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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a packet ac-
cording to the preamble of claim 1 having an engage-
ment portion for hanging on a display unit, in which the
engagement portion has a slot for engagement by an
elongate member which projects from the display unit.
[0002] In display units of the type most commonly
used at points of sale, there is a plurality of elongate
members, for example, arranged in a rack-like configu-
ration. Each of these members may consist of a single
projecting bar or of a pair of parallel bars having smaller
diameters than the above-mentioned single bar.
[0003] Packets to be hung on the elongate members
of known display units normally have a hanging slot
which is shaped for engagement either by single elon-
gate bar members or by double elongate bar members
and which is thus of a generally triangular shape, pos-
sibly with a semicircular top portion, although various
different slot shapes may be used. However, these
known slots have a closed configuration so that the
packet cannot be fitted on a respective elongate mem-
ber except by engaging the elongate member from its
free end.

[0004] This causes a problem since packets of the
same type of product associated with the same elongate
member of a rack-like display unit may sometimes con-
tain different products, for example, products of different
colours. In this case, a purchaser who wishes to take
from the display unit a packet which is not the first one
available on an elongate member is obliged to remove
from the elongate member the packets which are dis-
posed in front of the packet selected in order to be able
to reach the packet selected.

[0005] Moreover, because of the shape of the hanging
slots of known packets, the packets can be fitted on the
respective elongate members only one at a time from
the free end of the elongate member, which is some-
times rather impractical.

[0006] DE 24 52713 A and DE 25 10 002 A describe
packets according to the preamble of appended claim
1, wherein the engagement portion is a member sepa-
rate from the containment portion of the packet.

[0007] The subject of the invention is a packet as de-
fined by the appended claims and, in particular, by claim
1.

[0008] By virtue of this characteristic, the packet ac-
cording to the invention can be fitted on the respective
elongate member by a transverse movement relative to
the elongate member without necessarily having to be
fitted from the free end of the member, so that several
packets can be fitted on the elongate member simulta-
neously.

[0009] Moreover, when several packets of different
products are associated with the same elongate mem-
ber, a purchaser can easily remove any packet even if
it is not the first one, starting from the free end of the
elongate member.
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[0010] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will become clearer from the following detailed
description provided purely by way of non-limiting ex-
ample, with reference to the appended drawings, in
which:

Figure 1 is a schematic view of an engagement por-
tion of a packet of products to be associated with a
display unit of known type,

Figure 2 is a view similar to that of Figure 1 showing
a variant of the packet,

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of another em-
bodiment of the invention, relating to the variant of
Figure 1,

Figure 4 is a side elevational view sectioned along
the line IV-IV of Figure 3,

Figure 5 is a view similar to that of Figure 3, showing
another embodiment of the invention, relating to the
variant of Figure 2, and

Figure 6 is a side elevational view sectioned along
the line VI-VI of Figure 5.

[0011] Inthe drawings, a packet of the type which can
be associated with a display unit, for example, of the
rack type having a plurality of projecting elongate sup-
port members, is generally indicated 1. The packet 1
may be used to hold any product, by way of example,
to hold items of stationery such as writing instruments.
[0012] The packet 1 may be made of at least one
sheet material, for example, card. The appended draw-
ings, however, show a preferred embodiment in which
the packet is formed by a pair of sheets 3 and 5 of plas-
tics material connected to one another, in which case,
at least one of the sheets is normally transparent.
[0013] A hanging slot is formed in the upper portion
of the packet 1, for example, as a result of a punching
operation, the centre of gravity of the slot advantageous-
ly being disposed above the centre of gravity of the prod-
uct held in the packet so that the suspended packet
adopts a generally vertical configuration.

[0014] Although the hanging slot may be of any
shape, Figures 1 and 3 in particular show a slot 7a de-
fined at the bottom by a flat edge and at the top by an
inverted V-shaped edge, whereas Figures 2 and 5 show
a slot 7b similar to the slot 7a but having a semicircular
portion at the top in the region of the vertex of the invert-
ed V-shape.

