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(54) Image forming apparatus

(57) An image forming apparatus comprises a light
source such as a semiconductor laser for emitting a light
beam modulated according to an image signal, an opti-
cal deflector such as a rotary polygon mirror for repeat-
edly deflecting the light beam, a focusing optical system
typically including an fθ lens and a cylindrical mirror for
focusing the deflected light beam, a photosensitive
member having a surface to be scanned by the focused
light beam for forming a latent image thereon and a de-
veloping unit for developing the latent image into a toner
image. The surface of the photosensitive member has
an image forming region and blank regions arranged at
the opposite ends of the image forming region in the
main scanning direction and the light source is turned
on during the period of scanning the blank regions. The
output power of the light source is controlled by detect-
ing the intensity of the light beam scanning the blank
regions.
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