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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a compact for
cosmetic products, particularly but not exclusively a
travel compact, and still more particularly a compact of
the type that fits into a beauty case.

[0002] Compacts for cosmetic products are known,
particularly for travel use, e.g. for fitting into a beauty
case. They consist of a shell comprising two comple-
mentary half-shells, one forming a base and the other a
lid. The two half-shells are variously hinged along the
edges of respective rear sides so that the lid can rotate
about an axis parallel to its rear side from a position in
which the compact is closed to an open position at an
angle of approximately 180 degrees away from the
closed position.

[0003] The base is normally provided in its interior
with dividing walls or partitions that define compart-
ments designed to contain the cosmetic products.
Mounted on the inside of the lid is a mirror, of small di-
mensions but still useful in situations in which a wall mir-
ror is unavailable.

[0004] However, the mirror is awkward to use be-
cause when the compact is open the base and lid lie on
approximately the same plane: the mirror is therefore
parallel with the surface on which the compact s resting.
To move the mirror to where the user can conveniently
use it the lid must therefore be supported, by hand or by
means of whatever support happens to be available, in
a position intermediate between the closed and open
positions. All this makes the compact unergonomic.
[0005] Inview of the state of the art as described, one
object of the present invention is to provide a compact
for cosmetic products that does not have the drawback
described above.

[0006] In accordance with the present invention, this
object is achieved with a compact for cosmetic products
comprising a base for housing the cosmetic products
and a lid hinged to the base and moveable between a
position in which the compact is closed and a position
in which itis open for access to the base, and containing
a reflective element, the compact being characterized
in that the reflective element is operatively connected to
the base and to the lid so that in the said open position
the reflective element adopts a position convenient to
the user.

[0007] The features and advantages of the presentin-
vention will be made clear in the following detailed de-
scription of a practical embodiment of the invention. This
is shown purely by way of a non-restrictive example in
the attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view from the front of a
compact according to the present invention, in the
closed condition;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the compact from
the side, in a partly open condition;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the compact from
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the side, in the open condition;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the compact from
the front, in the open condition;

Figures 5 and 6 are perspective views of two details
of the compact;

Figure 7 is a cross section taken on a longitudinal
plane through the centre of the compact in the
closed condition;

Figure 8 is a cross section through the compact on
the plane marked VIII-VIIl in Figure 7; and

Figure 9 shows, in cross section on the plane
marked IX-1X in Figure 7, another detail of the com-
pact.

[0008] With reference to the drawings, a compact ac-
cording to the present invention comprises a shell 1
formed by a first half-shell 2, or base half-shell or, more
concisely base, and a second half-shell 3, or lid half-
shell or, briefly, lid. These are complementary and in
plan view may be, for example, generally rectangular or
square.

[0009] Inside the base 2 are partitions 4 that define
spaces 5 for holding cosmetic products of various kinds.
The two half-shells 2, 3 may be produced by plastic
moulding, and in this case the partitions 4 are preferably
formed in one piece with the base 2.

[0010] The lid 3 comprises a frame 6, with a generally
rectangular inner outline, and a central part 7 comple-
mentary in shape to the frame 6 and separable from the
latter. The frame 6 is hinged basically along an edge 8
of a rear side 9 of the base 2 more or less next to a
corresponding external edge 10 of a rear side 11 of the
frame 6, so that it can rotate about an axis X parallel to
the external edge 10 from a closed position, shown in
Figure 1, to an open position, shown in Figures 3 and 4.
The hinge may for example be provided by a membrane
40 of elastically deformable plastic material which
unites, for approximately the whole of their length, or in
discrete sections, the two edges 8, 10 of the rear sides
9, 11 of the base 2, and respectively of the frame 6. Oth-
er types of hinge are of course possible, as will readily
be apparent to those skilled in the art.

[0011] Afrontside 50 of the base 2 and a correspond-
ing front side 51 of the frame 6 are fitted with releasable
snhap-closing parts 52, 53 which engage to secure the
compact in the closed condition, e.g. a pair of interlock-
ing curved projections.

[0012] The central part 7 of the lid 3 has a rear edge
12 which, when the lid 3 is closed, engages with an inner
rear edge 13 of the frame 6, and which is hinged to the
base 2. The central part 7 can therefore rotate about an
axis Y parallel to the axis X. In the example illustrated,
as can be seen in detail in Figure 6, the hinge action is
provided by a pair of pivot pins 15 supported by respec-
tive arms 16 projecting from the rear edge 12 of the cen-
tral part 7, these pivot pins 15 engaging rotatably in re-
spective slots 17 formed in two of the partitions 4 which
extend in parallel in a longitudinal direction inside the
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base 2. Other types of hinge action may obviously read-
ily be conceived.

[0013] The central part 7 is also provided, along mu-
tually opposite lateral edges 18, 19 and more or less
close to a front edge 20 opposite the rear edge 12, with
two pins 21 which slide in corresponding guide channels
22 formed along corresponding inner lateral edges 23,
24 of the frame 6. The guide channels 22 are closed at
least at one end 25 close to the inner rear edge 13 of
the frame in order to form a limit to the sliding of the pins
21.

