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(57) A self-driven centrifuge (20) for separating par-
ticulate matter out of a circulating liquid includes a base
(29) having a pair of tangential jet nozzles (34) for gen-
erating the self-driven force for the centrifuge. Connect-
ed to the base is a centrifuge shell (28) which defines a
hollow interior space A disposable liner (24) is posi-
tioned within the centrifuge shell, allowing any sludge
that is collected to be easily disposable without the need
to clean other portions of the centrifuge. A hollow rotor
hub (39) having a central axis of rotation is assembled

to the base and extends through the hollow interior
space. A support plate (33) is positioned within the hol-
low interior space and, in cooperation with the rotor hub,
defines an annular flow exit opening (32) for the circu-
lating liquid. Positioned within the hollow interior space
is a separation vane module (21) which is constructed
and arranged so as to extend around the rotor hub and
positioned so as to be supported by the support plate.
The separation vane module includes a plurality of axi-
ally-extending and spaced-apart separation vanes (25).
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to the
continuous separation of particulate matter from a flow-
ing liquid by the use of a centrifugal field. More specifi-
cally the present invention relates to the use of spiral
plates or vanes within the centrifuge bowl in cooperation
with a suitable propulsion arrangement for self-driven
rotation of the spiral vanes. In one embodiment of the
present invention, the propulsion arrangement includes
the use of jet nozzles. In other embodiments of the
present invention, the specific shape and style of the
spiral vanes are modified, including the embodiment of
flat (planar) plates.

[0002] Since the use of spiral vanes in the preferred
embodiment of the present invention is a design change
to the prior art technology employing a cone-stack sub-
assembly as the basis for particulate matter separation
from the flowing liquid, a review of this cone-stack tech-
nology may be helpful in appreciating the differences
between the present invention and the prior art and the
benefits afforded by the present invention.

[0003] United States Patent No. 5, 575,912, which is-
sued November 19, 1996 to Herman et al., discloses a
bypass circuit centrifuge for separating particulate mat-
ter out of a circulating liquid. The construction of this
centrifuge includes a hollow and generally cylindrical
centrifuge bowl which is arranged in combination with a
base plate so as to define a liquid flow chamber. A hollow
centertube axially extends up through the base plate in-
to the hollow interior of the centrifuge bowl. The bypass
circuit centrifuge is designed so as to be assembled
within a cover assembly and a pair of oppositely-dis-
posed tangential flow nozzles in the base plate are used
to spin the centrifuge within the cover so as to cause
particles to separate out from the liquid. The interior of
the centrifuge bowl includes a plurality of truncated
cones which are arranged into a stacked array and are
closely spaced so as to enhance the separation efficien-
cy. The stacked array of truncated cones is sandwiched
between a top plate positioned adjacent to the top por-
tion of the centrifuge bowl and a bottom plate which is
positioned closer to the base plate. The incoming liquid
flow exits the centertube through a pair of oil inlets and
from there flows through the top plate. The top plate in
conjunction with ribs on the inside surface of the centri-
fuge bowl accelerate and direct this flow into the upper
portion of the stacked array of truncated cones. As the
flow passes radially inward through the channels creat-
ed between adjacent cones, particle separation occurs.
Uponreaching the inner diameter of the cones, the liquid
continues to flow downwardly to the tangential flow noz-
Zles.

[0004] United States Patent No. 5,637,217, which is-
sued June 10, 1997 to Herman et al., is a continuation-
in-part patent based upon U.S. Patent No. 5,575,912.
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The 5,637,217 patent discloses a bypass circuit centri-
fuge for separating particulate matter out of a circulating
liquid. The construction of this centrifuge includes a hol-
low and generally cylindrical centrifuge bowl which is ar-
ranged in combination with a base plate so as to define
a liquid flow chamber. A hollow centertube axially ex-
tends up through the base plate into the hollow interior
of the centrifuge bowl. The bypass circuit centrifuge is
designed so as to be assembled within a cover assem-
bly and a pair of oppositely-disposed tangential flow
nozzles in the base plate are used to spin the centrifuge
within the cover so as to cause particles to separate out
from the liquid. The interior of the centrifuge bowl in-
cludes a plurality of truncated cones which are arranged
into a stacked array and are closely spaced so as to en-
hance the separation efficiency. The incoming liquid
flow exits the centertube through a pair of oil inlets and
from there is directed into the stacked array of cones. In
one embodiment, a top plate in conjunction with ribs on
the inside surface of the centrifuge bowl accelerate and
direct this flow into the upper portion of the stacked ar-
ray. In another embodiment the stacked array is ar-
ranged as part of a disposable subassembly. In each
embodiment, as the flow passes through the channels
created between adjacent cones, particle separation oc-
curs as the liquid continues to flow downwardly to the
tangential flow nozzles.

