
Note: Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any person may give
notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. Notice of opposition shall be filed in
a written reasoned statement. It shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been paid. (Art.
99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
12

9 
66

0
B

1
*EP001129660B1*
(11) EP 1 129 660 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention
of the grant of the patent:
21.01.2004 Bulletin 2004/04

(21) Application number: 00500173.0

(22) Date of filing: 28.07.2000

(51) Int Cl.7: A47L 23/05

(54) An applicator for footwear

Eine Auftragsvorrichtung für Schuhwerk

Un applicateur pour chaussures

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE

(30) Priority: 22.02.2000 ES 200000438 U

(43) Date of publication of application:
05.09.2001 Bulletin 2001/36

(73) Proprietor: Nieto Villahoz, Maria Inmaculada
San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa) (ES)

(72) Inventor: Nieto Villahoz, Maria Inmaculada
San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa) (ES)

(74) Representative: Urizar Anasagasti, Jesus Maria
Po de la Castellana, 72 - 1o
28046 Madrid (ES)

(56) References cited:
EP-A- 0 290 310 WO-A-00/57764
DE-U- 8 501 715 FR-A- 2 607 686
GB-A- 1 062 333 US-A- 3 075 229
US-A- 3 084 375 US-A- 4 993 859



EP 1 129 660 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention refers to an applicator
for cleaning and/or polishing footwear, comprising a de-
posit containing the product, and some cleaning means
attached to said deposit on a flat surface, consisting of
sponges or equivalent products which, on passing over
the footwear cleans it and optionally impregnates the
cleaning or polishing product contained in the deposit.
[0002] Applicators of similar characteristics are com-
mon in the market. Generally, in all cases it is necessary
to squeeze the flexible deposit to empty part of its con-
tents in the cleaning component. Also, another compo-
nent is known which includes a sponge generally im-
pregnated with a polishing product and lacking an at-
tached deposit, which is used only for occasional clean-
ing since the duration of the polish is very limited.
[0003] Document US 4 993 859 discloses an applica-
tor according to the preamble of claim 1.
[0004] The applicator of the present invention has a
deposit defining a flat surface to which a cover is cou-
pled across protruding cylindrical shapes incorporating
valves which fit in holes with equivalent shapes defined
in the deposit. Said valves have a pin which emerges
through the product exit hole which on being pressed
matches with the applicator over the footwear, simulta-
neously permitting product exit.
[0005] When sports footwear is considered, the
cleaning means have an internal spongy surface and
outside, a harder and rougher surface like a swab allow-
ing deeper cleaning to be made.
[0006] Likewise, on the outside this applicator has a
cover which in turn has a sponge similarly applicable to
the cleaning and polishing of the footwear. In turn, this
cover is also provided with a lid which covers the men-
tioned complementary sponge.
[0007] The object of the present invention will be un-
derstood better by means of the following specification
based on a practical example of an embodiment. This
description is made on the basis of the attached plan
drawings, where:

Figure 1 shows two side views of the applicator for
footwear, object of this model.
Figure 2 shows sectioned elevation, profile and plan
views.

[0008] This applicator comprises a product containing
deposit (1) which longitudinally has a flat face to which
a cover (2) is adapted, supporting several product de-
livery valves (8) fitted in corresponding protruding cylin-
drical shapes (21) which are introduced in correspond-
ing holes located in matching protruding knobs (11) of
the deposit (1) base, in this way establishing the joint
between both parts.
[0009] Said cover (2) has on its outside face some
cleaning means (3) and (4) consisting of, especially
when used for cleaning sports footwear, a spongy inter-

nal surface (3) and others (4) above the latter, which are
harder, with a constitution similar to a swab.
[0010] The applicator has a cover (5) which in turn
has, on the opposite surface of that of closing, a sponge
(6) likewise applicable to the cleaning and polishing of
footwear. In this case, it in turn has a lid (7) which covers
the complementary sponge (6).
[0011] Regarding the means permitting the controlled
emptying of the deposit (1) contents in the cleaning com-
ponents (3) and (4), these are observed in greater detail
in the sectioned views of figure 3, consistinq of some
valves (8) fitted in the protruding cylindrical shapes (21)
in the cover (2), which due to their shape close towards
the inside of the deposit (1) forming a kind of spring tend-
ing to keep the valve head blocking the exit conduit
through which a pin (9) emerges. On pressing the ap-
plicator over the surface to be cleaned, said pin (9) is
pushed upwards permitting the exit of the product
through the corresponding conduit.

Claims

1. An applicator for footwear, comprising a deposit (1)
containing a cleaning and/or polishing product, and
cleaning means (3) and/or (4) provided with a cover
(5), wherein the said deposit (1) containing the
product has in a longitudinal direction a flat face on
which a cover (2) adapts, and wherein said cover
(2) has on the outside at least one sponge plate or
block (3,4) with a suitable texture and stiffness,

characterized in that said part (2) supports
several product delivery valves (8), fitted in corre-
sponding protruding cylindrical shapes (21), which
are introduced in corresponding holes located in
corresponding protruding knobs (11) of the deposit
(1) base, in this way establishing the joint between
both parts (1), (2).

