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(54)  Sorting and packaging products

(57)  Theinvention relates to a method for packaging
products, such as vegetables and fruits, utilizing a sort-
ing machine, comprising the steps of determining per
product the characteristics of the respective products,
such as, for instance, determining their weight and/or
their shape; comparing the characteristics with prede-
termined packaging requirements; on the basis of this
comparison, selecting products that do not need to be

packaged; supplying the other, non-selected products
to a packaging unit, which packaging unit is energized
only when there is a substantially uninterrupted in-feed
of the products into the packaging unit.

The invention also relates to an apparatus for car-
rying out the method.

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04CO1)

D)

EP 1134 040 A3

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 01 20 1016

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Catego Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
gory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.CL7)
Y EP 0 881 002 A (BESNARD PERE ET FILS SARL)|1-11 B65B57/16
2 December 1998 (1998-12-02) BO7C5/38
* column 1, line 19 * B07C5/34
* column 4, line 21 - line 30 *
Y NL 9 300 533 A (GERARDYS PETRUS ANTONIUS (1-11
BAGGE) 17 October 1994 (1994-10-17)
* page 2, line 25 - line 29; figures *
Y GB 738 302 A (ROSE BROTHERS LTD) 1-11
12 October 1955 (1955-10-12)
* column 1, line 33 - line 36 *
* column 2, Tine 48 - line 51 *
Y GB 867 311 A (FORGROVE MACH) 1-11
3 May 1961 (1961-05-03)
* column 1, line 16 - line 21 *
A DE 198 22 837 C (HUGO BECK GMBH & CO KG 1-11
VERPACK) 7 October 1999 (1999-10-07)
* column 2, line 2 - line 3 * TECHNICAL FIELDS
_____ SEARCHED  (Int.CL7)
BG7C
B65B
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
MUNICH 26 May 2003 Wich, R

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

QO :non-

P : intermediate document

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or

written disclosure
document

after the filing date
D : document cited in the application
L : decument cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1134 040 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 01 20 1016

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents citedin the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

26-05-2003
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date

EP 0881002 02-12-1998 FR 2763871 Al 04-12-1998
EP 0881002 Al 62-12-1998

NL 9300533 17-10-1994  NONE T
GB 738302 12-10-1955 CH 313067 A 15-03-1956
FR 1086748 A 15-02-1955

GB 867311 03-05-1961  NONE T
DE 19822837 07-10-1999 DE 19822837 C1 07-i6:i;;;

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




	bibliography
	search report