[0005] United States Patent No. 6,017,300, which is-
sued January 25, 2000 to Herman discloses a cone-
stack centrifuge for separating particulate matter out of
a circulating liquid. The construction of this centrifuge
includes a cone-stack assembly which is configured
with a hollow rotor hub and is constructed to rotate about
an axis. The cone-stack assembly is mounted onto a
shaft centertube which is attached to a hollow base hub
of a base assembly. The base assembly further includes
aliquid inlet, a first passageway, and a second passage-
way which is connected to the first passageway. The lig-
uid inlet is connected to the hollow base hub by the first
passageway. A bearing arrangement is positioned be-
tween the rotor hub and the shaft centertube for rotary
motion of the cone-stack assembly. An impulse- turbine
wheel is attached to the rotor hub and a flow jet nozzle
is positioned so as to be directed at the turbine wheel.
The flow jet nozzle is coupled to the second passage-
way for directing a flow jet of liquid at the turbine wheel
in order to impart rotary motion to the cone-stack as-
sembly. The liquid for the flow jet nozzle enters the cone-
stack centrifuge by way of the liquid inlet. The same lig-
uid inlet also provides the liquid which is circulated
through the cone-stack assembly.

[0006] United States Patent No. 6,019,717, which is-
sued February 1, 2000 to Herman is a continuation-in-
part patent based upon U.S. Patent No. 6,017,300. The
6,019,717 patent discloses a construction which is sim-
ilar to the construction of the parent patent, but which
includes the addition of a honeycomb-like insert which
is assembled into the flow jet nozzle in order to reduce
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inlet turbulence and improve the turbine efficiency.
[0007] The increased separation efficiency provided
by the inventions of the 5,575,912; 5,637,217;
6,017,300; and 6,019,717 patents is attributed in part to
reduced sedimentation distance across the cone-to-
cone gap. During the conception of the present inven-
tion, it was theoretically concluded that an equivalent
effect could be achieved by converting the cone-stack
subassembly into a radiating series of spiral vanes or
plates with a constant axial cross-section geometry. The
spiral vanes of the present invention, as will be de-
scribed in greater detail herein, are integrally joined to
a central hub and atop plate. The preferred embodiment
describes this combination of component parts as a uni-
tary and molded combination such that there is a single
component. The top plate works in conjunction with ac-
celeration vanes on the inner surface of the shell so as
to route the exiting flow from the center portion of the
centrifuge to the outer peripheral edge portion of the top
plate where flow inlet holes are located. A divider shield
located adjacent the outer periphery of the top plate
functions to prevent the flow from diverting or bypassing
the inlet holes and thereafter enter the spiral vane mod-
ule through the outside perimeter between the vane
gaps. If the flow was permitted to travel in this fashion,
it could cause turbulence and some particle re-entrain-
ment, since particles are being ejected in this zone. In
the configuration of each spiral vane, the outer periph-
eral edge is formed with a turbulence shield which ex-
tends the full axial length of each spiral vane as a means
to further reduce fluid interaction between the outer qui-
escent sludge collection zone and the gap between ad-
jacent spiral vanes where liquid flow and particle sepa-
ration are occurring. Following the theoretical concep-
tion of the present invention, an actual reduction to prac-
tice occurred. Testing was conducted in order to confirm
the benefits and improvements offered by the present
invention.

[0008] The commercial embodiments of the inven-
tions disclosed in the 5,575,912; 5,637,217; 6,017,300;
and 6,019,717 patents use a cone-stack subassembly
which includes a stack of between twenty and fifty indi-
vidual cones which must be separately molded,
stacked, and aligned before assembly with the liner shell
and base plate or, in the case of a disposable rotor de-
sign, with the hub or spool portion. This specific config-
uration results in higher tooling costs due to the need
for large multicavity molds and higher assembly costs
because of the time required to separately stack and
align each of the individual cones. The "unitary molded
spiral" concept of the present invention enables the re-
placement of all of the individual cones of the prior art
with one molded component. The spiral vanes which
comprise the unitary module can be simultaneously in-
jection molded together with the hub portion for the mod-
ule and the referenced top plate. Alternatively, these in-
dividual spiral vanes can be extruded with the hub and
then assembled to a separately molded top plate. Even
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in this alternative approach to the manufacturing meth-
od of the present invention, the overall part count would
be reduced from between twenty and fifty separate piec-
es to two pieces.

