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(54) IMPROVED STAGE

(57)  The stage is designed to be set up out of doors
for such events as musical concerts, and comprises a
support structure (1) with struts (6) for a floor (2) and
turrets (3) to support the roof (4) and other elements.
Each turret (3) is mounted on a swiveling support (7)
which pivots about a hinged frame (10) suitably attached
to the struts (6) of the structure (1). Each turret (3) is

thus attached to the structure (1), so that the turrets (3)
are stabilized with a minimum space occupied. The floor
(2) is formed by corresponding wooden boards (20) pro-
vided with means for anchoring and immobilization on
the openings of a longitudinal bar attached to a horizon-
tal beam secured between the struts (6) and which de-
fines the support for the boards (20) of the floor.
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Description
OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an improved
stage, of the type which are set up out of doors for con-
crete events such as musical concerts or the like. The
stage has a structure formed from tubular elements,
which supports the floor and vertical turrets which sup-
port the roof and other components.

[0002] The object of the inventionis to provide a stage
in which both the floor support structure and the floor
boards have special characteristics which allow said
floor boards to be perfectly stabilized and fixed in their
horizontal position. A further object of the invention is to
provide a novel turret assembly system which links
these to the floor support structure, providing a great
stability and a simple raising process.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Stages set up out of doors for certain events
such as musical concerts or the like comprise a support
structure, generally consisting of a metal pipe frame-
work, on top of which is placed a floor consisting of a
number of wooden boards. This floor structure is com-
plemented by a number of turrets which support the roof
for the stage and the light and sound equipment, etc.
[0004] The turrets are independent from the stage
and consist of a tubular structure mounted on-site, by
assembling all the structural components of each turret
on the ground and raising these to their vertical position
after they are fully assembled. The raising operation is
performed by several persons or by cranes.

[0005] The drawback of this type of turrets is that a
large space is required for both assembling them on the
ground due to their length and for their support, as once
raised they require a large base for support and stabili-
zation which often requires the use of counterweights to
secure them.

[0006] As regards stage floor which are formed with
the support structure and the wooden floor boards,
these have the drawback of consisting of independent
planks which are placed resting on the tubular support
structure, so that a board could come up if it is not prop-
erly secured when weight is placed on one of its ends,
which can constitute a hazard.

[0007] In addition, Spanish Invention Patent P
9300941 is cited, which describes a scaffolding com-
prising a number of vertical struts attached to corre-
sponding horizontal cross bars and diagonal bars to
form a three dimensional framework which can be dis-
assembled, so that the longitudinal posts, the crossbars
and the diagonal tie rods are attached to the struts by
anchoring jutting parts in orifices which are provided in
rings joined to the struts and placed at regular intervals.
For this purpose the posts, cross bars and tie rods and
provided with end support elements which incorporate
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vertical projections in the form of fingers, and with pas-
sage orifices for tightening wedges which achieve a per-
fect union of the strut and the posts, cross bars or tie
rods.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The stage of the invention presents a number
of novel characteristics. Firstly, the turrets are jointed to
the floor support structure, so that their assembly and
raising operation is simplified and the space required for
supporting the turrets is reduced, as they use the hori-
zontal stage support structure as a counterweight. Also
eliminated is the need for large amounts of space to as-
semble the turrets as they are assembled on the stage
floor.

[0009] The floor support structure is based on the one
described for constructing scaffolding in Spanish Inven-
tion Patent 9300941, cited in the previous section.
[0010] The turret structure comprises a number of
modular components which are assembled on each oth-
er until the required height is reached. The base of the
tower is mounted on a swiveling support which is in turn
hinged to a frame that is mounted on the floor support
struts.

[0011] Said swiveling support comprises a tubular
bracket with joints on its top end meant for attaching it
to the hinged frame that is mounted on the floor support
struts. On its lower end the swiveling supportis provided
with lugs which together with pins locks the swiveling
support to the hinged frame when the turret is raised to
a vertical position.

[0012] A further novel characteristic of the invention
is that the aforementioned swiveling support is provided
on its front end and on its bottom with screw studs which
allow the adjustment of the support base to ensure a
perfect vertical position of the turret, so that the loads
are all transmitted to the ground.

[0013] As regards the union of the hinged frame con-
nected to the swiveling support and the struts which sup-
port the floor, this is achieved by securing elements in
the form of fingers which jut out of the hinged frame and
insert in one of the orifices of the ring provided on each
strut of the floor base. In addition, a tightening wedge is
provided for this securing finger. All of this allows the
use of standard struts of the type employed in the scaf-
folding of the aforementioned Spanish Invention Patent
P 9300941.

