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(54) Two stage hinge device for the door of electric household appliances, particulary for washing
machine

(57) A hinge device (1), particularly for the door (3)
of an electric household appliance (2), of the type wash-
ing machine, oven and the like, includes a connection
element (10) connected to the frame (6) of the appliance
(2), a support element (30) to which is connected the
door (3) and a shaped element (20), whose first end (21)
is hinged to the connection element (10), and whose
second end (23) is hinged to the support element (30).

The device further includes stop means, first (14)
and second (34) fit to limit the amplitude of the rotations,
respectively first (R1), between the shaped element (20)
and the connection element (10), and second (R2), be-
tween the support element (30) and the shaped element
(20), and friction means (32), positioned between the
shaped element (20) and the support element (30).

The friction means (32) are fit to differentiate the val-
ues of the counter actions exerting against the rotations,
first (R1) and second (R2), determining a two-stage
opening-closing for the door (3), so that this latter chang-
es from a closing condition (C), in which the door (3)
closes the load opening (5) of the appliance (2), to an
extreme opening condition (A), in which the same door
(3) is at the maximum distance from the opening (5),
through an intermediate opening condition (B) in corre-
spondence of which there is the passage between the
conditions of rotations, first (R1) and second (R2).
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