EP 1079 044 A3

Européaisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) g)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1079 044 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
06.11.2002 Bulletin 2002/45

(43) Date of publication A2:
28.02.2001 Bulletin 2001/09

(21) Application number: 00307351.7

(22) Date of filing: 25.08.2000

(51) Intcl.”: E0O4G 23/02

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 25.08.1999 GB 9920091

(71) Applicant: H & H Property Management Limited
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 9SP (GB)

(72) Inventor: Hare, John Oswald
Ashwell, Hertfordshire SG7 5RA (GB)

(74) Representative: Britter, Keith Palmer
Britter & Co.
Enterprise House,
14b Whitehorse Street
Baldock Hertfordshire SG7 6QN (GB)

(54)  Structural support

(57)  Method of pre-stressing two spaced compo-
nents (2,10), such as a structural steel member (2) and
a flat roof panel (10), wherein an expandable element
(20", preferably in the form of an inflatable tube of given
length, is inserted in the space between the two compo-
nents (2,10) and is expanded to generate a force acting
between the two components (2,10), to pre-stress at
least one of the components (2,10). Once the two com-
ponents (2,10) have been pre-stressed, rigid spacing
means (6) may be placed in at least part of the remain-
der of the space not occupied by the non-expanded el-
ement (20") and in engagement with both components
(2,10). An inflatable tube (20) may be used as the ex-
pandable element (20') and may have its opposed ends
(21) sealed in a fluid-tight manner by folding and clamp-
ing (22).
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