[0014] As can be seen in Figures 7, 8 and 9 in partic-
ular, the front edge 20 of the central part 7 is rounded
and forms a lip which, when the compact is closed, sits
on top of a suitably rounded inner front edge 28 of the
frame 6. The rear edge 12 of the central part 7, on the
other hand, is shaped to form a continuous protrusion
29 which extends also partly along the lateral edges 18
and 19 as far as a point which, when the compact is
closed, meets the end 25 of the channels 22. When the
compact is closed the projection 29 sits underneath the
inner rear edge 13 and underneath the inner lateral edg-
es 23, 24 of the frame 6, all in such a way as to contribute
to forming an essentially continuous lid (Figure 1).
[0015] The inside of the central part 7 of the lid 3 is
also provided with an enclosure 26 for a mirror 27. The
mirror 27 is therefore operatively connected to the lid 3
and to the base 2 of the compact.

[0016] When the compact is closed (Figure 1), the
central part 7 combines with the frame 6 to form an es-
sentially continuous lid 3, the edges 12, 18, 19 and 20
of the central part 7 fitting closely against the corre-
sponding inner edges 13, 23, 24, 28 of the frame 6.
[0017] On opening the compact, after first releasing
the closure devices 52, 53, while the frame 6 is rotating
about the axis X, the central part 7 rotates about the axis
Y and the pins 21 run along the guide channels 22 to-
wards the limit point at the end 25 of the channels 22.
In the course of this movement the central part 7 grad-
ually comes away from the frame 6 (Figure 2). On reach-
ing the end 25 of the channels 22, the pins 21 abut
against the closed end 25 of each channel 22 and there-
by prevent the lid 3 from being opened any further, and
the central part 7, which supports the mirror 27 in the
enclosure 26, remains in an inclined position relative to
the base 2 at an angle intermediate between 0° and
180°, e.g. of between 40° and 60°, which depends on
the length of the guide channels 22. If the base 2 of the
compact is placed on a supporting surface, the mirror
27 is therefore automatically in a convenient position for
the user, making it unnecessary to find a prop or, worse
still, to support the lid by hand, as is the case with known
compacts. The use of the compact according to the in-
vention for the application of cosmetics is therefore
made very easy.

[0018] It will be clear that variations and/or additions
to what has been described above and illustrated can
be adopted without thereby departing from the scope of
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protection defined in the following claims.

[0019] For example, with reference to the example
shown in the figures, the central part 7 of the lid could
have only one pin 21 on one of the two edges 18, 19,
and the frame 6 could have only one channel 22 along
the corresponding edge 23 or 24.

[0020] The lid of the compact could be designed as
one piece rather than in the form of a frame and a central
part, by providing a separate support for the mirror which
would slide relative to the lid and be hinged to the base,
or by providing the mirror directly with parts to enable it
to slide relative to the lid and to be hinged to the base.
[0021] Also possible are other types of operative con-
nection of the mirror, or of the mirror support where pro-
vided, with the base and lid of the compact, provided
they allow the mirror to adopt a position convenient to
the user when the lid is in the open position, such as
crank mechanisms, for example.

Claims

1. Compact for cosmetic products comprising a base
(2) for housing the cosmetic products and a lid (3)
hinged to the base (2) and moveable between a po-
sition in which the compact is closed and a position
in which it is open for access to the base (2), and
containing a reflective element (27), the compact
being characterized in that the reflective element
(27) is operatively connected to the base (2) and to
the lid (3) so that in the said open position the re-
flective element (27) adopts a position convenient
to the user.

2. Compact for cosmetic products according to Claim
1, characterized in that the reflective element (27)
is hinged to the base (2) and slidably connected to
the lid (3).

3. Compact for cosmetic products according to Claim
2, characterized in that the lid (3) comprises a frame
part (6) and a frame-enclosed part (7) of comple-
mentary shape, these parts together forming, when
the lid (3) is in the position in which the compact is
closed, an essentially continuous lid, the frame part
(6) being hinged to the base (2) about a first axis
(X), the frame-enclosed part (7) rigidly supporting
the reflective element (27) and being hinged to the
base (2) about a second axis (Y) parallel to the first
axis (X) and connected in sliding fashion to the
frame part (6).

4. Compactaccordingto Claim 3, characterized in that
the frame part (6) and the frame-enclosed part (7)
have mating edges (12, 13; 18, 23; 19, 24; 20, 28)
which, when the lid (3) is in the position in which the
compact is closed, engage to form an essentially
continuous lid.
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Compact according to Claim 4, characterized in that
the frame part (6) is hinged basically to a rear side
(9) of the base (2), and the frame-enclosed part (7)
is hinged to the base (2) in a position away from the
said rear side (9) towards the interior of the base (2).

Compact according to Claim 5, characterized in that
the frame part (6) is provided with at least one slide-
way (22) for the sliding of a corresponding sliding
engaging part (21) of the frame-enclosed part (7),
and with limit means (25) that prevent further sliding
of the sliding engaging part (21) when the reflective
element (27) is in the said position convenient to the
user.

Compact according to Claim 6, characterized in that
the said limit means (25) act together with the slid-
ing engaging part (21) to limit the rotation of the
frame part (6) relative to the base (2).

Compact according to Claim 7, characterized in that
the said slideway(s) (22) is/are connected longitu-
dinally to a corresponding inner lateral edge (23, 24)
of the frame part (6), and the said sliding engaging
part (21) comprises a pin connected to a corre-
sponding lateral edge (18, 19) of the frame-en-
closed part (7).

Compact according to Claim 8, characterized in that
the said limit means (25) are a closed end of the
said slideway(s) (22) .

Compact according to any one of Claims 3 to 9,
characterized in that the base (2) is provided inter-
nally with partitions (4) defining compartments (5)
for holding cosmetic products, and the frame-en-
closed part (7) is provided with at least one pivot pin
(15) that engages rotatably in a corresponding seat
(17) formed in the said partitions (4).
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