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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a lockable file and,
more especially, this invention relates to a lockable file
for containing documents.
[0002] There are various known different types of files
for containing documents. One type of known file for
containing documents is a file which is usually known
as a lever arch file. A lever arch file comprises a cover
side and a document storage side. The cover side com-
prises a first cover. The document storage side compris-
es a second cover and a document-receiving device
which is secured to the second cover and which com-
prises first and second prongs which are moved be-
tween an open position and a closed position by a lever.
[0003] Problems sometimes arise with the known le-
ver arch files in that documents are removed from the
files when they should not be. Missing documents cause
annoyance until they are replaced. If the missing docu-
ments are not replaced, for example because they have
been stolen or simply lost, then appreciable cost is in-
volved in terms of the time required for somebody to
make a duplicate copy of the missing documents and
insert them in the file. If the lever arch file is in a place
where it may be examined by the public, then the prob-
lem of missing documents becomes acute. Thus, for ex-
ample, lever arch files in libraries, exhibitions, schools,
colleges and hotel lobbies are very likely to be opened
and have one or more of the documents removed. There
are also instances where security of the documents in
the file are of importance, for example in cases where
the file may contain accounts documents, or legal pa-
pers for use by solicitors or as evidence in court.
[0004] It is an aim of the present invention to obviate
or reduce the above mentioned problem.
[0005] Accordingly, the present invention provides a
file comprising a cover side and a document storage
side: the cover side comprising a first cover; the docu-
ment storage side comprising a second cover, and a
document-receiving device which is secured to the sec-
ond cover and which comprises first and second prongs
which are moved between an open position and a
closed position by a lever; characterised in that the file
has locking means for locking the lever in a position in
which the first and the second prongs are in the closed
position, and the locking means comprises anchor
means which is secured in use to the document storage
side of the file, and a locking device which locks the lever
and the anchor means together for preventing unauthor-
ised movement of the first and second prongs from the
closed position to the open position.
[0006] The file of the present invention is such that
documents can easily be retained in the file simply by
use of the locking means. The locking means locks the
lever in a position in which the first and the second
prongs are in the closed position. The first and the sec-
ond prongs thus cannot be moved by the lever to the
open position and thus security of the documents in the