[0009] The present invention provides an alternative
design to the aforementioned cone-stack technology.
The design novelty and performance benefits of the self-
driven, cone-stack designs as disclosed in United
States Patent Nos. 5,575,912; 5,637,217; 6,017,300;
and 6,019,717 have been demonstrated in actual use.
While some of the "keys" to the success of these earlier
inventions have been retained in the present invention,
namely the self-driven concept and the reduced sedi-
mentation distance across the inter-cone gaps, the ba-
sic design has changed. The replacement of the vertical
stack of individually molded cones with a single spiral
vane module is a significant structural change and is be-
lieved to represent a novel and unobvious advance in
the art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] A centrifuge for separating particulate matter
out of a liquid which is flowing through the centrifuge
according to one embodiment of the present invention
comprises a base, a centrifuge shell assembled to the
base and defining therewith a hollow interior space, a
hollow rotor hub having a central axis of rotation and
being assembled into the base and extending through
the hollow interior space, a support plate positioned
within the hollow interior space and in cooperation with
the hollow rotor hub defines a flow exit opening between
the support plate and the hollow rotor hub and a sepa-
rating vane module positioned in the hollow interior
space and constructed and arranged so as to extend
around the hollow rotor hub and so as to be supported
by the support plate, the separation vane module includ-
ing a plurality of axially-extending and spaced-apart
separation vanes.

[0011] One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved self-driven centrifuge which includes
a separation vane module

[0012] Related objects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] FIG. 1is a front elevational view in full section
of a self-driven centrifuge according to a typical embod-
iment of the present invention.

[0014] FIG. 1Ais a partial, top plan section view of the
FIG. 1 centrifuge as viewed along line 1A-1A.

[0015] FIG.1B is a partial, top plan section view of an
alternate embodiment of the present invention using the
sight line 1A-1Ain FIG. 1.

[0016] FIG. 2 is a top plan view in full section of the
FIG. 1 centrifuge as viewed along line 2-2 in FIG. 1.
[0017] FIG. 3 is a top perspective view of a molded
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spiral vane module which comprises one portion of the
FIG. 1 centrifuge according to the present invention.
[0018] FIG. 4 is a bottom perspective view of the FIG.
3 spiral vane module.

[0019] FIG. 5is a partial, top plan, diagrammatic view
of two spiral vanes of the FIG. 3 spiral vane module and
the corresponding particle path.

[0020] FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic, front elevational
view, in full section showing a side-by-side comparison
of a prior art cone-stack subassembly compared to the
FIG. 3 spiral vane module according to the present in-
vention.

[0021] FIG. 7A is a diagrammatic, top plan view of an
alternative vane style according to the present inven-
tion.

[0022] FIG. 7B is a diagrammatic, top plan view of yet
another alternative vane style according to the present
invention.

[0023] FIG. 7C is a diagrammatic, top plan view of a
further alternative vane style according to the present
invention.

[0024] FIG. 8 is a front elevational view in full section
of an impulse-turbine driven centrifuge according to an-
other embodiment of the present invention.

[0025] FIG. 8A is a diagrammatic top plan view of the
impulse-turbine arrangement associated with the FIG.
8 centrifuge.

[0026] FIG. 9 is a front elevational view in full section
of a disposable rotor according to another embodiment
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0027] For the purposes of promoting an understand-
ing of the principles of the invention, reference will now
be made to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings
and specific language will be used to describe the same.
It will nevertheless be understood that no limitation of
the scope of the invention is thereby intended, such al-
terations and further modifications in the illustrated de-
vice, and such further applications of the principles of
the invention as illustrated therein being contemplated
as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which
the invention relates.

[0028] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is illustrated
a self-driven centrifuge 20 with a unitary, spiral vane
module 21, which replaces the cone-stack subassembly
of earlier designs, such as those earlier designs dis-
closed in United States Patent Nos. 5,575,912;
5,637,217; 6,017,300; and 6,019,717. U.S. Patent No.
5,575,912 which issued November 19, 1996 to Herman
et al. is hereby incorporated by reference. U.S. Patent
No. 5,637,217 which issued June 10, 1997 to Herman
et al. is hereby incorporated by reference. U.S. Patent
No. 6,017,300 which issued January 25, 2000 to Her-
man is hereby incorporated by reference. U.S. Patent
No. 6,019,717 which issued February 1, 2000 to Her-
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man is hereby incorporated by reference.

