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(54) Set of frame elements for glass blocks and method for installing them

(57) A set of frame elements for laying glass blocks,
opaque bricks or the like, comprising a modular ele-
ment, comprising at least one first wing (2) and at least
one second wing (3) which are arranged at an angle to
each other and have a common comer end (4), said first
wing (2) having, at its longitudinal ends (6), coupling
means (7a,7b,8a,8b) which are suitable to couple said
first wing (2) of said modular element (1) to a first wing
(2) of at least one adjacent modular element (1), and

further comprising engagement means both at the free
longitudinal ends (6,15) of said first (2) and second (3)
wings and at said corner end (4) in order to allow the
coupling of said first wing (2) and of said second wing
(3) of said modular element (1) respectively to a second
wing (3) of at least one adjacent modular element (1)
and to a first wing (2) of at least one other adjacent mod-
ular element (1) so as to form a lattice-like structure for
supporting and containing said glass blocks.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a set of mod-
ular frame elements and to the method for installing
them, particularly for building walls made of glass
blocks, opaque bricks or the like.
[0002] Several technical solutions have already been
proposed with the aim of simplifying and speeding up
the on-site building of glass block walls. For example,
mention can be made of procedures which use bricks
already provided with a containment frame which covers
the four perimetric faces of each brick and is provided
with coupling means suitable to ensure the mutual fixing
of contiguous bricks.
[0003] A procedure having currently a wider practical
application entails providing glass block walls by install-
ing on-site one or more prefabricated three-dimensional
lattice-like structures or grids, made for example of com-
pressed vibrated reinforced concrete, which delimit a
plurality of modular cells or seats which are meant to
accommodate a corresponding number of brick-like el-
ements. The seating of each brick within a respective
cell and its sealing on the grid complete the work.
[0004] The main drawback of glass block walls built
by means of the above described methods relates to the
high costs required for their installation.
[0005] In fact, besides requiring highly specialized
and accordingly very expensive labor for their execu-
tion, these methods provide for the use of glass blocks
provided with prefabricated lattice-like structures or con-
tainment frames which commercially have a scarcely
competitive cost. In the case of glass blocks provided
with a frame, for example, a significant fraction of the
overall cost of the finished product is linked to the oper-
ation for applying the frame to each brick, which is usu-
ally is not performed by the makers of the bricks but by
specialized laboratories. Since these laboratories are
located in regions which are often remote from the glass
block manufacturers, the continuous transfers, mostly
performed by trucks, of semifinished and finished prod-
ucts can significantly affect the overall cost of each glass
block.
[0006] Moreover, since there are glass blocks of dif-
ferent standard sizes, suppliers are compelled to stock
considerable reserves of frames having different dimen-
sions and decorative characteristics in order to be able
to meet a broad and diversified demand, leading to high
management and distribution costs which inevitably af-
fect the final cost of the finished product.
[0007] Another drawback of glass blocks provided
with a containment frame is that they are not suitable for
building outside walls because of their poor resistance
to atmospheric agents, and for building curved walls
having satisfactory solidity and safety, since it is impos-
sible to rigidly couple the frame of each brick to the
frames of the adjacent bricks.
[0008] Another drawback of the current methods
which use glass blocks provided with containment

