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(54) Loading aircraft stores

(57) The invention is concerned with a tricycle vehi-
cle (Fig.7) for the conveyance of large and heavy items,
as 17, to be supported on a detachable cradle 15 form-
ing part of said vehicle, for presentation of such item for
capture at an aircraft pylon station at a sub-wing level
of the aircraft. The vehicle has trolley parts 11, 13, which
engage the cradle 15 fore and aft. The trolley 11 has a
steerable ground wheel and a jack arrangement for rais-
ing and lowering the front end of the cradle as required

and the trolley 13 has two transversely spaced ground
wheels and associated jacking arrangements for inde-
pendent vertical movement of the rear end of the cradle
at either side. The vehicle has means adjustable and/or
detachable such as to enable the vehicle to adopt a va-
riety of configurations calculated to facilitate the extrac-
tion of the vehicle from beneath the aircraft notwith-
standing the presence of obstructions occasioned by
changes in aircraft geometry resulting from the attach-
ment of the load to the pylon station.
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