file is maintained until such time as the locking means
is unlocked.
[0007] The file is preferably one in which the anchor
means is secured in use to the document-receiving de-
vice. If desired however, the anchor means may be se-
cured in use to the second cover.
[0008] Where the anchor means is secured in use to
the document-receiving device, then the anchor means
may be secured to a plate part of the document-receiv-
ing device. The anchor means may be a separately
formed anchor means which is secured by fixing means
to the plate part of the document-receiving device. The
fixing means may be a rivet, nut and bolt or any other
suitable and appropriate type of fixing means. The an-
chor means may alternatively be an integrally formed
anchor means which is formed as an integral part of the
plate part of the document-receiving device. The inte-
grally formed anchor means may be formed as a press-
ing which is pressed out of the plate part of the docu-
ment-receiving device. Such a pressing enables the ex-
isting plate part of the known document-receiving devic-
es easily to be modified to form the integral anchor
means. If desired, the integrally formed anchor means
may be alternatively formed by moulding the plate part
of the document-receiving device.
[0009] In another embodiment of the invention, the
anchor means is an insert which inserts into the docu-
ment-receiving device and which becomes trapped in
the document-receiving device when the first and the
second prongs are in the closed position.
[0010] The insert preferably comprises a longitudinal-
ly extending portion which extends transversely of the
file and into the document-receiving device, and an up-
standing portion which receives the locking device. Oth-
er designs for the insert may however be employed.
[0011] Preferably, the insert is one in which the longi-
tudinally extending portion extends under a movable
base part of the document-receiving device which
moves away from the second cover when the first and
the second prongs are moved from the closed position
to the open position, the longitudinally extending portion
then being trapped under the movable base part when
the first and the second prongs are moved from the open
position to the closed position.
[0012] The upstanding portion of the insert will usually
have an aperture for receiving the locking device. Other
formations for receiving the locking device may however
be employed.
[0013] The file may include sleeve means for receiv-
ing adjacent ends of the first and the second prongs
when the first and the second prongs are in the closed
position, thereby preventing attempts to remove docu-
ments from the file by trying to flex the first and the sec-
ond prongs apart when the first and the second prongs
are in the locked position.
[0014] The sleeve means is preferably made of a
plastics material. If desired however the sleeve means
may be made of a metal. When the sleeve means is
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made of a metal, then it may be in the form of a tube
which is a closed tube, or a tube which has a longitudi-
nally extending slot along its length.
[0015] The locking device may be a key operated lock
and/or a combination lock. The locking device may also
be a sealable device comprising two parts which are
sealed together, for example by heat or pressure. The
locking device may also be a ratchet-operating plastics
locking tag. Such locking devices would normally need
to be cut open in order to gain access to the file but they
may usefully be employed where files need to be stored
in archives where they should not be opened and ac-
cess is not going to be required for a long period of time.
The use of permanent locking devices may be cheaper
than employing locks which are openable and closable
such for example as key operated padlocks and combi-
nation padlocks. Generally, any suitable and appropri-
ate type of locking device may be employed.
[0016] Usually, the file will have two of the first prongs,
and two of the second prongs. The file may however be
such that it has only one of the first prongs and one of
the second prongs, or the file may be such that it has
more than two, for example three, of the first prongs and
the second prongs. Generally, the file can be of any
known construction except that it will include the locking
means.
[0017] If desired, the file may include tamper evident
means for indicating if the locking device has been tam-
pered with. Any suitable and appropriate type of tamper-
evident means may be employed. The tamper-evident
means may form part of the locking device as for exam-
ple in the case of a seal which has to be broken for open-
ing purposes and is. thus able to provide evidence of
the locking device being tampered with and opened in
an unauthorised manner.
[0018] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed solely by way of example and with reference to
the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a known lever arch
file with its document-receiving device being shown
in a closed condition;
Figure 2 is a side view of the document-receiving
device part of the file shown in Figure 1, and in the
closed position;
Figure 3 is a side view similar to Figure 2 but shows
the document-receiving device in an open condi-
tion;
Figure 4 is a side view similar to Figure 2 but shows
the document-receiving device with a plurality of
documents in the form of sheets of paper;
Figure 5 is a view like Figure 1 but shows a first lever
arch file of the present invention;
Figure 6 is a view like Figure 1 but shows a second
lever arch file of the present invention;
Figure 7 is a perspective view like Figure 5 and
shows part of a third lever arch file of the present
invention;

Figure 8 shows part of a fourth lever arch file of the
present invention;
Figure 9 shows locking means for a fifth lever arch
file of the present invention;
Figure 10 is a perspective view of a document-re-
ceiving device for a sixth embodiment of the present
invention;
Figure 11 is a perspective view from the other side
of an insert shown in Figure 10;
Figure 12 is a side view of part of a seventh lever
arch file in accordance with the invention, the doc-
ument-receiving device being shown in its open
condition and without a locking device for ease of
illustration;
Figure 13 is a side view like Figure 12 which shows
the document-receiving device in its closed posi-
tion;
Figure 14 shows in more detail sleeve means em-
ployed in Figures 12 and 13;
Figure 15 shows an alternative sleeve means to that
shown in Figure 14; and
Figures 16, 17 and 18 show different types of lock-
ing devices.