frames is that once they are installed, two contiguous
bricks are separated by two layers of surrounding ma-
terial, each of which belongs to the frame of the respec-
tive brick, thus producing an excessive spacing between
contiguous bricks and an excessive use of material and
a corresponding increase in overall production costs.
[0009] The aim of the present invention is to provide
a set of frame elements which is capable of eliminating
or substantially reducing the above mentioned draw-
backs related to conventional technical solutions.
[0010] Another object of the present invention is to al-
low, by means of said set of elements, to simplify the
laying of glass blocks or the like, while making it faster
and cheaper.
[0011] An important object of the present invention is
to allow, by using the novel set of elements, the building
of glass block walls to be a task which can be performed
even by unskilled personnel, with a considerable saving
in labor cost.
[0012] Another object of the present invention is to
provide a set of elements which allows to build external
glass block walls which are capable of withstanding the
attack of atmospheric agents for a long time.
[0013] Another object of the present invention is to al-
low the supply of bricks to be independent of the supply
of the set of frame elements, whose assembly is per-
formed during construction work. In this way, the step of
preliminary installation of the frame on each brick is
eliminated, so as to be able to manage on-demand pro-
duction of the glass blocks according to the require-
ments of demand and therefore reduce inventory with
the consequent overall reduction in the cost of the fin-
ished products.
[0014] Another object of the present invention is to al-
low, by means of the novel set of elements, to build ver-
tical walls which have any curved shape and at the same
time to ensure firm coupling between the individual
bricks and a solid and reliable lattice-like supporting
structure.
[0015] Another object of the present invention is to
eliminate, by virtue of the set of said elements, the need
to have particular profiles which act as initial guides,
since said elements can directly be adapted as border
elements.
[0016] Yet another object of the present invention is
to allow to build walls with said set of elements by using
glass blocks of different sizes (for example cm 9-19 with
19-19 or 11.5-24 with 24-24) for customized aesthetic
structures.
[0017] Still another object of the present invention is
to provide a method which allows rapid laying of the
bricks and of the respective set of frame elements, al-
lowing the building of walls of glass blocks or the like to
be a simple, rapid and above of all, low-cost operation.
[0018] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, a set of elements for laying glass blocks, opaque
bricks or the like is provided which comprises a modular
element, characterized in that it comprises at least one
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first wing and a second wing which are arranged at an
angle to each other and have a common comer end,
said first wing having, at its longitudinal ends, coupling
means which are suitable to couple said first wing of said
modular element to a first wing of at least one adjacent
modular element, and in that it comprises engagement
means both at the free longitudinal ends of said first and
second wings and at said corner end in order to allow
the coupling of said first wing and of said second wing
of said modular element respectively to a second wing
of at least one adjacent modular element and a first wing
of at least one other adjacent modular element so as to
form a lattice-like structure for supporting and containing
said glass blocks.
[0019] Advantageously, said coupling means com-
prise at least one male element, which is formed at the
free end of said first wing or at said corner end, and at
least one female seat provided in said corner end or at
the free end of said first wing.
[0020] Conveniently, the or each male element com-
prises a pin which protrudes from an outer face of said
first wing which is directed away from said second wing,
and the or each female seat is substantially eye-shaped
and is suitable to accommodate a respective pin which
belongs to a first wing of an adjacent modular element.
[0021] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, a method for building a wall of bricks, such as
glass blocks, opaque bricks or the like, comprising the
steps of:

arranging on the supporting surface a substantially
horizontal initial guide;
arranging, at one end of said horizontal initial guide,
a substantially vertical initial guide;
placing a first brick, without any border element, at
said horizontal initial guide and adjacent to said ver-
tical initial guide;
applying a first modular element on said first brick
so that said first wing and said second wing abut
against a respective free face of the perimetric edge
of said first brick;
placing a second brick adjacent to said first brick;
placing a second modular element on said second
brick so that said coupling means delimited at the
free end of said first wing of said second modular
element mates with said coupling means provided
in said corner end of said first wing which belongs
to said first modular element.

[0022] Advantageously, said method entails laying a
third brick on top of said first brick and placing a third
modular element on top of said third brick so that said
engagement means delimited at the free end of said
second wing of said third modular element locks on said
engagement means provided in said corner end of said
first wing which belongs to said first modular element.
[0023] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become better apparent from the

following detailed description of some currently pre-
ferred embodiments thereof, illustrated only by way of
non-limitative example in the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

