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(57) A mounting and display system for visual ma-
terial, comprising a mounting card 11 for a photograph
17 or the like, and an envelope having a base 19 and a
top sheet 20 having a window or aperture 23 therein.
The mounting card 11 is of a transparent flexible mate-
rial such that the photograph 17 can be mounted on the
rear of the mounting card, the mounting card slotted into
the envelope, and the envelope securely fixed, thereby

Mounting and display system for visual material

producing a combination which can be posted. Prefer-
ably the system includes a flap 22 at the mouth of the
envelope, preferably forming part of the top sheet, which
can be tucked in or stuck down to hold the mounting
sheet securely. The address will normally be written on
the back of the envelope (like a postcard, in which the
address is written on the opposite side from the picture).
The envelope may be pre-printed with suitable postage,
or any stamps required may be stuck onto it.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a mounting
and display system for visual material, in particularly
photographs.

[0002] When writing short messages to friends, many
people (particularly when on holiday) choose to do so
by using a picture postcard. This is usually a card ap-
proximately 15 X 10 cm, one side having a picture, often
a photographically reproduced scene pertinent to the lo-
cation it is being sold in, and sometimes accompanied
by a message. The other side is left substantially blank,
although it is usual for guiding markings to be printed to
indicate the optimum positions for the stamp and ad-
dress (on one the right-hand half of that side) and mes-
sage (on the left-hand half). The card is fairly stiff and
the picture durably printed so that the card stands a
good chance of travelling through the postal service un-
damaged.

[0003] The disadvantage of using picture postcards
for communication is that the pictures lack personal rel-
evance to the people sending and receiving them. In
contrast, a photograph taken by an individual is unique,
and of personal significance. A photograph may include
family and friends, which is in practical terms impossible
for a picture postcard. Unfortunately most photographs
are unsuitable for postal communications, since the
photograph is flimsy and delicate, and easily damaged
by the rigours of postage. Additionally the rear surface
may not be suitable for writing on and has no guiding
markings.

[0004] Systems for converting photographs to a form
suitable for postage do exist. One of these (US 4 825
574) comprises a supporting medium which is folded in
half to enclose the photograph, with a transparent win-
dow on one half of the medium so that the photograph
can be seen. In order though to secure the photograph
within the medium, a release material must be peeled
back to expose adhesive, the photograph positioned
and pressed down over the window, and the second half
of the medium folded over and pressed down. This proc-
ess is timeconsuming, may result in the photograph be-
ing misaligned, and makes future recovery of the pho-
tograph difficult.

[0005] In applications no GB 2 318 087 A, there is de-
scribed a mounting and display system for visual mate-
rial, comprising a mounting card for a photograph or the
like, and an envelope formed from a base card and a
top sheet comprising a transparent flexible material
such as cellophane. To adapt a photograph for postage,
it is simply mounted on the mounting card, the mounting
card is slotted into the envelope, and the envelope is
securely fixed. Preferably the system includes a flap at
the mouth of the envelope, preferably forming part of the
top sheet, which can be tucked in or stuck down to hold
the mounting sheet securely. The top sheet may be
wholly transparent, or may have an opaque region (eg
as an opaque sheet with a transparent window).
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[0006] This technique, however, presents certain dif-
ficulties, for example in the manufacture of the various
components of the system.

[0007] The object of the presentinvention is to provide
an improved system for allowing a photograph to be
mounted.

[0008] Accordingly the present invention provides a
mounting and display system for visual material, com-
prising a mounting card for a photograph or the like, and
an envelope having a base and a top sheet having a
window or aperture therein, wherein the mounting card
is of a transparent flexible material such that a photo-
graph can be mounted on the rear of the mounting card,
the mounting card slotted into the envelope, and the en-
velope securely fixed, thereby producing a combination
which can be posted. Preferably the system includes a
flap at the mouth of the envelope, preferably forming
part of the top sheet, which can be tucked in or stuck
down to hold the mounting sheet securely. The address
will normally be written on the back of the envelope (like
a postcard, in which the address is written on the oppo-
site side from the picture). The envelope may be pre-
printed with suitable postage, or any stamps required
may be stuck onto it.

[0009] A mounting and display system embodying the
invention will now be described, by way of example, with
reference to the drawings, in which:

[0010] Fig1is aexploded perspective view of the sys-
tem.

[0011] Referring to Fig 1, the system comprises a
mounting card 11, a base card 19, and a top sheet 20,
all of which are rectangular and of similar size. The
mounting card is slightly smaller laterally and longitudi-
nally than both the base card and the top sheet, which
(discounting the top sheet's projections) are the same
size. The top sheet 20 has a large open cut-out 23 as
shown.