[0029] A majority of the overall packaging and con-
struction for centrifuge 20 is the same as that disclosed
in the two referenced United States patents. The noted
difference is the replacement of the prior art cone-stack
subassembly by the spiral vane module 21 of the
present invention. Other minor structural changes are
included in order to accommodate the spiral vane mod-
ule 21 as illustrated in the partial side-by-side compari-
son in FIG. 6.

[0030] Centrifuge 20 operates in a manner very sim-
ilar to that described in the '912 and '217 patents in that
it receives an incoming flow of liquid, typically olil,
through an inlet opening in a corresponding supporting
base (notillustrated). A connecting passage in that base
allows the liquid to flow into the hollow interior of the
rotor hub which may also be described as a bearing tube
22. The liquid then flows upwardly until reaching the top
tube apertures 23. There are typically four apertures 23
which are equally spaced around the upper circumfer-
ential surface of tube 22. The liquid exits through these
apertures 23 and flows radially outwardly as it enters the
vicinity of the spiral vane module 21. The upper portion
of the liner 24 is configured with integrally molded ac-
celeration vanes 25 which cooperate to define flow
channels (one channel between each adjacent pair of
acceleration vanes). These acceleration vanes, typical-
ly four, six, or eight on equal spacing, facilitate the radi-
ally outward flow of the oil (or other liquid) and deliver
the liquid flow to the location of inlet holes 26 which are
molded into top plate 27 of the spiral vane module 21.
The liner 24 is encased by shell 28 which is assembled
to base 29. The liquid enters the inlet holes 26 and flows
through the spiral vane module 21 ultimately exiting at
the lower edge 31 of module 21. At this point, the flow
passes through the annular clearance space 32 be-
tween the supporting base plate 33 and the outer sur-
face of the bearing tube 22 or rotor hub. The exiting flow
continues on to the two flow jet orifices 34 (only one be-
ing visible in the section view). These two flow jet orifices
represent the interior openings for two tangentially di-
rected jet flow nozzles. The high velocity jet which exits
from each nozzle orifice generates a reaction torque
which in turn drives (rotates) the centrifuge 20 at a suf-
ficiently high rate of between 3000 and 6000 rpm in or-
der to achieve particle separation within the spiral vane
module concurrently with the flow of the liquid through
the spiral vane module 21. The liquid flow through cen-
trifuge 20, including the specific flow path and the use
of the exiting liquid for self-driving of centrifuge 20, is
basically the same as what is disclosed in U.S. Patent
Nos. 5,575,912; 5,637,217; 6,017,300; and 6,019,717
with the important exception of what occurs within the
spiral vane module 21 and with the important exception
of the construction of module 21 which is strikingly dif-
ferent from the cone-stack subassembly construction as
depicted in the '912 and '217 patents.

[0031] With continued reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the
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spiral vane module 21 is positioned within the liner 24
in basically the same location occupied by the prior art
cone-stack subassembly. The module 21 includes top
plate 27 and a series of identically configured and equal-
ly-spaced (see gap 37) spiral vanes 38. The concept of
"equally-spaced" refers only to a uniform pattern from
spiral vane to spiral vane and not through the space or
gap defined by adjacent vanes moving in an outward
radial direction. The space or gap 37 between adjacent
vanes 38 gradually becomes larger (i.e., circumferen-
tially wider) when moving radially outward from the lo-
cation of the inner hub portion 39 to the outermost edge
40.

[0032] The entire spiral vane module 21 is molded out
of plastic as a unitary, single-piece component. The in-
dividual vanes 38 are joined along their inner edge into
a form of centertube or hub portion 39 which is designed
to slide over the bearing tube or what is also called the
centrifuge rotor hub 22. By properly sizing the inside di-
ameter 41 of the hub portion 39 relative to the outside
diameter of the rotor hub, itis possible to create a closely
toleranced and concentric fit. This in turn contributes to
the overall balance which is desired due to the rate at
which the centrifuge rotates.