2. An applicator according to the previous claim, char-
acterised in that said valves (8) consist of a pin (9)
emerging outside the cover (2), being integrated in
the sponge (3-4), incorporating an internal head to
the shape (21) which surrounds it tending to main-
tain the exit conduit located around said pin (9)
blocked, except when the latter is pressed inwards
when applying the applicator against the footwear.

3. An applicator according to the previous claim, char-
acterised in that said cleaning means, when deal-
ing with sports footwear, have an internal spongy
surface (3) and beyond the latter a harder and
rougher surface (4) like a swab.

4. An applicator according to the previous claims,
characterised in that the cover (5) of the applicator
itself externally has a sponge (6) likewise applicable
to the cleaning and/or polishing of footwear and in
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that, in turn, this cover (5) is provided with a lid (7)
which covers this complementary sponge (6).

Patentansprüche

1. Aufträger für die Schuhe, welcher ein Depot (1) be-
inhaltet, welches einen Reiniger und/oder ein Po-
lierprodukt und Mittel (3) und/oder (4) zur Reinigung
versehen mit einer Kappe (5) enthält, in welchem
besagtes Depot (1), welches das Produkt enthält,
in einer Längsrichtung, eine ebene Fläche über die
sich eine Kappe (2) anpasst, hat und in welcher be-
sagte Kappe (2) auf dem Äußeren, wenigstens eine
Schwammplatte oder -block (3,4) mit einer ange-
messenen Struktur und Steifigkeit hat, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass besagtes Teil (2) verschiede-
ne Versorgungsventile (8) des Produktes ange-
passt an die entsprechenden vorspringenden zylin-
drischen Formungen (21) trägt, welche in die ent-
sprechenden Öffnungen, platziert in den entspre-
chenden vorspringenden Erhebungen des Depots
(1) eindringen, wobei auf diese Weise die Verbin-
dung zwischen beiden Teilen (1), (2) hergestellt
wird.

2. Aufträger gemäß des vorherigen Patentanspruchs
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass besagte Ventile
(8) aus einem Schaft (9) bestehen, welcher aus der
Kappe (2), sich in den Schwamm (3-4) integrierend,
herausragt, welcher einen Kopf innerhalb der For-
mung (21), die ihn einhüllt einfügt, wobei dieser die
Ausgangsleitung versperrt hält, platziert um den be-
sagten Schaft (9), außer wenn dieser nach Innen
zum Anwenden des Aufträgers gegen den Schuh
gedrückt ist.

3. Aufträger gemäß des vorherigen Patentanspruchs
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass besagte Reini-
gungsmittel, wenn es sich um das Reinigen von
Sportschuhen handelt, eine schwammige innere
Oberflaeche (3) und äußerlich von jener eine här-
tere und rauere Oberfläche (4) in der Art von einer
Topfreinigeraufweist.

4. Aufträger gemäß den vorherigen Patentansprü-
chen dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kappe
(5) des Aufträgers, sozusagen gesagt, äußerlich ei-
nen Schwamm (6)aufweist, anwendbar gleichfalls
zur Reinigung und/oder Polieren der Schuhe, und
dass seinerseits diese Kappe (5) mit einem Käpp-
chen (7) versehen ist, welches diesen ergänzenden
Schwamm bedeckt.

Revendications

1. Applicateur pour chaussure, comprenant un réser-

voir (1) qui contient un produit de nettoyage et/ou
de brillantage et des moyens (3) et/ou (4) de net-
toyage pourvus d'un couvercle (5), dans lequel ledit
réservoir (1) qui contient le produit a, dans un sens
longitudinal, une face plane sur laquelle est adapté
un couvercle (2), et sur lequel ledit couvercle (2) a,
à l'extérieur, au moins une planche ou bloc (3, 4) en
éponge avec une texture et une rigidité adéquates,
caractérisé en ce que ladite pièce (2) supporte di-
verses soupapes (8) d'alimentation du produit, ajus-
tées en des conformations (21) cylindriques en
saillie correspondantes, qui sont introduites dans
les orifices correspondants situés dans des bossa-
ges (11) en vol à faux correspondants du réservoir
(1), en établissant ainsi l'union entre les deux pièces
(1), (2).

2. Applicateur selon la revendication précédente, ca-
ractérisé en ce que lesdites soupapes (8) consis-
tent à une tige (9) qui émerge du dehors du couver-
cle (2), en s'intégrant dans l'éponge (3-4), qui incor-
pore une tête intérieure à la conformation (21) qui
l'enveloppe, en tendant à maintenir obturé le con-
duit de sortie situé autour de ladite tige (9), sauf lors-
que celle-ci est pressée vers l'intérieur en appli-
quant l'applicateur contre la chaussure.

3. Applicateur selon la revendication précédente, ca-
ractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens de nettoyage,
lorsqu'il s'agit de nettoyer une chaussure sportive,
présentent une surface (3) intérieure spongieuse et
du dehors de celle-ci, une surface (4) plus dure et
rugueuse à mode de lavette.

4. Applicateur selon les revendications précédentes,
caractérisé en ce que le couvercle (5) de l'appli-
cateur proprement dit présente extérieurement une
éponge (6) pouvant s'appliquer également au net-
toyage et/ou au brillantage de chaussures, et en ce
qu'à son tour, ce couvercle (5) est pourvu d'un autre
petit couvercle (7) qui couvre cette éponge (6) com-
plémentaire.
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