Figure 1 is an axonometric view of a modular ele-
ment according to the invention, seen from the outer
part;
Figure 2 is an axonometric view of the modular el-
ement of Figure 1, seen from the inner part;
Figure 3 is an enlarged-scale side elevation view of
the modular element of Figure 1;
Figure 4 is a sectional view of the modular element,
taken along the plane IV-IV of Figure 3 so as to show
the inner face of a first wing;
Figure 5 is a plan view of the outer face of the wing
of Figure 4;
Figure 6 is a plan view of a second wing of the mod-
ular element according to the invention, seen from
its outer face;
Figure 7 is an axonometric view of a first wing ob-
tained from the modular element by virtue of a cut
performed along the plane VII-VII of Figure 1;
Figure 8 is an axonometric view of a second wing
obtained from the modular element by virtue of a
cut performed along the plane VIII-VIII of Figure 1;
Figure 9 is a side elevation view, with some parts
shown in cross-section, of a portion of a wall made
of glass blocks with a frame formed by virtue of
modular elements according to the invention;
Figure 10 is a top view of a connecting element;
Figure 11 is a side elevation view of a connecting
element; and
Figure 12 is a top view of a wall portion with a con-
necting element combined with modular elements
coupled to glass blocks.

[0024] With reference to the above figures, a modular
element according to the invention, designated by the
reference numeral 1, is preferably L-shaped and com-
posed of a first wing 2 and a second wing 3 which have
a corner end 4 in common and act, during use, respec-
tively as a stringer element and as an upright element
for a frame 22 for containing, for example, glass blocks
5 (Figure 9).
[0025] As shown in Figure 1, both the stringer wing 2
and the upright wing 3 can be constituted by profiled el-
ements, preferably made of rigid and lightweight mate-
rial, such as for example wood or rigid plastics, which
can have an internal structure having different shapes
(for example cells) according to requirements.
[0026] Advantageously, the stringer wing 2 can have
both at its free end 6 and at its corner end 4, coupling
means by way of which it can couple to a stringer wing
2 which belongs to a contiguous corner element 1.
[0027] Preferably, the coupling means comprise a
pair of eyes 7a and 7b, which act as a female seat and
protrude longitudinally from the free end 6 of the stringer
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wing 2, and a pair of pins 8a and 8b which protrude from
a surface 9, see Figures 1, 3 and 5, which is substantially
flat and is formed at the corner end 4 of the stringer wing
2, and are meant to act as male elements in the coupling
with the respective eyes 7a and 7b of an adjacent corner
element 1.
[0028] As shown in Figures 1 and 3, the surface 9 is
advantageously recessed with respect to the upper face
10 of the stringer wing 2 and lies at a depth, with respect
to it, which is equal to the thickness of the protruding
eyes 7a and 7b, which are in turn thinner than the body
13 of the wing 2. In this manner it is therefore possible
to obtain, after coupling the eyes 7a and 7b of one corner
element 1 with the pins 8a and 8b of an adjacent comer
element 1, the co-planar arrangement of the faces 10 of
the two coupled stringer wings 2. Figures 2 and 3 show,
in particular, that the difference in thickness between the
wings 7a and 7b and the body 13 of the wing 2 forms,
at the end 6 of the wing 2, a pair of shoulders 14a and
14b which are meant to abut against the surface 9 which
lies at the base of the respective pins 8a and 8b of an
adjacent wing 2.
[0029] Advantageously, a modular element 1 is fur-
thermore provided with engagement means which are
preferably located at the free ends 6 and 15, respective-
ly, of the stringer wing 2 and upright wing 3 and the cor-
ner end 4 and are meant to provide a coupling, for ex-
ample of the interlocking type, between two adjacent
and superimposed modular elements 1.
[0030] Said engagement means can comprise, for ex-
ample, a pair of protrusions or feet 16a and 16b which
protrude longitudinally from the free end 15 of the up-
right wing 3 and a pair of insertion seats 17a and 17b
which are formed at the abutment surface 9. Preferably,
the feet 16a and 16b are shaped like a parallelepiped
and are slightly thinner than the body 20 of the wing 3
(see Figure 2) while the insertion seats 17a and 17b are
cavities (see Figures 1 and 5) whose cross-section cor-
responds to the transverse cross-section of the respec-
tive feet 16a and 16b and whose depth is greater than,
or equal to, the length of said feet.
[0031] Furthermore, the eyes 7a and 7b of the free
end 6 of the wing 2 also can be considered as engage-
ment means, since they act as abutment elements dur-
ing the insertion of the feet 16a and 16b of a stringer
wing 3 within the respective cavities 17a and 17b of an
adjacent wing 2 and as elements for locking them in the
active position through the friction generated, during
use, between the internal lateral surfaces 18a and 18b
of the eyes 7a and 7b and the external lateral surfaces
19a and 19b of the feet 16a and 16b.
[0032] As shown in Figures 2 and 4, the wings 2 and
3 of a modular element 1 can have, on their respective
internal faces 21 and 23, a longitudinal surface 25 which
is slightly inclined and recessed with respect to the re-
maining portion 26 of the faces 21 and 23, so as to de-
limit a slot 24 which affects the entire length of the two
wings. Thanks to the slots 24, the stringer wings 2 and