[0033] The spiral vane module 21 is annular in form
with the individual spiral vanes 38 (34 total) being ar-
ranged so as to create a generally cylindrical form. The
molded hub portion 39 is cylindrical as well. The top
plate 27 is generally conical in form, though it does in-
clude a substantially flat annular ring portion 27a sur-
rounding the hollow interior 42. It is also envisioned that
this top plate 27 geometry could have a hemispherical
upper surface. Also included as part of module 21 and
located adjacent to outer peripheral edge 43 of the top
plate 27 is a divider shield 44. Divider shield 44 also has
an annular ring shape and extends in a horizontal direc-
tion radially outwardly. The plurality of inlet holes 26
molded into top plate 27 are located adjacent the outer
peripheral edge 43 of the top plate which is also adjacent
and close to where shield 44 begins. In the section view
of FIG. 2, the inlet holes 26 and shield 44 are shown in
broken line form since they are actually above the cut-
ting plane 2-2. The broken line form is used to diagram-
matically illustrate where these features are located rel-
ative to the vanes 38.

[0034] The flow of liquid exiting the tube apertures 23
and from there being routed in the direction of the inlet
holes 26 is actually "dropped off" by the acceleration
vanes 25 at a location (radially) corresponding to the in-
let holes 26. The flow passes through the top plate 27
by way of these inlet holes wherein there is one hole
corresponding to each separation gap 37 between each
pair of adjacent spiral vanes 38. As the flow passes
through the inlet holes and into each gap 37, it flows
through the gaps in a radially inward and axially down-
ward direction due to the location of the flow exit be-
tween the outer surface of the rotor hub and the inner
edge of the base plate. The flow dynamics are such that
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the flow exiting from the tube apertures 23 tends to be
evenly distributed across the surface of the top plate and
thus equally distributed through the thirty-four inlet holes
26. As described, there is one inlet hole corresponding
to each gap and one gap corresponding to each vane
38. As the flow of liquid travels through each gap 37 from
the outer and wider point to the inner and more narrow
point adjacent the rotor hub, the centrifugal force due to
the high rate of rotation of the centrifuge acts upon the
heavier particulate matter, allowing it to gradually mi-
grate in a radially outward direction, collecting on the
concave surface of the spiral vane and continues to slip
outward, where it ultimately exits from the module and
accumulates in a sludge collection zone located be-
tween the outer periphery of the module 21 and the inner
surface of liner shell 24. One possible particulate path
for particle 45 is diagrammatically illustrated in FIG. 5.

[0035] The divider shield 44 extends in an outward ra-
dial direction from the approximate location of the inlet
holes 26 to a location near, but not touching, the inside
surface 48 of the liner 24. The divider shield 44 prevents
flow from bypassing around the inlet holes 26 and there-
by disturbing the quiescent zone 50 where sludge (i.e.,
the separated particulate matter and some oil) is being
collected. By preventing the flow from disturbing the qui-
escent zone 50, the design of the present invention also
prevents to a great extent the re-entrainment of partic-
ulate matter which has already been separated from the
flowing liquid. The concept of re-entrainment involves
loosening or picking up some of the particulate matter
already separated from the liquid flow and allowing it to
go back into the liquid, thereby undoing the work which
had already been done. It is also to be noted that the
distance of separation between the divider shield 44 and
the inside surface 48 of liner 24 is large enough to permit
larger particulate matter that might be separated in the
region of the acceleration vanes 25 to be discharged into
the quiescent zone 50.

[0036] As the flow of liquid passes through the inlet
holes 26 and into the separation gaps 37, it spreads out
within the gaps and proceeds inward radially and axially
downward toward the lower edge 31 where the flow exits
by way of clearance space 32. The flow is prevented
from bypassing the designed flow through gaps 37 by
the use of base plate 33 which closes off any other exit
path for the flow except for the flow opening provided by
the clearance space 32 which is defined by the inner
circular edge 51 of the base plate 33 and the outer sur-
face 52 of bearing tube 22 or what has been called the
rotor hub (see FIG. 1A).

[0037] Inan alternative embodiment of the present in-
vention (see FIG. 1B), the base plate 33a extends into
contact with-bearing tube 22 such that clearance space
32 is closed. In order to provide a flow path, a plurality
of clearance holes 33b are created in base plate 33a at
approximately the same location of clearance space 32.
The individual vanes 38 have been omitted from the sec-
tion views of FIGS.1A and 1B for drawing simplicity. In
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lieu of circular holes 33b, virtually any type of opening
can be used, including radial and/or circumferential
slots.

