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(54) A security bag

(57) A tamper evident container (1) having front (2)
and rear (3) side faces of a translucent plastics material
having panels (12) adapted for the reception of a depos-

itor's signature. The container (1) has a strip of adhesive
(15) to seal the bag while simultaneously covering the
depositor's signature. A unique identifying indicia (11) is
printed on the container.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a device and
method for indicating the potential tampering with port-
able articles deposited for temporary storage or safe-
keeping with third parties, or in places where the articles
may be even left unattended and in particular to a
tamper evident container.
[0002] Where articles such as handbags, valuables
and other personal belongings are left in the care of, for
example, cloakroom staff, there is always a problem of
pilferage. This is particularly the case where articles are
deposited for safe-keeping in cloakrooms of public plac-
es such as hotels, restaurants, concert halls, museums,
art galleries and such other places of entertainment.
Where, for example, a handbag, shopping bag or the
like article is left with cloakroom staff, there is always
the possibility that pilferage will occur, or what in many
cases can be even more important, accusations of pil-
fering can arise which may be totally unjust and incor-
rectly based. Such accusations inevitably lead to claims
for compensation against the owners of the establish-
ment and of their very nature cause conflict between the
owners and their staff operating such cloakrooms.
There is thus a need to protect not just simply any de-
positor from pilferage, but also to protect staff from ac-
cusations of such pilferage. It is always easier for people
to claim that they had something stolen and indeed they
may often genuinely believe so than to actually admit to
others or, indeed, more importantly to themselves that
they might possibly have mislaid the item.
[0003] Even if pilferage does not occur, most people
do not particularly want their belongings examined for
the extraction of valuable information such as address-
es, car registration numbers and credit card numbers,
personal information, the latter being particularly impor-
tant where credit card numbers are noted. Nor indeed
do many people want their more intimate possessions
such as letters, diaries, etc. read by third parties. This,
at its mildest is perceived to be an invasion of privacy
and at its worst could indeed lead to subsequent loss of
property due to theft, burglaries, credit card fraud etc.
since knowing that somebody is attending a concert,
sporting, or other event is a very good way of ascertain-
ing a potential address for burglary.
[0004] It must also again be emphasised that there is
a major problem for the venue owner and cloakroom op-
erator who is trying to provide a service for his or her
customers, by taking their possessions into safe-keep-
ing while at the same time avoiding major litigation. Even
if litigation does not occur, it is of no benefit Whatsoever
to a cloakroom operator to have accusations of theft lev-
elled against the establishment since such an allegation
automatically ensures that there is now almost certainly
as well as a dissatisfied customer an equally dissatisfied
and disgruntled member or members of staff. No matter
how an employer will assure a staff member that he or
she is not under any cloud of suspicion, the mere fact

of such an allegation being raised must of necessity
cause distress and upset. The customer, even when he
or she is confident that their possessions have not been
tampered with, there is still always the nagging doubt
that somebody has indeed rifled through one's posses-
sions.
[0005] One particular area where these type of accu-
sations, counter-accusations and general disquiet oc-
curs is in many a workplace where there is an unsuper-
vised cloakroom and employees leave possessions in
the cloakroom, which possessions are not stolen, but
may indeed be examined or otherwise rifled through by
other members of staff. These, in some ways, are the
most difficult situations to handle, since there has been
no loss of property, but at the same time there is dissen-
sion among staff members.
[0006] The present invention is directed towards over-
coming these and similar problems, by providing a
method and apparatus for facilitating the temporary stor-
age of portable articles when out of the owner's posses-
sion, whether in the care of third party or simply left un-
attended.
[0007] The invention is further directed towards pro-
viding a method for the safe-keeping of such articles
when left in temporary storage and further for reassuring
the depositor that the articles have not been tampered
with during such temporary storage.