[0019] Referring to Figures 1 - 4, there is shown a
known file in the form of a lever arch file 2. The file 2
comprises a cover side 4 and a document storage side
6. The cover side 4 comprises a first cover 8. The doc-
ument storage side 6 comprises a second cover 10 and
a document-receiving device 12. The document-receiv-
ing device 12 is secured to the second cover 10. The
document-receiving device 12 comprises first prongs 14
and second prongs 16. The first and the second prongs
14, 16 are moved between an open position as shown
in Figure 3, and a closed position as shown in Figures
1, 2 and 4. This movement of the first and second prongs
14, 16 is effected by a lever 18. As can best be seen
from Figure 3, the first prongs 14 move and the second
prongs 16 remain stationary. As can be seen from Fig-
ure 4, the second prongs 16 receive documents in the
form of sheets of paper 20. The sheets of paper 20 are
held in position by an optional clamp 21.
[0020] Figures 2, 3 and 4 show only parts of the doc-
ument-receiving device 12 but it can be appreciated
from a consideration of Figures 1 - 4 that the lever 18
pivots about a pivot 22 on an upstanding member 24
which is formed as a pressing out of a plate part 26 of
the document-receiving device 12. A roller 28 is mount-
ed on the lever 18 adjacent the pivot 22 and the roller
28 rolls along the upper surface of a movable base part
30 of the first prong 14. The roller 28 thus enables the
lever 18 to bring a rolling pressure on the movable base
part 30 on depression of the lever 18 as shown in Figure
3 in order to bring each first prong 14 from the open po-
sition shown in Figure 3 to the closed position shown in
Figure 2.
[0021] The file 2 is such that the first and the second
covers 8, 10 respectively are separated by a spine 32
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as can best be appreciated from Figures 1 and 4. The
construction and operation of the lever arch file 2 is well
known and it will not be further described.
[0022] Referring now to Figure 5, there is shown a first
lever arch file 34 of the present invention. Similar parts
as in Figures 1 - 4 have been given the same reference
numerals for ease of comparison and understanding. In
Figure 5, the file 34 includes locking means 36 for lock-
ing the lever 18 in a position in which the first and the
second prongs 14, 16 are in the closed position as
shown in Figure 5.
[0023] The locking means 36 comprises anchor
means 38 which is secured by a rivet 40 to the document
storage side of the file 34 and, more specifically, to the
second cover 10. The anchor means 38 comprises a
base part 42 which receives the rivet 40. The anchor
means 38 also comprises a ring member 44 which up-
stands from the base part 42 as shown. The locking
means 36 also comprises a locking device in the form
of a lock 46 which locks the lever 18 and the anchor
means 38 together for preventing unauthorised move-
ment of the first and second prongs 14,16 from the
closed position to the open position. More specifically,
the lock 46 has a hasp 48 which passes around the lever
18 and the ring member 44. The lock 46 is a key oper-
ated lock which is operated by a key 50.
[0024] Figure 6 shows a second lever arch file 52 of
the present invention. Similar parts as in Figure 5 have
been given the same reference numerals for ease of
comparison and understanding. In Figure 6, it will be
seen that the anchor means 38 has been replaced by
anchor means 54. The anchor means 54 comprises a
base part 56 which is secured by a rivet 58 to the plate
part 26 of the document- receiving device 12. A ring
member 60 upstands from one end of the base part 56.
The key operated lock 46 is replaced in Figure 6 by a
combination lock 62 having combination discs 64 which
are rotated into the required combination for opening the
lock 62. The hasp 48 of the lock 62 passes through the
ring member 60 and around the lever 18.
[0025] Figure 7 shows part of a third lever arch file 66
and again similar parts as in previous Figures have been
given the same reference numerals for ease of compar-
ison and understanding. The file 66 is such that the lever
18 is shorter than the lever 18 shown in Figures 1 - 6.
More specifically, the lever 18 has an outstanding por-
tion 68 which is adjacent an edge 70 of the plate part
26. This enables anchor means 72 to include an up-
standing portion 74 which is formed as a pressing out
of the plate part 26 and which thus leaves a hole 76 in
the plate part 26. The upstanding portion 74 itself has a
hole 78 for receiving a hasp 14 of a lock such for exam-
ple as the lock 46 or the lock 62.
[0026] Figure 7 also illustrates how the plate part 26
has holes 80, 81, this being because the upstanding
member 24 and the upstanding portion 74 are formed
as pressings out of the plate part 26. Figure 7 further
illustrates how the plate part 26 is secured by rivets 82