the upright wings 3 of each modular element 1 are ca-
pable of adhering perfectly to the perimetric faces of the
respective brick 5, since they are provided so as to ac-
commodate, during use, a respective continuous ridge
(not shown in the figures) which is usually present on
the perimetric faces of glass blocks 5.
[0033] In order to be able to associate a reinforcement
frame (not shown in the figures) with a containment
frame 22 (see Figure 9), each corner element 1 is ad-
vantageously provided with at least one pair of longitu-
dinal seats 31 which are meant to accommodate a re-
spective metal rod or wire whose cross-section corre-
sponds to the transverse cross-section of the seats 31.
As shown in Figures 1, 5 and 6, the seats 31 are pref-
erably longitudinal slots which can be continuous, if the
wings 2 and 3 are solid, or can be formed at a plurality
of cross-members 32, thus delimiting spaced abutments
which are meant to act as seats for the elements that
constitute the frame.
[0034] As shown in Figures 7 and 8, the stringer wing
2 and the upright wing 3 that form a modular element 1
can be mutually separated, for example by means of a
cut performed along section planes of Figure 3, so as to
obtain respectively a stringer element 30a and an up-
right element 30b which are flat and can be used as
starting elements or generally as finishing elements dur-
ing the building of a wall 34. In particular, the stringer
element 30a of Figure 7 is advantageously provided with
the coupling means (i.e., the eyes 7a and 7b and the
pins 8a and 8b) and with the engagement means, i.e.,
the cavities 17a and 17b and the shoulders 18a and 18b,
while the upright element 30b of Figure 8 is provided
with the feet 16a and 16b and the cavities 17a and 17b,
which act as engagement means, and the pins 8a and
8b, which are suitable to act as coupling means for cou-
pling, during use, to the respective eyes 7a and 7b of
an adjacent module 1.
[0035] Figures 10 to 12 illustrate a connecting ele-
ment 40 for building a wall, for example a corner wall,
or for connecting various walls.
[0036] In particular, the element 40 has a substantially
square edge; at at least two adjacent sides 41a and 41b,
the element 40 has coupling means or advantageously
engagement means for the coupling of said connecting
element to the modular elements.
[0037] As shown more clearly in the above cited fig-
ures, the connecting element conveniently has, at the
side 41a, engagement means, for example two protru-
sions or feet 16a and 16b, which protrude substantially
at right angles to the plane of arrangement of the con-
necting element, and a pair of insertion seats 17a and
17b.
[0038] Furthermore, the sides 41b, 41c, 41d and 41e
have coupling means for the coupling of the element 40
to modular elements: in particular, the coupling means
consist of a pair of eyes 7a and 7b which act as a female
seat for the coupling means located at the modular ele-
ments.
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[0039] With modular elements 1 such as the ones de-
scribed above it is thus possible to build a wall 34 made
of glass blocks 5 or the like (see Figure 9) particularly
rapidly and easily. The method for building the wall 34
in fact entails assembling on site the bricks 5 and the
modular elements 1 according to a sequence of opera-
tions which can be performed even by unskilled person-
nel.
[0040] First of all it is necessary to arrange on the sur-
face from which a wall 34 is meant to rise an initial guide
(not shown in the figures), provided by laying a se-
quence of stringer elements 30a, for example, aligned
one after the other and mutually coupled by virtue of the
insertion of the pins 8a and 8b of a stringer element 30a
within the eyes 7a and 7b of an adjacent stringer ele-
ment 30a.
[0041] If one intends to build a wall 34 having a se-
lected curvature, an initial guide is provided on the flat
surface by arranging a sequence of stringer elements
30a which are coupled by means of a single pin 8 and
a respective eye 7 so as to be able to set the preferred
angle between two consecutive wings. The laying of a
sequence of stringer elements 30a thus forms a contin-
uous footing which acts as a supporting base and as an
initial guide for building a vertical wall 34.
[0042] If one intends to start laying the bricks 5 for ex-
ample from the left shoulder of the wall 34, it is neces-
sary to arrange an upright element 30b in a vertical po-
sition, inserting its feet 16a and 16b within the cavities
17a and 17b of the first stringer element 30a on the left.
One then proceeds with the laying of a first glass block
5, superimposing it on the first stringer element 30a on
the left and arranging it adjacent to the upright element
30b placed earlier, after depositing an adhesive material
on the perimetric faces of the glass block 5 and on the
exposed faces of the stringer element 30a and of the
upright element 30b.
[0043] In the point where one wishes to obtain two
walls at a mutual angle of 90° (or for example a T), one
arranges (continuing with the arrangement of the glass
blocks along the directions and orientations indicated by
the arrows 50, 51, 52 and 53), for each row of glass
blocks, and therefore correspondingly for each modular
element, a connecting element, coupling the engage-
ment means 16a and 16b with respective coupling
means of modular elements which lie along the direction
indicated for example by the arrow 50.
[0044] If one is not interested in laying glass blocks
along certain directions, it is sufficient to remove from
the connecting elements the pairs of eyes 7a and 7b
that are not used and then continue with the laying proc-
ess along the directions of interest, coupling the cou-
pling means present on the elements 40 to the engage-
ment means of the modular elements.
[0045] Subsequently, adhesive material is also
placed on the inner faces 21 and 23 of the stringer wing
2 and of the upright wing 3 of a modular element 1, which
is then superimposed on the freshly laid brick 5 so as to