[0038] With reference to FIGS. 3, 4, and 5, the struc-
tural details of the spiral vane module 21 are illustrated.
FIGS. 3 and 4 are perspective views of the molded uni-
tary design for module 21. FIG. 5 shows in a top plan
view orientation and in diagrammatic form a pair of spiral
vanes 38 and the gap 37 which is positioned therebe-
tween. As partially described in the context of the flow
path, the spiral vane module 21 includes thirty-four spi-
ral vanes 38, each of which are of virtually identical con-
struction and are integrally joined into a unitary, molded
module. Each of these thirty-four spiral vanes 38 are in-
tegrally joined as part of the unitary construction along
their uppermost edge to the underside or undersurface
of top plate 27. Each spiral vane 38 extends away from
the top plate in an axial direction toward its correspond-
ing lower edge 31. The inner edge of each vane is co-
operatively formed into the inner hub portion 39. Each
spiral vane 38 includes a convex outer surface 55 and
aconcave inner surface 56. These surfaces define a spi-
ral vane of substantially uniform thickness which meas-
ures approximately 1.0 mm (0.04 inches). The convex
surface 55 of one vane in cooperation with the concave
surface 56 of the adjacent vane defines the correspond-
ing gap 37 between these two vanes. The width of the
gap between vanes or its circumferential thickness in-
creases as the vanes extend outwardly.

[0039] As each spiral vane 38 extends in a radial di-
rection outwardly away from inner hub portion 39, it
curves (curved portion 57) so as to partially encircle the
corresponding inlet hole 26. As portion 57 extends tan-
gentially away from the inlet hole location, it forms a tur-
bulence shield 58. The turbulence shield 58 of one spiral
vane 38 extends circumferentially in a counterclockwise
direction based upon a top plan view toward the adja-
cent vane. There is a separation gap 59 defined be-
tween the free end or edge of one shield 58 on one vane
and the curved portion 57 on the adjacent spiral vane.
This separation gap is actually an axial or full length slit
and measures approximately 1.8 mm (0.07 inches) in
width in a circumferential direction. The slight curvature
in each turbulence shield 58 in cooperation with the al-
ternating separation gaps 59 creates a generally cylin-
drical form which defines the outermost surface of the
spiral vane module 21 which is positioned beneath the
top plate 27.

[0040] The curvature of each spiral vane fromits inner
edge to its outer curved portion has a unique geometry.
A line 60 drawn from the axial centerline 60a of centri-
fuge rotation to a point of intersection 61 on any one of
the thirty-four spiral vanes 38 forms a 45 degree includ-
ed angle 60b with a tangent line 62 to the spiral vane
curvature at the point of intersection (FIG. 2). This
unique geometry applies to the convex and concave
portions of the main body of each spiral vane and does
notinclude either the curved portion 57 or the turbulence
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shield 58. The included angle, which in the preferred
embodiment is 45 degrees, can be described as the spi-
ral vane angle for the spiral vane module and for the
corresponding centrifuge. It is envisioned that the pre-
ferred range for the included angle will be from 30 to 60
degrees. Where the earlier referenced '912 and '217
patents defined a cone angle, typically 45 degrees
based on the slope or incline of the conical wall of each
cone, the present invention defines a spiral vane angle.
[0041] Inthe process of the flow passing through gaps
37, the particulate matter to be separated drifts across
the gap in an outward, generally radial path through the
gap between adjacent vanes 38 due to a radial centrif-
ugal force component. This particulate matter actually
drifts upstream relative to the direction of flow in a man-
ner similar to what occurs with the aforementioned
cone-stack subassembly designs of the '912 and '217
patents. Once the particles comprising the particulate
matter to be separated from the liquid flow reach the
concave inward spiral surface of the corresponding
vane (see FIG. 5), they migrate radially outward in the
absence of flow velocity due to the fluid boundary layer.
This radially outward path is in the direction of the sludge
collection or quiescent zone 50. The particles then "fall
out" of the spiral vane module through the continuous
axial slits which are located between the circumferen-
tially discontinuous turbulence shields of the corre-
sponding spiral vanes (i.e., separation gaps 59). As de-
scribed, the function of the turbulence shields is to re-
duce fluid interaction between the flow occurring in the
gaps 37 and the sludge collection zone (quiescent zone
50). While this sludge collection zone is referred to as a
"quiescent zone", that choice of terminology represents
the preferred or desired condition. Ideally this sludge
collection zone 50 would be completely quiescent so
that there would be virtually no turbulence and no risk
of any particulate matter being re-entrained back into
the liquid flow. The turbulence shields 50, as viewed in
a top plan orientation, presently are arranged so as to
create or define a circular profile. However, it is contem-
plated that within the scope of the present invention,
each of these turbulence shields 58 could be tilted out-
ward slightly in order to allow particulate matter that may
collect on the inner surface of each turbulence shield to
also "slip out" into the collection zone. Since there is ef-
fectively a corner created at the location of the curved
portion for each spiral vane, there could be a tendency
for some particulate matter to accumulate in that corner.
By tilting the turbulence shield portion, this corner is
opened so that there is a greater tendency for any
trapped particulate matter to be able to slide out into the
sludge collection zone (quiescent zone 50). This alter-
native shape for the turbulence shield portion is illustrat-
ed by the broken line form in FIG. 5.

