EP 1081 732 A3

Européaisches Patentamt

(29) 0’ European Patent Office
Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1081 732 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
18.09.2002 Bulletin 2002/38

(43) Date of publication A2:
07.03.2001 Bulletin 2001/10

(21) Application number: 00118749.1

(22) Date of filing: 30.08.2000

(51) Intcl.”: HO1H 50/32

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 31.08.1999 JP 24672199

(71) Applicant: Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.
Kadoma-shi, Osaka (JP)

(72) Inventors:
* Qishi, Akira
Watarai-gun, Mie (JP)
» Motoyama, Masanori
Tsu-shi, Mie (JP)

(74) Representative:
Leson, Thomas Johannes Alois, Dipl.-Ing. et al
Patentanwélte
Tiedtke-Bihling-Kinne & Partner,
Bavariaring 4
80336 Miinchen (DE)

(54) Electromagnetic relay

(57) In an electromagnetic relay having: aniron core
1 around which a coil 3 is wound and on which a mag-
netic pole portion la is provided; an armature 5 which
is attracted to and separated from the magnetic pole
portion 1a of the iron core 1 and driven; a contact point
portion 20 which comes into contact with and is sepa-
rated from its partner, when the armature 5 is driven;
and a switch 17 in which an operation portion 17b which
can be pressed so that the contact point portion 20
comes into contact with and is separated from its part-
ner, when the armature is not driven, is extended to the
direction which is intersected with the pressing direction;
and a case 15 having an opposing portion 15a opposite
to the operation portion 17b, the electromagnetic relay
is structured such that, in at least either one of the op-
eration portion 17b or the opposing portion 15a, the con-
tact portion 15¢ which can come into contact with the
other when the operation portion 17b is not pressed, is
protruded toward the other.
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