Statements of Invention

[0008] According to the invention there is provided a
tamper evident container for the temporary storage of
articles of the type comprising a bag having front and
rear side faces, an opening and a flap-like closure form-
ing an extension of the rear side face for folding over the
opening against the front side face and sealing means
to close and seal the bag, characterised in that portion
of the front side face of the bag is adapted to receive a
depositor's signature. The advantage of this is that once
the articles have been placed in the container, there is
no possibility whatsoever of anybody being able to ex-
amine the contents or take anything from the contents
of the container without destroying the container and in-
dicating immediately to the owner on retrieval of the con-
tainer that the articles or valuables contained therein
have been tampered with.
[0009] In one embodiment of the invention the flap is
of a translucent material and the sealing means if
formed from an elongate strip of adhesive adjacent to
the free edge of the flap, covered by a removable cov-
ered strip and in which the portion of the bag adapted
to receive a depositors signature is covered by adhesive
on closing the bag. The advantage of this is that any
attempt to remove the flap by for example melting or oth-
erwise interfering with the adhesive will of necessity in-
terfere with the signature and will afford clear evidence
of tampering.
[0010] In another embodiment of the invention the
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bag is of a plastics heat sealable material and at least
the flap is translucent and the sealing means is provided
by a heat sealing device which forms an elongate fused
strip across the flap and the front and rear side faces
which also covers the portion of the bag adapted to re-
ceive the depositors signature. The advantage of this is
that even if an identical bag were to be used by some-
body who has indeed destroyed the original bag, it will
not be possible to replicate the signature and thus any
attempt to open the container will of necessity as in the
previous embodiment described, damage the signature
and provide clear evidence of tampering.
[0011] Ideally, the end of the bag remote from the
opening includes a handle. A handle can be quite useful.
Preferably, the bag is of a clear plastics material and
preferably has printed thereon unique identifying indicia.
The advantage of having a clear plastics bag is that even
prior to retrieving the bag and opening it the depositor
will be aware if tampering has taken place. Further the
bag has unique indicia printed thereon - sequential num-
bering is a obvious way of doing this. Once the bag has
been identified and sealed then if somebody else should
remove the contents and then reseal them in another
bag even where a signature has been placed in the bag
attempting to duplicate the signature this tampering will
be immediately apparent.
[0012] Further in one embodiment of the invention the
bag comprises:

a pair of inelastic transparent flexible sheets each
having a substantially rectangular configuration
with a periphery having a short top edge, a short
bottom edge and a pair of elongated side edges,
the sheets each having a common width and includ-
ing a first front sheet having a first length, the top
edges and side edges of the sheets being coupled
to define an opening with the top edge of the second
rear sheet extending beyond that of the first front
sheet, the sheets further being coupled together
along a line parallel with and adjacent to the bottom
edge, wherein an elongated cut out is formed in the
sheets between and in parallel with the bottom edge
of the sheets and the line to define a handle;

said first front sheet further including indicia situated
thereon in the shape of a rectangle for allowing a
verification signature to be written therein;

an adhesive strip formed along the second rear
sheet between the top edges of the first and second
sheets to form a flap such that the second rear sheet
may be folded to adhere to the first sheet, thereby
rendering a sealed compartment for placing article
front therein; and

a removable cover sheet with a size similar to that
of the adhesive strip adapted for being removably
coupled to the adhesive strip.

[0013] Further the invention provides a dispensing
apparatus for a tamper evident container comprising:

a body member for a plurality of containers,

a delivery device for dispensing one container at a
time out of the body member; and

a coin released mechanism to operate the delivery
device.

[0014] Ideally this dispensing apparatus includes a
heat sealing means for use with the bag when formed
by heat sealable plastics material. There are major ad-
vantages of such a dispensing device and people can
purchase a bag prior to coming to for example a cloak-
room counter and can then hand the bag and contents
to the attendant preferably removing a ticket which could
ideally be placed in the bag from the bag, which ticket
would have identical indicia such as numbering to that
of the bag. Such a system allows quicker processing of
the deposit of articles.
[0015] Ideally the invention provides a method of de-
positing articles for temporary storage comprising the
steps of:

placing at least one article in a container as de-
scribed above;

sealing the container so that it can only be opened
by destroying the structural integrity of the bag;

leaving the filed container for safe-keeping; and

checking the integrity of the container before open-
ing and retrieving the contents.

[0016] In this latter method ideally prior to leaving the
filled container for safe-keeping the exterior of the bag
is signed and then preferably the container is retrieved
upon verification of the signature.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0017] The invention will be more clearly understood
from one description of a device for use according to the
invention, described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a tamper evident container
according to the invention; and

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the tamper-evi-
dent container.