make the faces 21 and 23 of the element 1 adhere to
the two perimetric faces of the brick 5 that are still free.
The correct fixing of the modular element 1 is ensured
by the interlocking of the feet 16a and 16b of the comer
element 1 between the eyes 7a and 7b of the first string-
er element 30a and by the insertion of its eyes 7a and
7b within the pins 8a and 8b of the upright element 30b.
At this point one proceeds by laying the second brick 5,
for example laterally to the first one, which is arranged
so as to abut with a perimetric face against the outer
face 11 of the upright element 30b of the previously ap-
plied modular element 1. Before arranging a second cor-
ner element 1 on the second brick 5, adhesive material
is applied to the perimetric faces of the brick 5, to the
internal faces 21 and 23 of the corner element 1 and at
its coupling and engagement means, so as to make the
coupling between two adjacent corner elements perma-
nent. The next step consists therefore in applying the
second corner element 1 on the second brick 5, so that
the eyes 7a and 7b enter the pins 8a and 8b of the first
corner element 1 until a co-planar arrangement is ob-
tained between the upper edges 12a and 12b of the
eyes 7a and 7b of the second corner element 1 and the
upper face 10 of the stringer wing 2 of the first corner
element 1.
[0046] Once the laying of a first row of bricks 5 has
been completed, one proceeds by arranging at the left
end of the wall 34 an upright element 30b which is su-
perimposed on the first one and is interlocked therewith
by virtue of the insertion of its feet 16a and 16b within
the cavities 17a and 17b of the other element. The laying
of the wall 34 then continues by following the same se-
quence of operations described above, arranging the
bricks 5 one after the other until a row is completed and
adequately arranging a respective corner element 1 on
top of each one.
[0047] The building of the wall 34 continues until the
intended height is reached, with the precaution of plac-
ing a rod, made for example of steel, in one of the two
slots 31 every time a row of bricks 5 ends, leaving the
other slot 31 free for the vertical rods so as to avoid
crossing them with the previously applied horizontal
ones.
[0048] With the above described modular elements it
is thus possible to build curved walls without having to
renounce stability and solidity of the containment frame
11 of the glass blocks 5.
[0049] The corner elements and the method for laying
them as described above are susceptible of numerous
modifications and variations within the scope of the pro-
tection defined by the content of the appended claims.
[0050] In practice, the materials used, as well as the
dimensions, may be any according to requirements.
[0051] The disclosures in Italian Patent Application
No. VR2000A000055 from which this application claims
priority are incorporated herein by reference.
[0052] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
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signs have been included for the sole purpose of in-
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly,
such reference signs do not have any limiting effect on
the interpretation of each element identified by way of
example by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A set of frame elements for laying glass blocks,
opaque bricks or the like, comprising a modular el-
ement (1), characterized in that it comprises at
least one first wing (2) and at least one second wing
(3) which are arranged at an angle to each other
and have a common comer end (4), said first wing
(2) having, at its longitudinal ends (6), coupling
means (7a,7b,8a,8b) which are suitable to couple
said first wing (2) of said modular element (1) to a
first wing (2) of at least one adjacent modular ele-
ment (1), and in that it comprises engagement
means (16a,16b,17a,17b) at the free longitudinal
ends of said first (2) and second (3) wings and at
said corner end (4) in order to allow the coupling of
said first wing (2) and of said second wing (3) of said
modular element (1) respectively to a second wing
(3) of at least one adjacent modular element (1) and
to a first wing (2) of at least one other adjacent mod-
ular element (1) so as to form a lattice-like structure
(22,34) for supporting and containing said glass
blocks (5).