[0012] For convenience, the base card 19 and a top
sheet 20 are shown separated, but in fact they are at-
tached together as a single envelope unit. They are pref-
erably of the same material, being formed from a single
sheet of material which is suitably cut, folded, pasted,
and stuck together to form an envelope. This material
should be stout enough to withstand handling in the or-
dinary course of postal handling without sustaining sig-
nificant damage such as tearing around the cut-out 23.
The top sheet is shown with two flaps 24 along the side
and rear edges for this purpose; it is joined integrally
with the base card 19 along its front edge. The remaining
short edge of the top sheet has a tongue 22 protruding
from it. This tongue is tucked fully inside the envelope
between the mounting card and the base card to secure
the mounting card during postage; alternatively, the
tongue may be gummed and stuck to the base card 19
for this.

[0013] The mounting card 11 is of transparent mate-
rial, and has four diagonal cuts 13. The photograph 17
to be sent is mounted on the rear of the mounting card
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11 by slipping its corners into these cuts, which are so
configured as to hold the photograph firmly under a
slight bending tension.

[0014] This mounting card is then slid or slotted into
the envelope formed by the top sheet and the base card.
The mounting card thus forms a protective sheet over
the photograph, preventing any damage to the photo-
graph during the normal course of postal handling. The
material of the mounting card must of course be suffi-
ciently stout for this purpose.

[0015] Since each end of each of the cuts 13 must
correspond closely to an adjacent edge of the photo-
graph for the photograph to be held tightly, their exact
configuration will obviously be determined by what pho-
tographs the system is aimed for. Further groups of four
cuts 15 (or groups of three cuts if one cut is made com-
mon to both groups) may be included on the mounting
card to accommodate different sizes of photographs.
[0016] The dimensions of the system will of course
vary depending on the size of the photographs for which
it is intended. Some relevant legend, either pre-printed
or written by the user, and/or pre-printed pictures, may
be included on the top sheet adjacent to the cut-out23.
The mounting sheet may have printed on it a decorative
frame incorporating and thus effectively concealing the
slots 13 and 15.

[0017] Instead of four slots, the mounting card may
have two slots or even one slot, locating the photograph
against one or two of its edges, so that when the base
card is inserted into the envelope unit, the photograph
is held in position by the combination of the slot or slots
and the inner edges of the envelope unit. As a further
modification, if the size of the photograph is standard-
ized, it may be possible to make the width of the enve-
lope unit match the height of the photograph, so that the
photograph will be held sufficiently tightly in position by
the envelope unit when the mounting unit is inserted be-
hind the photograph.

[0018] The mounting card may have its corners slight-
ly chamfered at one end, to assist in inserting it into the
envelope unit.

[0019] The back surface of the base card 19 prefera-
bly has the usual guiding markings as found on post-
cards to indicate the correct positioning of the stamp,
address, and message.

[0020] This display system allows a photograph
(which may be of either conventional or instant devel-
opment type) to be mounted so that itis protected during
postage, is easy to use, allows the photograph to be re-
covered later, and allows a message relevant to the lo-
cation where the medium is being sold to be superim-
posed or displayed around the photograph.

[0021] Afurther method of fixing the photograph to the
mounting card is to provide the mounting card with an
area of releasable adhesive, ie an adhesive which is suf-
ficiently effective to retain the photograph in position
when the photograph is pressed lightly onto the adhe-
sive area, but which allows the photograph to be re-
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moved from the mounting card without damage.
[0022] The tongue 22 may be tucked into the enve-
lope, below the top sheet, during manufacture, with the
user inserting the mounting card fully into the envelope
and then sliding it back slightly towards the open end so
that its end is caught under the flap. It is preferred that
the flap should be held in place in the tucked-in position
by its inherent stiffness, but an adhesive sealing system
may be employed instead if desired.

[0023] If the mounting card is made sufficiently wide
perpendicular to the direction along which it is slid into
the envelope, the mounting card will be held firmly by
the friction created by the tight fit, and the top sheet's
tongue 22 may be removed from the design.

[0024] The mounting card may be provided with a
fold-out stand, so that it can be removed from the enve-
lope and then stood up to display the photograph.

Claims

1. A mounting and display system for visual material,
comprising a mounting card for a photograph or the
like, and an envelope having a base and a top sheet
having a window or aperture therein, wherein the
mounting card is of a transparent flexible material
such that a photograph can be mounted on the rear
of the mounting card, the mounting card slotted into
the envelope, and the envelope securely fixed,
thereby producing a combination which can be
posted.

2. Asystem according to claim 1 including a flap at the
mouth of the envelope, preferably forming part of
the top sheet, which can be tucked in or stuck down
to hold the mounting sheet securely.

3. A mounting and display system for visual material
substantially as herein described and illustrated.

4. Any novel and inventive feature or combination of
features specifically disclosed herein within the
meaning of Article 4H of the International Conven-
tion (Paris Convention).
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