EP 1132 124 A3

Européaisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

(19) g)

(12)

Office européen des brevets

(88) Date of publication A3:
28.07.2004 Bulletin 2004/31

(43) Date of publication A2:

12.09.2001 Bulletin 2001/37

(21) Application number: 01302058.1

(22) Date of filing: 06.03.2001

EP 1132 124 A3

11)

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) Intcl.”. A63F 13/12, A63F 13/10

(84) Designated Contracting States:

ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU

MC NL PT SETR

Designated Extension States:

AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 06.03.2000 JP 2000060933
02.03.2001 JP 2001058449

(71) Applicant: Sony Computer Entertainment Inc.

Tokyo 107-0052 (JP)

(74)

(72) Inventors:

* Takatsuka, Susumu

Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 (JP)
» Miyaki, Satoru

Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 (JP)
» Matsumoto, Shingo

Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 (JP)

Representative: Turner, James Arthur et al
D. Young & Co.,

21 New Fetter Lane

London EC4A 1DA (GB)

(54)

(57)  An entertainment apparatus has an access im-
age rendering unit (302) for expressing an access to and
from a server (14) when the entertainment apparatus
(16) accesses and is accessed by the server (14), with
an image, such as a ship (204) as it moves, symbolizing
the access, on the display unit (24), an action/conver-
sation processing unit (304) for displaying at least one
object, as it acts and converses, on the display unit (24),

ACTION ACCESS
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an image displaying unit (306) for outputting 3D image
data stored in a frame buffer (84) to the display monitor
(24) to display an image thereon, a response processing
unit (310) for registering response information from the
user with respect to a conversation with the object in a
transmission file (308), and a transmission/reception
processing unit (312) for receiving information from the
server (14) and transmitting information registered in the
transmission file (308) to the server (14).
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