[0042] After the flow leaves the gaps between the ad-
jacent spiral vanes and exits the clearance space adja-
cent the rotor hub, it passes to the jet nozzles where it
is discharged at high velocity, causing the rotor to rotate



11 EP 1 142 644 A2 12

at high speed due to the reaction force. As an alternative
to this configuration, the specific rotor could be driven
by a rotor-mounted impulse turbine. Additionally, the
molded spiral vane module is "encapsulated" inside a
sludge-containing liner shell/base plate assembly simi-
lar to that disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,637,217. This
particular configuration allows the quick the easy serv-
icing of the centrifuge rotor since the sludge is contained
entirely within the inner capsule and no scraping or
cleaning is necessary. Alternatively, the spiral vane
module of the present invention could replace a cone-
stack subassembly included as part of a fully disposable
centrifuge rotor design.

[0043] Referring to FIG. 6, a diagrammatic side-by-
side illustration is provided which shows on the left side
of the centrifuge 63 one-half of a typical prior art cone-
stack subassembly 64 and on the right side one-half of
spiral vane module 21 according to the present inven-
tion. The FIG. 6 illustration is intended to reinforce the
previous description which indicated that the spiral vane
module 21 of the present invention is or can be a sub-
stitution for the prior art cone-stack assembly as depict-
edin U.S. PatentNos. 5,575,912;5,637,217;6,017,300;
and 6,019,717. While the design of the corresponding
base plates 65 and 33 changes slightly between the two
styles, the balance of the centrifuge construction is vir-
tually identical for each style.

[0044] Referring to F IGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, three al-
ternative design embodiments for the style of spiral
vanes to be used as part of the spiral vane module are
illustrated. While still keeping within the same context of
the theory and functioning of the present invention and
while still maintaining the concept of replacing the prior
art cone-stack subassembly with a spiral vane module,
any one of these alternative designs can be utilized.
[0045] InFIG. 7A, the curved spiral vanes 38 of mod-
ule 21 are replaced with vanes 68 having substantially
flat, planar surfaces. The vanes 68 are offset so as to
extend outwardly, but not in a pure radial manner. The
top plan view of FIG. 7A shows a total of twenty-four
vanes or linear plates 68, but the actual number can be
increased or decreased depending on such variables as
the overall size of the centrifuge, the viscosity of the lig-
uid, and the desired efficiency as to particle size to be
separated. The pitch angle (o) or incline of each plate
is another variable. While each plate 68 is set at the
same radial angle (o), the selected angle can vary. The
choice for the angle depends in part on the speed of
rotation of the centrifuge.

[0046] InFIG. 7B, the individual vanes 69 are curved,
similar to the style of vanes 38, but with a greater degree
of curvature, i.e., more concavity. Further, each individ-
ual vane 69 has a gradually increasing curvature as it
extends away from bearing tube 22. This vane shape is
described as a "hyper-spiral" and is geometrically de-
fined in the following manner. First, using a radial line
72 drawn from the axial centerline of bearing tube 22
which is also the axial centerline of module 21, have this
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line intersect a point 73 on the convex surface of.one
vane. Drawing a tangent line 74 to this point of intersec-
tion 73 defines an included angle 75 between the radial
line and the tangent line. The size of this included angle
75 increases as the point of intersection 73 moves far-
ther away from bearing tube 22. The theory with this al-
ternative spiral vane embodiment is to shape each vane
so that there is a constant particle slip rate as the g-force
increases proportionally with the distance from the axis
of rotation. With the exception of the curvature geometry
for each vane 69, the spiral vane module diagrammati-
callyillustrated in FIG. 7B is identical to spiral vane mod-
ule 21.

[0047] In FIG. 7C, the spiral vane design for the cor-
responding module is based on the vane 69 design of
FIG. 7B with the addition of partial splitter vane 70.
There is one splitter vane 70 between each pair of full
vanes 69 and the size, shape, and location of each one
is the same throughout the entire module. The splitter
vanes 70 are similar to those used in a turbocharger
compressor in order to increase the total vane surface
area whenever the number of vanes and vane spacing
may be limited by the close spacing at the hub inside
diameter.