[0015] According to the invention, a transverse open-
ing 10, defined laterally by a pair of opposed appendag-
es 9, is formed in the upper edge of the slot 7a or 7b or
of a slot of a different shape, not shown, which prefera-
bly has its centre of gravity aligned with the baricentric
axis of the packet 1.
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[0016] In particular, the width of the opening 10 is less
than the diameter of an elongate member which is in-
tended to engage the slot 7a, 7b so that the member
can pass through the opening 10 only as a result of be-
ing forced, that is, as a result of the application to the
packet of a fairly large force directed generally trans-
versely relative to the elongate member. As a result of
the application of such a force, the appendices 9 are
deformed by interference with the elongate member,
opening out and thus allowing the elongate member to
pass through the enlarged opening 10.

[0017] The appendages 9 are preferably formed in a
manner such as to be at least slightly resilient so that,
after the elongate member has passed through the
opening 10 they return to the undeformed condition.
[0018] Both of the appendages 9 are advantageously
substantially V-shaped so as to converge towards the
opening 10 and to define respective lead-in portions on
opposite sides of the opening for facilitating both the re-
moval of the packet 1 from the respective elongate
member and its fitting thereon.

[0019] Ifthe material used to form the packet 1 is card,
the appendages 9 are also made of this material, for ex-
ample, each is constituted by a double layer of card. Al-
ternatively, and with specific reference to the embodi-
ments shown in the drawings, each of the appendages
9 comprises a double laminar layer of plastics material
constituted by portions of the sheets 3 and 5.

[0020] With reference to the embodiment shown in
Figures 1 and 2, the front sheet 3 of the packet 1 is
shaped so as to define a rib 13 which extends parallel
to the edges of the packet 1 and surrounds the slot 7a,
7b and which is connected to the edge of the rear sheet
5, for example, by welding. In the region of the append-
ages 9, the sheet 3 has a portion 13a which is spaced
from the sheet 5 and connected to the rib 13. Since the
appendages 9 are formed by a pair of substantially par-
allel and spaced-apart laminar portions, connected to
the peripheral edge of the sheet 3 and hence to the
sheet 5 by transverse portions, the appendages 9 are
stiffened torsionally so as to ensure greater strength and
a better ability to return resiliently to the undeformed
condition after the elongate member has passed
through the opening 10.

[0021] As shown in Figures 3 to 6, the sheets 3 and
5 are connected to one another, for example, by means
of an enlarged weld along the peripheral edges, consti-
tuting a connection portion 15. Moreover, weld portions,
indicated 15a, are formed in the appendages 9 and are
continuous with a large weld region 16 which surrounds
the respective slot 7a, 7b. In the remaining portion of the
packet 1 which is not affected by the welds, an interme-
diate sheet, for example, of cardboard or card, bearing
information relating to the product held in the packet
may be interposed between the sheets 3 and 5, in
known manner.

[0022] By virtue of the structure of the slot in the en-
gagement portion of the packet 1, the packet 1 can be
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removed from the respective elongate member which
engages the slot 7a, 7b or can be fitted thereon as a
result of the application of a force to the packet 1 in a
direction substantially transverse the elongate member,
forcing the latter to pass through the opening 10.

Claims

1. Apacket having an engagement portion for hanging
on a display unit, in which the engagement portion
has a slot (7a, 7b) for engagement by an elongate
member which projects from the display unit, the
slot (7a, 7b) has a transverse opening (10) defined
by a pair of at least partially resilient, mutually facing
appendages (9) for permitting the forced passage
of the elongate member as a result of the applica-
tion of a force to said appendages (9) in a direction
substantially transverse the elongate member,
characterised in that each appendage comprises
a pair of laminar portions which extend from respec-
tive sheets (3, 5) defining the packet and are con-
nected to one another at least at their peripheral
edges.

2. A packet according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the appendages (9) are substantially V-shaped
so as to favour the forced passage of the elongate
member through the opening (10) in opposite direc-
tions.

3. A packet according to Claims 1 or 2, characterised
in that each appendage comprises at least one
laminar portions of card.

4. A packet according to Claims 1, 2 or 3, character-
ised in that the sheets (3, 5) are of plastics material
and are connected by welding (15a, 16) in a rela-
tively extensive region which surrounds the slot (7a,
7b).