to the second cover 10.
[0027] Figure 8 shows part of a fourth lever arch file
84 of the present invention. Similar parts as in previous
Figures have been given the same reference numerals.
The lever arch file 84 has anchor means 86 comprising
a base part 88 and an upstanding part 90 with a hole
92. The base part 88 also has an upstanding part 94
which is on a longitudinally extending portion 96. The
longitudinally extending portion 96 extends transversely
of the file and into the document-receiving device 12.
When this has been done, the upstanding part 94 abuts
against a side of a part 98 connecting the two first prongs
14 together. The upstanding part 94 abuts against the
inside of the part 98 and thus helps to stop the longitu-
dinally extending portion 96 from being swivelled under
the part 98 even when the lock 46 is in position and
locked. A spring sheet member 100 operates under the
part 98 to bias the part 98 and its first prongs 14 to the
open position shown in Figure 8. As can be appreciated
from a comparison of Figure 8 with Figures 5 and 6, the
document-receiving device 12 shown in Figure 8 is of a
slightly different construction to the document-receiving
device 12 shown in Figures 1, 5 and 6.
[0028] Figure 9 shows locking means 102 comprising
the lock 46 and anchor means 104. The anchor means
104 comprises two upstanding parts 106 for receiving
the hasp 48 of the lock 46 via holes 108. A U-shaped
formation 110 has a slot 112 which receives the bottom
of the first prong 14 underneath the part 98. This helps
to locate the anchor means 104 and stop it being swiv-
elled during tampering. A hook 114 locates under the
right hand end of the part 98 and also helps to stop un-
desired movement of the anchor means 104.
[0029] In Figures 6 and 7, it will be appreciated that
the anchor means 54, 72 is an integral anchor means
formed integrally with the plate part 26. In contrast, in
Figures 8 and 9, it will be appreciated that the anchor
means 86, 104 is a separate anchor means which ex-
tends under a movable base part 98 which moves away
from the second cover 10 when the first and the second
prongs 14, 16 are moved from the closed position to the
open position. The anchor means 86, 104 have the il-
lustrated longitudinally extending portions 96, 115 which
are then trapped under the movable base part 98 when
the first and the second prongs 14, 16 are moved from
the open position to the closed position.
[0030] Figures 10 and 11 show anchor means 116
which is in the form of a wedge having a base part 118
and an upstanding portion 120. The upstanding portion
120 has a hole 122 for receiving the hasp of a lock such
for example as the lock 46 or the lock 62. These locks
are padlocks as can be seen from the drawings. The
anchor means 116 can thus form part of a sixth lever
arch file 124.
[0031] Figures 12, 13 and 14 show part of a seventh
lever arch file 126 which utilises sleeve means in the
form of a sleeve 128 on each one of the two second
prongs 16. For simplicity of illustration, Figures 12 and

5 6



EP 1 171 314 B9 (W1B1)

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

13 do not show a locking device but this may be any
suitable and appropriate locking device. The sleeves
128 provide overlap between adjacent ends of the first
and the second prongs 14, 16. The sleeves 128 prevent
the adjacent ends of the first and the second prongs 14,
16 being forced apart by an amount sufficient to remove
some of the sheets of paper 20 even when the locking
means is in its locked condition. The sleeves 128 are
made as tubes of a plastics material.
[0032] In Figure 15 there is shown an alternative
sleeve 130 which is made of metal and which includes
a longitudinally extending slot 132.
[0033] Figures 16, 17 and 18 show three alternative
types of locking device. Figure 16 shows a locking de-
vice in the form of a sealed plastics ring 134. Figure 17
shows a locking device 136 in the form of a plastics
ratchet-type length of material 138 and a clamping body
140. Figure 18 shows a locking device in the form of a
lead seal 142 and a length of wire 144.
[0034] It is to be appreciated that the embodiments of
the invention described above with reference to the ac-
companying drawings have been given by way of exam-
ple only and that modifications may be effected. Thus,
for example, different types of locking means to those
shown in the drawings may be employed. The file of the
present invention may include various types of tamper-
evident means for providing evidence of tampering with
the locking means. The first and the second prongs 14,
16 may be solid prongs or tubular prongs. The ends of
the prongs may have interlocking portions for interlock-
ing with each other. In addition to or as an alternative to
the sheets of paper 20, the documents may include
cardboard documents and plastics files. The file of the
present invention need not only be a file known as a le-
ver arch file and it may be a file of another name and/or
construction, providing the file has the features defined
by the following claims.