2. The set of elements according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that said coupling means comprises at
least one male element (8a,8b) formed at the free
(6) end of said first wing (2) or of said corner end
(4) and at least one female seat (7a,7b) provided in
said corner end (4) or at the free end (6) of said first
wing (2).

3. The set of elements according to claim 2, charac-
terized in that the or each male element (8a,8b) is
formed at said corner end (4) and in that the or each
female seat (7a,7b) is provided at the free end (6)
of said first wing (2).

4. The set of elements according to claim 2 or 3, char-
acterized in that the or each male element com-
prises a pin (8a,8b) which protrudes from an outer
face (9) of said first wing (2) which is directed away
from said second wing (3), and in that the or each
female seat (7a,7b) is substantially eye-shaped and
is adapted to accommodate a respective pin (8a,
8b) which belongs to a first wing (2) of an adjacent
modular element (1).

5. The set of elements according to claim 4, charac-
terized in that it comprises a pair of pins (8a,8b)
which are arranged proximate to said comer end (6)

and protrude from a substantially flat surface (9)
which is recessed with respect to the upper face
(10) of said first wing (2).

6. The set of elements according to any one of claims
2 to 5, characterized in that it comprises at least
one tab which protrudes longitudinally from said
free (6) end of said first wing (2) and delimits a re-
spective eye (7a,7b), so as to space the or each
female seat from said free end (6) of said first wing
(2) and allow the coupling of two adjacent modular
elements (1) which are at an angle to each other.

7. The set of elements according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that said engagement means (16a,16b,
17a,17b) are of the interlocking type.

8. The set of elements according to claim 7, charac-
terized in that said engagement means comprise
a plurality of recesses (17a,17b) formed at said free
end (6) of said first wing (2) and at said comer end
(4) and a plurality of protrusions (16a,16b) formed
at said free end (15) of said second wing (3).

9. The set of elements according to claim 8, charac-
terized in that said protrusions comprise at least
one pair of feet (16a,16b) which protrude from said
free end (15) of said second wing (3) and can each
be coupled by interlocking to a respective recess
(17a,17b) delimited at said free end or at said corner
end (4) of said first wing (2) of an adjacent modular
element.

