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(54) Data transfer devices and methods

(57) In one aspect, the present invention provides a
network of game machines (506, 508, 510, 514) includ-
ing a central controller (500). The central controller is
useable to receive data from the game machines and
also to transmit data to the game machines, for example
to upload new or corrected software to the game ma-
chines. Some of the game machines may be connected
to the network via radio link (512). Higher baud rates,
such as 10,000 baud, are acheivable with the network
of the present invention.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely ciaims:

1-13,18-26

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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0) European Patent
.) Office SHEET B EP 00 30 6668

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not compiy with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-13, 18-20

Claims: 1-3
Claims 1 to 3 deal with the problem of transmitting
game software to a gaming machine (p.7, 1.17-19) by
providing an interface for receiving game software
from outside the machine and writing it to a memory.

Claims: 4-8
Claims 4 to 8 deal with the problem of transferring a
sufficient amount of data into and/or out of the game
machine for allowing identification of flaws in the
software (p.9, 1.11-14 and p.10, 1.14-16) by providing
an interface for transferring data at a rate of at
Teast 10,000 baud.

Claims: 9-13

Claims 9 to 13 are directed at easily integrating one
or more game machines into a network (p.11, 1.20-21)
by providing the game machine(s) with a radio
communication device from transmitting data out of the
machine(s).

Claims: 18-20
Claims 18 to 20 deal with the problem of handling a
high volume of generated data reliably and
economically within a network (p.19, 1.14-15) by
providing a collating device with a writer interface
for transferring data to a recording medium.

2. Claims: 14-17

Claims 14 to 17 aim at a simple installation of a new game
machine / a network of game machines (p.17, 1.4-9) by
reading configuration data from a physical recording medium.

3. Claims: 21-26

Claims 21 to 26 deal with an improved data communication
(p.23, 1.1-4) by providing a network topology where each
game machine is linked to at Teast one other game machine
and only one of the machines is in turn connected to a
controller.
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J Office SHEET B EP 00 30 6668

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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