Claims

1. A file (34) comprising a cover side (4) and a docu-
ment storage side (6): the cover aide (4) comprising
a first cover (8); the document storage aide (6) com-
prising a second cover (10), and a document-re-
ceiving device (12) which is secured to the second
cover (10) and which comprises first and second
prongs (14, 16) which are moved between an open
position and a closed position by a lever (18); char-
acterised in that the file (34) has locking means
(36) for locking the lever (18) in a position in which
the first and the second prongs (14, 16) are in the
closed position, and the locking means (36) com-
prises anchor means (38) which is secured in use
to the document storage side (6) of the file (34), and
a locking device (46) which locks the lever (18) and
the anchor means (38) together for preventing un-
authorised movement of the first and second

prongs (14,16) from the closed position to the open
position.

2. A file (34) according to claim 1 in which the anchor
means (38) is secured in use to the document-re-
ceiving device (12).

3. A file (34) according to claim 2 in which the anchor
means (38) is secured to a plate part (26) of the doc-
ument-receiving device (12).

4. A file (34) according to claim 3 in which the anchor
means (38) is a separately formed anchor means
(38) which is secured by fixing means (40) to the
plate part (26) of the document-receiving device
(12).

5. A file (34) according to claim 3 in which the anchor
means (38) is an integrally formed anchor means
(74) which is formed as an integral part of the plate
part (26) of the document-receiving device (12).

6. A file (34) according to claim 5 in which the integrally
formed anchor means (74) is formed as a pressing
(74) which is pressed out of the plate part (26) of
the document-receiving device (12).

7. A file (34) according to claim 3 in which the anchor
means is an insert (88) which inserts into the doc-
ument-receiving device (12) and which becomes
trapped in the document-receiving device (12)
when the first and the second prongs (14, 16) are
in the closed position.

8. A file (34) according to claim 7 in which the insert
(88) comprises a longitudinally extending portion
(96) which extends transversely of the file (34) and
into the document-receiving device (12), and an up-
standing portion (90) which receives the locking de-
vice (12).

9. A file (34) according to claim 8 in which the longitu-
dinally extending portion (96) extends under a mov-
able base part (30) of the document-receiving de-
vice (12) which moves away from the second cover
(10) when the first and the second prongs (14, 16)
are moved from the closed position to the open po-
sition, the longitudinally extending portion (96) then
being trapped under the movable base part (30)
when the first and the second prongs (14, 16) are
moved from the open position to the closed position.

10. A file (34) according to claim 8 or claim 9 in which
the upstanding portion (90) has an aperture (92) for
receiving the locking device (46).

11. A file (34) according to any one of the preceding
claims and including sleeve means (128) for receiv-
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ing adjacent ends of the first and the second prongs
(14, 16) when the first and the second prongs (14,
16) are in the closed position, thereby preventing
attempts to remove documents (20) from the file
(34) by trying to flex the first and the second prongs
(14, 16) apart when the first and the second prongs
(14, 16) are in the locked position.

12. A file (34) according to any one of the preceding
claims in which the locking device (46) is a key op-
erated lock (46), a combination lock (62), a sealable
device comprising two parts (142, 144) which are
sealed together, or a ratchet-operating plastics
locking tag (140).

13. A file (34) according to any one of the preceding
claims and including tamper-evident means (142).

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Ordner (34) aufweisend eine Abdeckseite (4)
und eine Dokumentenablageseite (6): wobei die
Abdeckseite (4) eine erste Abdeckung (8) aufweist;
wobei die Dokumentenablageseite (6) eine zweite
Abdeckung (10) und eine Dokumente aufnehmen-
de Einrichtung (12) aufweist, die an der zweiten Ab-
deckung (10) befestigt ist und die erste und zweite
Zinken (14, 16) aufweist, die zwischen einer offenen
Stellung und einer geschlossenen Stellung durch
einen Hebel (18) bewegt werden, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, daß der Ordner (34) Verriegelungs-
einrichtungen (36) zum Verriegeln des Hebels (18)
in einer Stellung, in der die ersten und zweiten Zin-
ken (14, 16) in der geschlossenen Stellung sind,
hat, und die Verriegelungseinrichtung (36) Veran-
kerungseinrichtungen (38), die beim Gebrauch an
der Dokumentenablegeseite (6) des Ordners (34)
befestigt sind, und eine Schließeinrichtung (46), die
den Hebel (18) und die Verankerungseinrichtungen
(38) zusammenschließt, um eine unerlaubte Bewe-
gung der ersten und zweiten Zinken (14, 16) aus
der geschlossenen Stellung in die offene Stellung
zu verhindern, aufweist.

2. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 1, in dem die Ver-
ankerungseinrichtungen (38) beim Gebrauch an
der Dokumente aufnehmenden Vorrichtung (12)
befestigt sind.

3. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 2, in dem die Ver-
ankerungseinrichtungen (38) an ein Plattenteil (26)
der Dokumente aufnehmenden Vorrichtung (12)
befestigt sind.

4. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 3, in dem die Ver-
ankerungseinrichtungen (38) gesondert ausgebil-
dete Verankerungseinrichtungen sind, die durch

Befestigungseinrichtigungen (40) an dem Platten-
teil (26) der Dokumente aufnehmenden Vorrichtung
(12) befestigt sind.

5. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 3, in dem die Ver-
ankerungseinrichtungen (38) integral ausgebildete
Verankerungseinrichtungen (74) sind, die als inte-
graler Teil des Plattenteils (26) der Dokumente auf-
nehmenden Vorrichtung (12) ausgebildet sind.

6. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 5, in dem die inte-
gral ausgebildeten Verankerungseinrichtungen
(74) als ein Preßteil (74) ausgebildet sind, das aus
dem Plattenteil (26) der Dokumente aufnehmenden
Vorrichtung (12) herausgepreßt ist.

7. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 3, in dem die Ver-
ankerungseinrichtungen (38) ein Einsatz sind, der
sich in die Dokumente aufnehmende Vorrichtung
(12) einfügt und der in der Dokumente aufnehmen-
den Vorrichtung (12) festgehalten wird, wenn die er-
sten und die zweiten Zinken (14, 16) in der ge-
schlossenen Stellung sind.

8. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 7, in dem der Ein-
satz (88) einen sich in Längsrichtung erstreckenden
Bereich (96), der sich quer zum Ordner (34) und in
die Dokumente aufnehmende Vorrichtung (12) er-
streckt, und einen aufrechtstehenden Bereich (90),
der die Schließvorrichtung (46) aufnimmt, aufweist.

9. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 8, in dem der sich
in Längsrichtung erstreckende Bereich (96) sich un-
ter einen beweglichen Grundteil (30) der Dokumen-
te aufnehmenden Vorrichtung (12) erstreckt, der
sich von der zweiten Abdeckung (10) weg bewegt,
wenn die ersten und zweiten Zinken (14, 16) aus
der geschlossenen Stellung in die offene Stellung
bewegt werden, wobei der sich in Längsrichtung er-
streckende Bereich (96) dann unter dem bewegli-
chem Grundteil (30) festgehalten wird, wenn die er-
sten und zweiten Zinken (14,16) aus der offenen
Stellung in die geschlossene Stellung bewegt wer-
den.

10. Ein Ordner (34) nach Anspruch 8 oder Anspruch 9,
in dem der nach oben stehende Bereich (90) eine
Öffnung (92), um die Schließeinrichtung (46) aufzu-
nehmen, hat.

11. Ein Ordner (34) nach irgendeinem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche und Hülseneinrichtungen (128)
zum Aufnehmen benachbarter Enden der ersten
und der zweiten Zinken (14, 16) wenn die ersten
und zweiten Zinken (14, 16) in der geschlossenen
Stellung sind, aufweisend um dadurch Versuche,
Dokumente (20) aus dem Ordner (30) durch den
Versuch, die ersten und zweiten Zinken (14,16)
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auseinander zu biegen wenn die ersten und zwei-
ten Zinken (14,16) in der geschlossenen Stellung
sind, zu verhindern.

12. Ein Ordner (34) nach irgendeinem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, in dem die Schließeinrichtung
(46) ein schlüsselbetätigtes Schloß (46), eine ver-
siegelbare Einrichtung, die zwei Teile (142, 144),
die zusammengesiegelt werden, aufweist, oder ein
mit Sperrklinken arbeitender Kunststoff-Ver-
schließ-Anhänger (140) ist.

13. Ein Ordner (34) nach irgendeinem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche und Eingriffe deutlich machen-
de Einrichtungen (142) aufweisend.