[0014] With the above described characteristics, the
turrets are assembled on the stage floor and thus large
spaces are not required for this process; additionally, the
turrets can be raised in a simple manner by as few as
two people, one on the stage floor pushing the turret up-
wards and one which is pushing the swiveling support
on which the turret is mounted, which acts as a coun-
terweight and simplifies the raising operation. Prefera-
bly, however, a motor will be employed mounted on the
swiveling support and which raises the turrets by means
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of an attached cable, winch or chain. This motor can be
the one used to raise the sliding carriage used to place
in position the light and sound equipment and the stage
roof.

[0015] Asrelates to the construction of the stage floor
itself, in addition to the structure described in the afore-
mentioned Spanish Invention Patent 9300941 it com-
prises a number of horizontal beams on which the floor
boards rest and are attached. Each horizontal beam
consists of a horizontal body provided with end ele-
ments for anchoring to the struts, with a longitudinal in-
verted U section having the middle segment placed on
the top and provided with evenly spaced opening in
which insert attachment elements provided in the floor
boards.

[0016] The floor boards are made of wood and
present a pair of tubular frames on their bottom, which
in turn are provided on their end with supports joined to
transverse fingers which slightly jut out and which are
meant to insert in the openings of the U-bar of the hor-
izontal beam. Thus, the boards are secured in place and
cannot move nor swivel.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] The characteristics of the presentinvention will
be better understood in view of the accompanying draw-
ings of a preferred embodiment, where for purposes of
illustration only the following is shown:

Figure 1 shows the stage of the invention with its
novel characteristics, revealing the mannerin which
the turrets are supported and assembled and their
relation to the floor support structure.

Figure 2 shows a side elevation view of the relation
between a turret and the floor structure, as well as
the raising operation of the turret from a horizontal
to a vertical position.

Figure 3 shows a detail of the turret raising opera-
tion which employs a driving motor which acts on a
chain secured to the hinged frame.

Figure 4 shows a detail of the turret assembly on
the corresponding swiveling support and the latter's
relation to the struts that support the floor.

Figure 5 shows a detail of the assembly of the
hinged frame on the floor support.

Figure 6 shows a perspective view of the assembly
of a turret on the swiveling support associated to
two hinged frames with their corresponding ele-
ments for simultaneous attachment to two struts of
the floor support structure.

Figures 7, 8 and 9 respectively show a longitudinal
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top plan view. A longitudinal side view and an end
view of the horizontal beam used to assemble the
floor.

Figures 10, 11 and 12 respectively show a plan
view, a longitudinal elevation view and a side ele-
vation view of the board used for the floor.

Figure 13 shows, finally, a perspective enlarged
view of the system that attaches the floor boards to
the U-bars, which are secured longitudinally and on
their top to the corresponding beam of the floor.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0018] Ascanbe seeninthe above described figures,
the stage of the invention comprises a lower support
structure (1) for the floor (2) and a number of turrets (3),
which in the rectangular shaped example of figure 1 are
four, one on each corner of the stage. These turrets are
meant to support a roof (4) and equipment for lighting,
sound, etc., with each turret (3) provided with a sliding
carriage (5) used to raise these light or sound equip-
ments and the roof, etc.

[0019] As the structure of the lower support (1) and
the structure of the turrets (3) are both tubular, and with
the structure (1) incorporating a number of struts (6)
which support all the tubular bars, the novelty of the in-
vention lies in the method of assembly for the turrets (3)
and in the method of assembly for the floor (2).

[0020] Each turret is mounted on a swiveling support
(7) formed by tubular bars, with a bracket-like configu-
ration, as seen clearly in figure 6, and provided with stiff-
ening bars (7'). Said swiveling support (7) is further pro-
vided with screw studs (8) on its outermost area, that is,
the area farthest from the support (1) of the floor (2).
The screw stud or screw studs (8) are meant to adjust
and level the swiveling support (7) so that the turret (3)
is placed fully vertical and the loads are transmitted to
the ground.

[0021] Said swiveling support is provided with a base
(9) on which is placed the turret (3), as shown in figure
4. This swiveling support (7) which supports and an-
chors the turret (3) is hinged to a hinged frame (10),
which is in turn mounted on and attached to the vertical
struts (6) of the support (1) by attachment elements (11)
consisting of support elements with a wedge (12) and a
lower finger (11') which is inserted in one of the orifices
provided for it in a disc that is joined to the struts (11).
That s, said struts (11) incorporate the discs (13) at cer-
tain positions, shown by the discontinuous line of figures
7 and 8. These discs have orifices (14) in which insert
said downwards-projecting fingers (11') of the attach-
ments (11). The wedge (12) provides the final immobi-
lization which attaches the frame (10) to the strut (6) and
preferably to the two struts (6) of the support structure
(1), as shown in Figure 5.

[0022] The swiveling support (7) is attached to the
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frame (10) by means of the hinges (15) provided on the
top ends of said swiveling support (7), with which this
support is connected to the frame (10), as previously
described. The bottom end of the swiveling support (7)
is provided with lugs (16) used to lock in place the frame
(10) after the turret (3) has been raised and placed ver-
tically.