[0018] There is provided a tamper evident container,
in this case a plastics bag, indicated generally by the
reference numeral 1. The plastics bag 1 is manufactured
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from a clear plastics material and comprises a front side
face 2 and a rear side face 3 extending beyond the front
side face 1 and forming therebetween an opening 4. The
front side face 2 and the rear side face 3 are sealed to-
gether along side edges 5 which may be manufactured
from a suitable tubular plastics material. They are also
sealed along a bottom edge 6 and again at a further
edge 7. A cut-out handle 8 is provided between the bot-
tom edge 6 and the edge 7. Instructions on how to use
the bag are printed at 10, while unique bag identifying
indicia, probably a number, is printed at 11. Portion of
the front side face 2 is adapted to receive a signature
and is provided by a delineated rectangle 12. The rear
side face 3 projects beyond the front side face 2 to form
a cover flap 14 carrying a strip of adhesive 15 covered
by a tear-off removable cover strip 16. A ticket with the
same number or indicia as at 11 is ideally contained in
the bag as a receipt.
[0019] In use, a depositor places valuable and other
articles into the bag 1, signs in the delineated rectangle
12 and then removes the cover strip 16 and folds the
flap 14 over the opening 4 to adhere to the front side
face 2 across the rectangle 12. The ticket carrying the
same number as that as at 11 which if already placed in
the bag may be removed from the bag prior to sealing.
When the bag is presented to a cloakroom attendant for
retrieval, the cloakroom attendant can verify the signa-
ture before returning the bag and at the same time the
depositor can check the bag to ensure that the signature
has not been disturbed or the bag not been tampered
within any way.
[0020] While in the embodiment described above has
been illustrated with the use of adhesive, it will be ap-
preciated that instead of adhesive, particularly where a
heat sealable plastics material is used, the flap may be
sealed across the delineated rectangle 12 and thus the
signature by suitable heat sealing, which will secure not
alone the flap 14 to the front side face 2, but will also
secure the front side face 2 to the rear side face 3 thus
sealing the bag securely with the signature underneath.
Whether the heat sealing is across the signature or not
is a matter of choice. In many instances it may not be
sealed across the signature in some position remote
therefrom.
[0021] While in the embodiment above the container
has been formed from a bag of clear plastics material
which would generally be extruded so that it could be
formed from any inelastic plastics material for example
from the one rectangular sheet of material, but in gen-
eral the bag will comprise a pair of inelastic transparent
flexible sheets each having a substantially rectangular
configuration with a periphery having a short top edge,
a short bottom edge (6) and a pair of elongated side edg-
es, the sheets each having a common width and includ-
ing a first front sheet (2) having a first length, the top
edges and side edges of the sheets being coupled to
define an opening with the top edge of the second rear
sheet (3) extending beyond that of the first front sheet

(2), the sheets further being coupled together alone a
line (7) parallel with and adjacent to the bottom edge (6),
wherein an elongated cut out is formed in the sheets
between and in parallel to the bottom edge (6) of the
sheets and the line (7) to define a handle (8), said first
front sheet (2) further including indicia situation thereon
in the shape of a rectangle (12) for allowing a verification
signature to be written therein, an adhesive strip formed
along the second rear sheet (3) between the top edges
of the first and second sheets to form a flap (14) such
that the second rear sheet may be folded to adhere to
the first sheet, thereby rendering a sealed compartment
for placing article front therein and a removable cover
sheet (16) with a size similar to that of the adhesive strip
(15) adapted for being removably coupled to the adhe-
sive strip. (15).
[0022] It is also envisaged that suitable dispensing
apparatus for the tamper evident container according to
the present invention may be provided. Such dispensing
apparatus would generally comprise some form of body
member for holding the containers, a delivery device for
dispensing one container at a time out of the body mem-
ber and a coin-release mechanism to operate the deliv-
ery device. In this way the cloakroom provider is not as-
suming the responsibility of providing a storage contain-
er. The dispensing apparatus may also incorporate a
heat sealing means when the bag is of a heat sealable
plastics material.
[0023] A particular advantage of the dispensing de-
vice is that it will allow the articles and other valuables
to be placed in a bag and to have everything ready when
somebody arrives at the counter of a cloakroom, or the
like place where articles are accepted for storage and
safe-keeping.
[0024] It will be appreciated that ideally the bag is
made from a suitable plastics material, but indeed can
be made from any totally opaque or indeed translucent
material. However, if the bag is provided such that ide-
ally a signature is provided on the bag, then at least one
portion of the bag must have something on which the
user can write.
[0025] Ideally the bag as mentioned is of a transpar-
ent material, but in many instances an opaque material
may be preferable as people may not wish to have their
possessions on view.
[0026] It will also be appreciated that the bag does not
have to have any particular size, but can vary from a
size sufficient to contain relatively small articles of con-
siderable value such as jewellery in a safe to much larg-
er articles. An example of the former use would be in
hotels and the like places where people do not want to
have individual safe-keeping boxes, but simply want to
deposit their valuables with the hotel keeper for the du-
ration of their say, or indeed may be prepared to pay a
small sum each time they have to remove and open the
tamper evident container.
[0027] It will be appreciated that the present invention
provides safe and secure storage for small personal
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items such as wallets, purses, keys, scarves, gloves,
etc. in a cloakroom, or other place of storage.
[0028] It will further be appreciated that the container
according to the present invention may be produced
from any durable, clear and puncture resistant plastic,
but there is no need for a relatively heavy bag, since
once it can be easily ascertained whether a bag has
been punctured or not, that is sufficient.
[0029] In the specification the terms "comprise, com-
prises, comprised and comprising" or any variation
thereof and the terms "include, includes, included and
including" or any variation thereof are considered to be
totally interchangeable and they should all be afforded
the widest possible interpretation and vice versa.
[0030] The invention is not limited to the embodiments
described above, or to the various other methods and
ways of carrying out the invention, described above
which may be varied in both construction and detail.