[0048] Other design variations or considerations for
the present invention include variations for the manu-
facturing and molding methods. For example, the gen-
erally cylindrical form of the molded vanes (or plates)
can be extruded as a continuous member and then cut
off at the desired axial length or height and assembled
to a separately manufactured, typically molded, top
plate. The top plate is molded with the desired inlet holes
and divider shields as previously described as part of
module 21.

[0049] Another design variation which is contemplat-
ed for the present invention is to split the spiral vane
module into two parts, a top half and a cooperating bot-
tom half. This manufacturing technique would be used
to avoid molding difficulties that may arise from close
vane-to-vane spacing. After fabrication of the two
halves, they are joined together into an integral module.
In this approach, it is envisioned that the top plate will
be molded in a unitary manner with the top half of the
vane subassembly and that the base plate will be mold-
ed in a unitary manner with the bottom half of the vane
subassembly.

[0050] The spiral vane module 21 and/or any of the
three alternative (spiral) vane styles of FIGS. 7A, 7B,
and 7C can be used in combination with an impulse-
turbine driven style of centrifuge 80 as illustrated in FIGS
8 and 8A. For this illustration, spiral vane module 21 has
been used. The impulse-turbine arrangement 81 is dia-
grammatically illustrated in FIG. 8A.

[0051] Itis also envisioned that spiral vane module 21
and/or any of the three alternative (spiral) vane styles
of FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C can be used as part of a dis-
posable rotor 82 which is suitable for use with a coop-
erating centrifuge (not illustrated). Spiral vane module
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21 has been included in the FIG. 9 illustration. It is also
envisioned that the disposable rotor 82 of FIG. 9 can be
used in combination with an impulse-turbine driven style
of centrifuge, such as centrifuge 80.

[0052] While the invention has been illustrated and
described in detail in the drawings and foregoing de-
scription, the same is to be considered as illustrative and
not restrictive in character, it being understood that only
the preferred embodiment has been shown and de-
scribed and that all changes and modifications that
come within the spirit of the invention are desired to be
protected.

Claims

1. A centrifuge (20, 80) for separating particulate mat-
ter out of a liquid which is flowing through said cen-
trifuge, said centrifuge comprising:

a base (29);

a centrifuge shell (28) assembled to said base
and defining therewith a hollow interior space;
a hollow rotor hub (39) having a central axis of
rotation and being assembled into said base
and extending through said hollow interior
space;

a support plate (33) positioned within said hol-
low interior space and arranged to define at
least one flow exit opening (32;33b); and

a separation vane module (21) positioned in
said hollow interior space and constructed and
arranged so as to extend around said hollow
rotor hub and so as to be supported by said sup-
port plate, said separation vane module includ-
ing a plurality of axially-extending and spaced-
apart separation vanes (25;68;69).

2. A centrifuge as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
separation vane module includes a top plate (27)
which defines a plurality of inlet holes (26) for liquid
flow into said separation vane module.

3. A centrifuge as claimed in claim 2, wherein said
separation vane module includes a radially-extend-
ing divider shield (44) in order to facilitate the flow
of liquid into said inlet holes.

4. A centrifuge as claimed in claim 2 or 3, wherein
each separation vane of said plurality of separation
vanes includes a curved portion (57) which is
shaped to partially encircle a corresponding one of
said plurality of inlet holes.

5. A centrifuge as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein said separation vane module is a unitary
molded member.
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6.

10.

1.

12.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein each pair of adjacent separation
vanes defines a gap (37) therebetween, the circum-
ferential width of each gap increasing as the gap
extends outwardly in the direction of said centrifuge
shell.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein each separation vane of said plu-
rality of separation vanes includes a turbulence
shield (58) in order to reduce flow turbulence of any
liquid exiting said separation vane module in a ra-
dial direction from between adjacent separation
vanes.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein each separation vane (25;69) of
said plurality of separation vanes has a curved
shape.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the angle defined by a radially ex-
tending line from the axis of rotation that intersects
a separation vane and a tangent line to the point of
intersection is between 30 degrees and 60 degrees.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of claims 1to 7,
wherein each separation vane (68) of said plurality
of separation vanes has a hyper-spiral shape.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of claims 1to 7,
wherein each separation vane (68) of said plurality
of separation vanes has a substantially planar
shape.

A centrifuge as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said support plate is arranged to co-
operate with said hollow rotor hub to define a said
flow exit opening (32).
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