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(54) Anink cartridge

(57)  An ink cartridge 10 comprises an ink tank 12
defined by a plurality of surfaces 20, 22, 24, 28, 30. A
group of ink outlet apertures 38 is defined in the floor 28
of the ink tank 12. The ink tank floor 28 is flat in the vi-
cinity of the ink outlet apertures 38. The cartridge 10 in-
cludes an ink supply port 16 to receive the end of an ink
withdrawal needle 82 so that ink can be withdrawn from
the tank 12. A seal 44;90 is provided in the ink supply
port 16, the seal 44;90 defining an aperture 48;92 to re-
ceive an ink withdrawal needle 82 to enable the seal 44;
90 to seal around the ink withdrawal needle 82. A cover
50;96 is provided to cover the said aperture 48;92 in the
seal 44;90 and to be pierced by the ink withdrawal nee-
dle 82. A protective guide 52 may be provided to align
the ink withdrawal needle 82 with the aperture 48 and
to guide the ink withdrawal needle 82 into the aperture
48.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and refates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-9

An ink cartridge comprising an ink tank defined by a
plurality of surfaces and an ink outlet aperture or a group
of ink outtet apertures defined in one of the surfaces. The
surface in the vicinity the aperture or the group of
apertures is flat.

1.1. Claims: 19-21
An ink cartridge including an ink tank and an ink
supply port receiving the end of an ink withdrawal
needle, a seal in the ink supply port with an aperture
to receive the ink withdrawal needle, a cover to cover
the aperture in the seal and to be pierced by the
needle and a protective guide to align the needle with
the aperture and to guide the needle into the aperture.

2. Claims: 10-18

An ink cartridge including an ink tank and an ink supply
port receiving the end of an ink withdrawal needle, the
cartridge defining at least one aperture (described as
septum in the dependant claim 12) to restrict the flow rate
of ink from the ink tank through the ink supply port to the
ink withdrawal needle.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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