Revendications

1. Dossier (34) comprenant un côté recouvrement (4)
et un côté rangement de documents (6) : le côté re-
couvrement (4) comprenant une première couver-
ture (8), le côté rangement de documents (6) com-
prenant une deuxième couverture (10), et un dispo-
sitif de réception de documents (12) qui est fixé à
la deuxième couverture (10) et qui comprend des
premiers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) qui sont
déplacés entre une position ouverte et une position
fermée par un levier (18), caractérisé en ce que le
dossier (34) présente des moyens de verrouillage
(36) pour verrouiller le levier (18) dans une position
dans laquelle les premiers et deuxièmes fourchons
(14, 16) sont dans la position fermée et en ce que
les moyens de verrouillage (36) comprennent des
moyens d'ancrage (38) qui sont fixés en usage au
côté rangement de documents (6) du dossier (34),
et un dispositif de verrouillage (46) qui verrouille en-
semble le levier (18) et les moyens d'ancrage (38)
pour empêcher un mouvement non autorisé des
premiers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) depuis la
position fermée jusqu'à la position ouverte.

2. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 1, dans lequel
les moyens d'ancrage (38) sont fixés en utilisation
au dispositif de réception de documents (12).

3. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 2, dans lequel
les moyens d'ancrage (38) sont fixés à une partie
plate (26) du dispositif de réception de documents
(12).

4. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 3, dans lequel
les moyens d'ancrage (38) sont un moyen d'ancra-
ge (38) formé séparément qui est fixé par des
moyens de fixation (40) à la partie plate (26) du dis-
positif de réception de documents (12).

5. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 3, dans lequel

les moyens d'ancrage (38) sont un moyen d'ancra-
ge (74) formé de manière solidaire qui est façonné
sous la forme d'une pièce solidaire de la partie plate
(26) du dispositif de réception de documents (12).

6. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 5, dans lequel
le moyen d'ancrage (74) formé de manière solidaire
est formé sous la forme d'un élément de pressage
(74) qui est pressé à partir de la partie plate (26) du
dispositif de réception de documents (12).

7. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 3, dans lequel
les moyens d'ancrage sont un insert (88) qui s'insè-
re dans le dispositif de réception de documents (12)
et qui devient emprisonné dans le dispositif de ré-
ception de documents (12) lorsque les premiers et
deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) sont dans la position
fermée.

8. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 7, dans lequel
l'insert (88) comprend une parte d'extension longi-
tudinale (96) qui s'étend transversalement au dos-
sier (34) et dans le dispositif de réception de docu-
ments (12), et une partie dressée (90) qui reçoit le
dispositif de blocage (12).

9. Dossier (34) suivant la revendication 8, dans lequel
la partie d'extension longitudinale (98) s'étend sous
une partie de base mobile (30) du dispositif de ré-
ception de document (12) qui se déplace à l'écart
de la deuxième couverture (10) lorsque les pre-
miers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) sont dépla-
cés de la position fermée à la position ouverte, la
partie d'extension longitudinale (96) étant alors em-
prisonnée sous la partie de base mobile (30) lors-
que les premiers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16)
sont déplacés de la position ouverte à la position
fermée.

10. Dossier (34) suivant l'une des revendications 8 et
9, dans lequel la partie dressée (90) présente un
orifice (92) pour recevoir le dispositif de verrouillage
(46).

11. Dossier (34) suivant l'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, et comprenant des moyens de
manchon (128) pour recevoir des extrémités adja-
centes des premiers et deuxièmes fourchons (14,
16) lorsque les premiers et deuxièmes fourchons
(14, 16) sont dans la position fermée, en empêchant
ainsi des tentatives pour enlever des documents
(20) du dossier (34) en essayant de fléchir les pre-
miers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) lorsque les
premiers et deuxièmes fourchons (14, 16) sont
dans la position verrouillée.

12. Dossier (34) suivant l'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel le dispositif de
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verrouillage (46) est un verrou (46) manoeuvré par
une dé, un verrou à combinaison (62), un dispositif
scellable comprenant deux parties (142, 144) qui
sont scellées ensemble ou un ruban de verrouillage
en matière plastique fonctionnant à la manière d'un
rochet (140).

13. Dossier (34) suivant l'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes et comprenant des moyens
rendant la fraude évidente (142).
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