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(54) Anti-theft device

(57) This invention relates to an anti-theft device,
and in particular to a device for reducing the likelihood
of theft of a towed vehicle. According to the invention
there is provided an anti-theft device for a towed or tow-
ing vehicle, the device comprising:

a first part (12) and a second part (14), the first and
second parts being engageable together so as to
enclose a volume within which a part of a hitch
mechanism (20) of the vehicle can be located, one
of the first and second parts having an element (30)
which can cooperate with a part (32) of the hitch
mechanism to prevent removal of the device whilst

the first and second parts are engaged,
and lock means (16) to secure the first and second
parts in their engaged condition,
one of the first and second parts carrying at least
one projecting member (44,46), the other of the first
and second parts having a channel means (50,52)
into which a part of the projecting member can be
located,
the lock means having a body which is movable
within a lock housing (56) of the first part or the sec-
ond part, the direction of movement (B,-B) of the
body within the lock housing being at an angle to
the channel means
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