Hook for shoes or similar articles

(57)  The present invention relates to a hook for
shoes or similar articles, consisting of a first portion (2)
for fixing the hook to the vamp, and a second portion (3)
featuring a channel (39) which allows a shoestring to
pass through it ; the hook (1) is provided with means for
linking the first portion (2) with the second portion (3),

allowing the hook (1) to assume at least a first opera-
tional configuration, in which the two portions substan-
tially lie on the same plane (2, 3) as well as a second
operational configuration, in which said two portions
form an angle ((); the second portion (3) features a seat
(39) providing an open channel which is closed when
the hook (1) is positioned in the above first configuration.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a hook for
shoes or similar articles, in particular a hook or a loop
allowing a shoe-string to pass through it for linking two
opposite edges of vamps or of similar structures featur-
ing two edges which are to be linked together by means
of a shoe-string.

[0002] Asis well-known, many types of shoes present
vamps, the edges of which are linked together by means
of shoe-strings passing through a plurality of open or
closed ring hooks, arranged in couples on both edges.
Said open ring hooks or open mouth hooks, as they are
termed by those who use this technical jargon, feature
an open seat for a shoe-string on one side, so the shoe-
string may come out of said seat when it is not tightened.
Closed ring hooks, instead, feature a ring-like seat, so
a shoe-string previously inserted in said seat, can only
be removed from the seat, if it is passed through it up to
its end.

Well-known open ring and closed ring hooks and loops
may prove disadvantageous, since it is impossible to
vary their arrangement. In other words, both open ring
hooks and closed ring hooks may always interact with
the corresponding shoe-strings in the same way, once
they are fixed on the vamps. If the shoe or the structure
on which the hooks are fixed are observed in various
configurations, the above inconvenience is really re-
markable.For example,if the shoe-strings of a shoe pro-
vided with open ring hooks are loosened, they will come
out of the open seat in which they are inserted. Similarly,
if a closed ring hook is used, a shoe-string cannot be
removed from the closed channel provided by the hook
itself, unless the whole shoe-string is passed lengthwise
through the channel. Moreover, well-known closed ring
hooks always keep the shoe-string which is being
passed through their interior at the same distance from
the vamp, in other words, they keep it substantially in
contact with said vamp. In some cases, when the shoe
for example is partially unlaced, it is impossible to re-
move the shoe-string from the surface of the vamp con-
cerned.

[0003] The main object of the present invention is to
overcome the above inconveniences. This result has
been achieved, in accordance with the invention, by
building a hook for shoes or similar articles having the
features described in claim 1. Further features are the
subject of the dependant claims.

[0004] The advantages offered by the present inven-
tion basically arise from the fact that it is possible to ob-
tain a hook for shoes the arrangement of which can be
varied , as well as from the fact that said variation can
be carried out in an easy manner. The above hook can
have the same features as those of closed ring hooks
and open ring hooks , it is easy to build , functional and
relatively economical.

[0005] These and further advantages and features of
the present invention will be better understood by any
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technician operating in this field thanks to the enclosed
pictures as a practical explanation of the invention,
which, however, does not represent a limitation,
wherein :1- Figs. 1, 2,3, 4 illustrate e possible embodi-
ment of the hook subject of the present invention show-
ing respectively the hook in a first operational configu-
ration (Fig. 1), a lateral view showing the hook in a sec-
ond operational configuration (Fig. 2), an exploded lat-
eral view of the hook (Fig. 3) and an exploded top view
(Fig. ) ofthe hook ; Figgs. 5, 6, 7, 8 illustrate respectively
a lateral view of a further possible embodiment of the
hook subject of the present invention showing the hook
in a first operational configuration (Fig. 5), a lateral view
of the hook in a second operational configuration (Fig.
6), an exploded lateral view of the hook (7), an exploded
top view (Fig. 8).

[0006] Asis shown in the enclosed figures, a hook for
shoes or similar articles in accordance with the invention
consists of a first portion (2) for fixing the hook to the
vamp and of a second portion (3) featuring a channel
(3) through which a shoe-string can be passed. The
above portions are linked together corresponding to an
axis of hinge (A), as is shown in the examples. The hook
subject of the present invention may consist of two dis-
tinct portions or bodies linked together, as is shown in
the examples, or it may consist of a single body made
of suitable material ( for example plastic material) the
arrangement of which can be modified as described be-
low.

[0007] In practice, in the illustrated examples, the first
body (2) may feature a hole (29) , through which a arivet
or a similar device for fixing the body to an vamp is
passed, whilst the second body features an open seat
(39) into which a shoe-string can be introduced. The
second body (3) features a seat (39) providing an open
channel , which is closed by the first body (2) when the
hook(1) is positioned in the first configuration. In prac-
tice, the hook is open ring when it is positioned in the
second operational configuration and becomes closed
ring when it is positioned in the first operational config-
uration.In this way, for example, a shoe can partially be
unlaced when the hook is in the first configuration (
closed ring hook ) without removing the shoe-string from
the hook . When it is necessary to unlace a shoe com-
pletely, the shoe-string can be quickly removed since
the hook is open ring in this configuration. Similarly, in
this second configuration, in which the hook is raised,
the shoe can quickly be laced, since the shoe-string can
be passed around the hook , just like for a shoe provided
with open-ring hooks.