[0023] In addition, the floor (2) consists of a number
of horizontal beams (17) placed on the support structure
(1). Each beam (17) is longitudinally welded to the side
segments of a U-bar (18). This U-bar (18) is placed in-
verted with openings (19) on its top, middle segment,
the purpose of which will be described below.

[0024] On these horizontal beams (17), and more
specifically on the bars (18) joined to the beams, are
placed the wood boards (20). As shown in figure 10,
these are rectangular planks provided with a pair of lon-
gitudinal bars (21), on the ends of which are supports
(22) with transverse fingers. These fingers are jutting out
slightly so that the boards (20) rest on the top of the bars
(18) with the fingers (23) inserted in the bar openings
(19). After the board (20) is set it is pushed to place the
fingers (23) under the edges of the openings (19), there-
by securing in place the boards (20) so that it cannot
swivel even when its corners are stepped upon and pre-
venting their extraction.

[0025] The turrets (3) are mounted on the floor con-
structed in this manner. Thus, once these turrets are
mounted they are raised to a vertical position, as shown
in Figure 2. This can be performed by as few as two
people, one standing on the floor (2) and pushing up-
wards on the turret (3) and another on the ground, pull-
ing on the swiveling support (7) which acts as a coun-
terweight. The screw studs (8) are used to adjust the
vertical position of the turret (3) once it has been raised.
[0026] The turrets are preferably raised automatically
by a motor (25) mounted on the swiveling support (7),
which pulls on a cable or chain (25) attached to the
hinged frame (10), so that it can raise the turret (3) on
its own and in an automated manner as shown in Figure
3. This motor will preferably be the one used to drive the
carriage (5) mounted on the turret (3) which is meant to
raise the lights and sound equipment, as well as the roof
stage (4).

[0027] It is important to note that in this case, and in
accordance with the structure described, the turrets (3)
are not independent of the structure (1) which supports
the floor but instead are joined to this structure (1).
Therefore, the space which these turrets (3) occupy is
reduced, as they are stabilized by their attachment to
said support structure (1).

[0028] Thebeams (17)are provided ontheirends with
support elements (17') which are similar to the attach-
ment elements of the frame (10) and which attach to cor-
responding discs provided on the struts (6) by insertion
of the bottom fingers of the elements (17) in the orifices
(14) of said discs (13), as shown clearly in figures 7 and
8.
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Claims

1.

Improved stage, of the type which are mounted out
of doors for musical concerts and the like, compris-
ing a support structure (1) for a floor (2) and a
number of turrets (3) which support a roof (4) and
lighting and sound equipment and the like, wherein
the support structure (1) is provided with vertical
struts (6) complemented by beams, cross bars and
tie rods made of tubular bars, while the floor (2) con-
sists of a number of wooden boards (20) placed on
corresponding supports, essentially characterized
in that the turrets (3) are hinged to the structure of
the support (1) by an intermediate swiveling support
(7) on which the turret is mounted; this swiveling
support (7) is hinged to a frame (10) which is at-
tached to struts (6) of the support structure (1), while
the floor (2) consists of horizontal beams (17) at-
tached to the struts (6), which beams (17) are lon-
gitudinally attached to U-bars (18) which are pro-
vided with attachment means that are complemen-
tary to those provided in the wooden boards (20)
which define the surface of the floor (2).

Improved stage as claimed in claim 1, character-
ized in that the swiveling support (7) is made of tu-
bular bars and has a bracket configuration, with at-
tachment rods (7') and one or more screw studs (8)
to adjust the vertical position of the turret (3) when
it is raised, so that the loads are transmitted to the
ground; with said swiveling support (7) being pro-
vided with hinges (15) so that it may pivot about the
frame (10), which is attached to the struts (6) by at-
tachment elements (11) provided with lower fingers
(11") and wedges (12); in addition, the swiveling
support (7) is provided on its bottom with lugs (16)
which with the aid of pins immobilize the swiveling
support on the frame (10) in the vertical position of
the turret (3).

Improved stage, as claimed in previous claims,
characterized in that a motor (7) is mounted on
the swiveling support (7), the action of which effects
the raising of the turret (3) mounted on the floor (2).
This motor is connected to a cable or chain (25) con-
nected to the hinged frame (10). This motor can be
the one employed to drive the carriage (5) along the
turret (3) in order to raise diverse objects, such as
components of the roof (4) of light and sound equip-
ment.

Improved stage, as claimed in claim 1, character-
ized in that the horizontal beams (17) which are
part of the floor (2) are provided on their ends with
elements (17') for attaching said beams (17) to the
discs (13) provided on the struts (6) of the support
structure (1), and with the U-bar (18) that is longi-
tudinally joined to the beam (17) being provided with
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evenly spaced openings (19) in which inserts a fin-
ger (25), which is housed in and partially juts out of
a support (22) provided opposite the ends of a pair
of beams (21) placed on the bottom surface of the
corresponding board (20). 5
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