5. A packet according to Claim 4, characterised in
that the sheets (3, 5) are connected by welding at
the peripheral edges of the appendages (9), at least
one of the sheets being shaped in a manner such
that the remaining portions of the appendages (9)
are constituted by the spaced-apart sheets (3, 5),
so that the structure of the appendages (9) is
strengthened.

Patentanspriiche

1. Packung mit einem Eingriffsabschnitt zum Hangen
an eine Display-Einheit, worin der Eingriffsabschnitt
einen Schlitz (7a, 7b) zum Eingriff durch ein lang
gestrecktes Element aufweist, das von der Anzei-
geeinheit vorragt, wobei der Schlitz (7a, 7b) eine
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transversale Offnung (10) aufweist, die durch ein
Paar zumindest teilweise federnder, gegentberlie-
gender Anhange (9) definiert ist, um einen erzwun-
genen Durchgangs des lang gestreckten Elements
als Ergebnis der Anwendung einer Kraft auf die An-
hénge (9) in einer im Wesentlichen transversalen
Richtung zu dem lang gestreckten Element zu er-
moglichen, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass jeder
Anhang ein Paar laminarer Abschnitte aufweist, die
sich von jeweiligen Blattern (3, 5) erstrecken, die
die Packung definieren, und miteinander minde-
stens an ihren peripheren Kanten verbunden sind.

Packung gemafl Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Anhange (9) im Wesentlichen
V-férmig sind, um den erzwungenen Durchgang
des lang gestreckten Elements durch die Offnung
in entgegengesetzten Richtungen zu bevorzugen.

Packung gemaf Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass jeder Anhang mindestens ei-
nen laminaren Abschnitt aus Pappe aufweist.

Packung gemaR Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Blatter (3, 5) aus Kunst-
stoffmaterial gebildet sind und durch Verschweiflen
(15a, 16) in einem vergleichsweise ausgedehnten
Bereich verbunden sind, der den Schlitz (7a, 7b)
umgibt.

Packung gemafl Anspruch 4, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Blatter (3, 5) durch Verschwei-
Ren an den peripheren Kanten der Anhange (9) ver-
bunden sind, wobei mindestens eines der Blatter
auf eine Weise geformt ist, dass die verbleibenden
Abschnitte der Anhénge (9) durch die beabstande-
ten Blatter (3, 5) gebildet werden, so dass der Auf-
bau der Anhénge (9) gestarkt ist

Revendications

Emballage présentant une partie a enfiler destinée
a étre accrochée sur un présentoir, dans lequel la
partie a enfiler présente une fente (7a, 7b) dans la-
quelle vient s'introduire un élément allongé qui dé-
passe du présentoir, la fente (7a, 7b) possédant une
ouverture transversale (10) définie par une paire
d'appendices (9), au moins partiellement élasti-
ques, situés enregard I'un de l'autre, destinés a per-
mettre le passage forcé de I'élément allongé suite
a l'application d'une force sur ces appendices (9),
dans une direction sensiblement transversale a
I'élément allongé, caractérisé en ce que chaque
appendice comprend une paire de parties lamelli-
formes qui s'étendent a partir des feuilles (3, 5) res-
pectives définissant I'emballage et qui sont reliées
l'une a l'autre au moins au niveau de leurs bords
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périphériques.

Emballage selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que les appendices (9) présentent sensiblement
une forme de V afin de favoriser le passage forcé
de I'élément allongé a travers I'ouverture (10) dans
des directions opposées.

Emballage selon les revendications 1 ou 2, carac-
térisé en ce que chaque appendice comprend au
moins une partie lamelliforme en papier-carton.

Emballage selon les revendications 1, 2 ou 3, ca-
ractérisé en ce que les feuilles (3, 5) sont consti-
tuées en matiére plastique et sont reliées par une
soudure (15a, 16), dans une zone relativement
étendue qui entoure la fente (7a, 7b).

Emballage selon la revendication 4, caractérisé en
ce que les feuilles (3, 5) sont reliées par soudage
aux bords périphériques des appendices (9), au
moins une des feuilles présentant une forme telle
que les parties restantes des appendices (9) sont
constituées par les feuilles (3, 5) espacées, afin de
renforcer la structure des appendices (9).
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