10. The set of elements according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said first wing
(2) and said second wing (3) can be mutually sep-
arated in order to obtain a pair of flat modular ele-
ments which are meant to act respectively as initial
stringer and initial upright for said lattice-like struc-
ture for supporting and containing said glass blocks
(5).

11. The set of elements according to claim 10, charac-
terized in that it comprises means for mutually cou-
pling said first (2) and second (3) wings delimited at
said corner end of said first (2) and second wings
(3).

12. The set of elements according to claim 11, charac-
terized in that said coupling means (16a,16b,17a,
17b) are of the interlocking type.

13. The set of elements according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that it is made of
a rigid and lightweight material, such as PVC, light
alloys, wood and the like.

14. The set of elements according to any one of the pre-
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ceding claims, characterized in that it comprises
at least one slot (24) which runs along an inner face
of said first wing (2) which is directed toward said
second wing (3) and an inner face of said second
wing (3) which is directed toward said first wing (2)
and is meant to mate with a corresponding contin-
uous ridge which affects the perimetric edge of each
one of said bricks (5).

15. The set of elements according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that it comprises
at least one slot (31) which runs longitudinally along
said outer face of said first wing (2) and of said sec-
ond wing (3) and is meant to accommodate, during
use, a respective rod-like element which acts as a
reinforcement tie for said frame.

16. The set of elements according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that it comprises
a connecting element (40) which has a substantially
square edge which comprises, at at least two adja-
cent sides (41a,41b), coupling means (7a,7b)
adapted to couple said connecting element (40) to
said modular element.

17. The set of elements according to claim 16, charac-
terized in that said connecting element (40) com-
prises, at at least one side (41a), engagement
means (16a,16b) suitable to couple to said coupling
means (7a,7b) of said modular element.

18. A method for building a wall of bricks, such as glass
blocks, opaque bricks or the like, by means of mod-
ular elements according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it comprises the
steps of:

laying a first brick on the supporting surface;
applying a first modular element on said first
brick so that said first wing and said second
wing abut against a respective free face of the
perimetric edge of said first brick;
placing a second brick adjacent to said first
brick;
placing a second modular element on said sec-
ond brick so that said coupling means located
at the free end of said first wing of said second
modular element mates with said coupling
means provided in said corner end of said first
wing arranged beforehand on said first modular
element; and
laying a third brick on top of said first brick and
placing a third modular element on said third
brick so that said engagement means delimited
on said second wing of said third modular ele-
ment interlocks with said engagement means
delimited on said corner end of said first wing
which belongs to said first modular element;

and
repeating the above operations, arranging a se-
quence of stacked rows of bricks and respec-
tive modular elements until said wall is complet-
ed.

19. The method according to claim 18, characterized
in that it entails arranging on the supporting surface
a substantially horizontal initial guide.

20. The method according to claim 19, characterized
in that said substantially horizontal initial guide is
provided by arranging sequentially a plurality of said
initial stringer elements, each of which is rigidly cou-
pled to the or each adjacent element through said
coupling means.

21. The method according to any one of claims 18 to
20, characterized in that it entails arranging, at
one end of said horizontal initial guide, a substan-
tially vertical initial guide.

22. The method according to claim 21, characterized
in that it provides said substantially vertical initial
guide by superimposing a plurality of initial upright
elements, each of which is rigidly coupled to the or
each adjacent upright element and to the or each
adjacent stringer element by virtue of said engage-
ment means.

23. The method according to any one of claims 18 to
22, characterized in that it entails distributing ad-
hesive material on the perimetric faces of said
bricks and on the internal faces of the respective
corner elements, so as to achieve permanent mu-
tual bonding of said bricks and of said lattice-like
containment structure.

24. The method according to any one of claims 18 to
23, characterized in that it provides the application
of said adhesive material at said coupling means
and at said means for engaging said modular ele-
ments in order to achieve safe and permanent mu-
tual fixing of said modular elements that compose
said lattice-like structure.
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