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(54) Leather perching machine

(57) An improved perching machine, in particular for
softening and stretching industrial hides or the like, com-
prises at least one first section (5) and at least one sec-
ond section (5') operationally coupled and located
downstream of the first section; each section (5; 5') is
formed by at least one pair of mutually facing conveyor
belts (6, 7; 6', 7') for retaining and conveying the hides
(P) and by at least one pair of plates (10, 12; 11, 13; 10',
12'; 11', 13') substantially parallel to the belts (6, 7; 6',
7') and acting on opposite sides thereof for softening
and stretching the hides. The pair of conveyor belts (6',

7') of the downstream section has a feed speed (V')
greater than that (V) of the pair of belts (6, 7) of the up-
stream section (5). Each section (5; 5') comprises inde-
pendent motors (20, 20') operating a respective pair of
conveyor belts (6, 7; 6', 7') so as to impart varied speeds
(V', V) thereto. The ratio (V'/V) between the feed speed
of the pair of belts of the downstream section and the
speed of the pair of conveyor belts of the upstream sec-
tion is between 1 and 4 and preferably equal to about
1.2. The advantage of exerting a greater stretching force
on the hides in the longitudinal direction when passing
from one section to the next one is obtained.
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