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(54) Trenching apparatus

(57) A trenching unit (12) used to cut trenches in the
seabed for laying pipelines or cables.
The unit comprises: a jetting arm (3) with a plurality of
sections, each section having at least one nozzle;
means for supplying fluid to nozzles (8) in at least two
sections; and means (4) for separately controlling the
flow characteristics of the fluid supplied to each individ-
ual section of the jetting arm.

Two or more units of such apparatus can be used in tan-
dem to extend the fluidisation period of a localised area
of the seabed. This is particularly useful when pipes or
cables are relatively stiff. The fluidisation period de-
pends upon the distance between the units which is cal-
culated as a function of the characteristics of the seabed
and the capabilities of the individual units.
The distance between the units is determined by the
length of an adjustable linkage.
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