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(54) Printing apparatus provided with inkjet printer

(57) A printing apparatus (1) which includes an
inkjet printer (20) uses an ink cartridge (40) accompa-
nied by an IC card (60) to which an IC chip having a
read only memory and a read/write memory is secured.
A control signal for starting the operation of the inkjet
printer is stored in the read only memory, and informa-
tion indicative of a final printing date/time of the inkjet
printer is updated and stored in the read/write memory.
Since the inkjet printer starts its operation in response

to only the operation starting control signal, it is possible
to eliminate nonconforming articles from ink cartridges
which are expendable supplies. Furthermore, the print-
ing apparatus is capable of maintaining the state of
emission of ink in good conditions by operating the
inkjet printer to effect printing in a predetermined format
each time a predetermined time elapses from a stored
final printing date/time.
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