EP 1106 766 A3

(29) 0’ European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets (11) EP 1 106 766 A3
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
(88) Date of publication A3: (51) Intcl.”: EO5D 15/30, EO5D 15/44

04.07.2001 Bulletin 2001/27

(43) Date of publication A2:
13.06.2001 Bulletin 2001/24

(21) Application number: 00309669.0

(22) Date of filing: 01.11.2000

(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventors:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEITLILU » Kent, David, c/o Avocet Hardware plc
MC NL PT SE TR Brighouse HD6 2RW (GB)
Designated Extension States: * Rogers, John, c/o Avocet Hardware plc
AL LT LV MK RO SI Brighouse HD6 2RW (GB)
(30) Priority: 07.12.1999 GB 9928846 (74) Representative: Orr, William McLean
Urquhart-Dykes & Lord,
(71) Applicant: Avocet Hardware PLC Tower House,
Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 2RW (GB) Merrion Way
Leeds LS2 8PA (GB)

(54)  Friction hinge assembly

(57)  Afriction hinge assembly (40) for mounting an
openable closure member (62), such as a top hung or
side hung window, on a fixed frame (63), and which com-
prises a guide track (41) which is securable to a fixed
frame member of the fixed frame and a linkage (42)
which is connected to the guide track (41) so as to be
moveable between open and closed positions relative
to the guide track (41) and which has a mounting arm
(43) which is securable to a frame element of the move-
able closure member (62), and in which: the guide track
(41) has a retainer (54) secured to one end of the guide
track and having an upstanding retaining formation (57);
the mounting arm (43) has a hook (58) secured to one
end and which is moveable into engagement with the
upstanding retaining formation (57) as the linkage (42)
moves to the closed position; the engagement between
the hook (58) and the retaining formation (57) provides
a resisting force which is directly opposite to any sepa-
rating force applied between the fixed frame (63) and
the moveable frame (62) in the region of the hinge axis
(65) provided by the friction hinge assembly (40); and,
the greater the separating force which is applied, the
more will the hook (58) move into captive engagement
with the retaining formation (57) to provide an enhanced
resisting force.
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