Claims

1. A tamper evident container for the temporary stor-
age of articles of the type comprising a bag having
front and rear side faces, an opening and a flap-like
closure forming an extension of the rear side face
for folding over the opening against the front side
face and sealing means to close and seal the bag,
characterised in that portion (12) of the front side
face (2) of the bag (1) is adapted to receive a de-
positors signature.

2. A tamper evident container as claimed in claim 1 in
which the flap (14) is of a translucent material and
the sealing means if formed from an elongate strip
of adhesive (15) adjacent to the free edge of the flap
(14), covered by a removable covered strip (16) and
in which the portion (12) of the bag (1) adapted to
receive a depositors signature is covered by adhe-
sive (15) on closing the bag (1).

3. A tamper evident container as claimed in claim 1 in
which the bag (1) is of plastics heat sealable mate-
rial and at least the flap (14) is translucent and the
sealing means is provided by a heat sealing device
which forms an elongate fused strip across the flap
(14) and the front (2) and rear (3) side faces which
also covers the portion (12) of the bag (1) adapted
to receive the depositor's signature.

4. A tamper evident container as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim in which the end of the bag remote
from the opening includes a handle (8).

5. A tamper evident container as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim in which the bag (1) is of a clear plas-
tics material.

6. A tamper evident container as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim in which the bag (1) has printed ther-
eon unique identifying indicia (11).

7. A tamper evident container as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim in which the bag (1) comprises:

a pair of inelastic transparent flexible sheets
each having a substantially rectangular config-
uration with a periphery having a short top
edge, a short bottom edge (6) and a pair of elon-
gated side edges, the sheets each having a
common width and including a first front sheet
(2) having a first length, the top edges and side
edges of the sheets being coupled to define an
opening with the top edge of the second rear
sheet (3) extending beyond that of the first front
sheet (2), the sheets further being coupled to-
gether along a line (7) parallel with and adja-
cent to the bottom edge (6), wherein an elon-
gated cut out is formed in the sheets between
and in parallel with the bottom edge (6) of the
sheets and the line (7) to define a handle (8);

said first front sheet (2) further including indicia
situated thereon in the shape of a rectangle (12)
for allowing a verification signature to be written
therein;

an adhesive strip formed along the second rear
sheet (3) between the top edges of the first and
second sheets to form a flap (14) such that the
second rear sheet may be folded to adhere to
the first sheet, thereby rendering a sealed com-
partment for placing article front therein; and

a removable cover sheet (16) with a size similar
to that of the adhesive strip (15) adapted for be-
ing removably coupled to the adhesive strip
(15).

8. A tamper evident container substantially as de-
scribed herein with reference to and as illustrated
in the accompanying drawings.

9. A dispensing apparatus for a tamper evident con-
tainer as claimed in any preceding claim compris-
ing:

a body member for a plurality of containers,

a delivery device for dispensing one container
at a time out of the body member; and

a coin released mechanism to operate the de-
livery device.

10. A dispensing apparatus as claimed in claim 9 which
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includes a heat sealing means for use with the bag
when formed of a heat sealable plastics material.

11. A method of depositing articles for temporary stor-
age comprising the steps of:

placing at least one article in a container as
claimed in any of claims 1 to 9;

sealing the container so that it can only be
opened by destroying the structural integrity of
the bag;

leaving the filed container out for safe-keeping;
and

checking the integrity of the container before
opening and retrieving the contents.

12. A method as claimed in claimed in claim 11 in which
prior to leaving the filled container for safe-keeping
the exterior of the bag is signed.

13. A method as claimed in claim 12 in which the con-
tainer is released upon verification of the signature.
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