[0008] As is shown in the illustrated examples, the
hook (1) subject of the present invention is fitted with
connecting means (4,20, 30 ) between the first (2) and
the second portion (3) , so that said portions assume at
least the two operational configurations described
above, in which the two bodies substantially lie on the
same plane or they form an angle. Pictures 1 and 5 show
the first operational configuration, whilst pictures 2 and



3 EP 1 050 224 A2 4

6 show the second operational configuration.

The two bodies (2) and (3) , which can be made of metal,
plastic material or similar materials, are linked together
by means of a pin (4) positioned along the axis of hinge
(A) and housed in a seat (24) foreseen on the first body
(2) and in two seats foreseen on the second body (3)
which is substantially fork shaped.

A second seat (25), which stably houses elastic means,
consisting , for example, of an elastomeric block (5), is
foreseen on the first body (2) adjacent to the seat (3)
housing the pin. In case the two portions (2,3) consist
of a single body ( which is not illustrated in the
examples ) the elastic means may be made of the same
material used for the hook ( for example elastically de-
formable plastic material ). The elastic means constantly
keep the hook in the second operational configuration,
in which the hook (1) is at rest, in a bent position. When
a force is exerted for tightening the shoe-strings, the
hook (1) will assume the first operational configuration,
in which the two portions substantially lie on the same
plane.

[0009] In the illustrated examples, the connecting
means (4) between the two bodies (2,3) consist of two
shaped portions (20,30) foreseen on two bodies (2, 3),
as well as of a pin (4). The two shaped portions (20,30)
are in contact with each other when the relative rotation
of said second body (3) in relation to the first body (2)
takes place. In particular, the contact portions (20,30)
feature a profile providing two joining zones or coupling
zones, in order to obtain a higher stability for positioning
the hook (1) in the two above configurations. The elas-
tomeric block (5) delivers a force of reaction which al-
lows the release of said contact portions (20,30), so that
the contact portion reciprocally approach In practice, the
hook can constantly be kept at rest in the second oper-
ational configuration (Figgs. 2 and 5) or the hook (1)
can assume the two operational configurations after the
coupling portions have been released (20,30) on ac-
count of the thrust exerted by the elastomeric block (5).
[0010] Inthe example shown in Figgs. 5 to 8, the sec-
ond body (3) features a partially open vamp surface (38)
corresponding to the channel (39). Thanks to this fea-
ture, it is possible to see the shoe-string that passing
through the hook.

The shoes-string may be either running or ficed within
the channel (3).

Claims

1. Hook for shoes or similar articles consisting of a first
portion (2) for fixing the hook to an vamp and of a
second portion (3) featuring a channel (39) which
allows a shoe-string to pass through it, character-
ised by the fact that said hook is provided with con-
necting means between said first portion (2) and
said second portion (3) for positioning the hook (1)
in at least a first operational configuration in which
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the two portions ( 2,3) substantially lie on the same
plane, and in a second operational configuration in
which said portions form an angle (b) , and charac-
terised by the fact that said second portion (3) fea-
tures a seat providing an open channel which is
closed when the hook(1) is positioned in said first
configuration.

Hook according to claim 1, characterised by the fact
that one (28) of the ends of said first portion (2) is
associated with said second portion (3) so as to in-
teract with the latter and to close said channel (39)
when the hook is positioned in said second config-
uration.

Hook according to claim 1 characterised by the fact
that the two portions consist of two distinct bodies
(2,3) and by the fact that said connecting means be-
tween the two bodies (2,3 ) consist of a pin (4) lo-
cated along an hinge axis (A) and housed in corre-
sponding seats (24,34) foreseen on the two por-
tions (2, 3), and of shaped portions (20,30) foreseen
on the two bodies (2, 3), which are in contact with
each other when the relative rotation of said second
body (3) in relation to the first fixing body (3) takes
place.

Hook according to claim 3, characterised by the fact
that said shaped contact portions (20,30) feature a
profile providing two joining zones or coupling
zones in order to obtain a higher stability for posi-
tioning the hook (1) in said two configurations.

Hook according to claim 4 characterised by the fact
that it includes elastic means (5) close to the seat
(24) housing said pin (4) end which applies a force
of reaction on the hook (1), so that said contact por-
tions (20,30) are released for reciprocal approach.

Hook according to claim 1 characterised by the fact
that said first (2) and second portion (3) consist of
a single body.

Hook according to claims 1 and/or 6, characterised
by the fact that it comprises elastic means for keep-
ing the hook at rest in said second configuration, in
which the two portions ( 2,3) form an angle and said
channel (39) is open.

Hook according to claim 1 characterised by the fact
that said second portion (3) features a partially open
vamp surface (38) corresponding to the channel
(39).
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