
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
19

5 
47

8
A

1
*EP001195478A1*
(11) EP 1 195 478 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
10.04.2002 Bulletin 2002/15

(21) Application number: 01203765.1

(22) Date of filing: 04.10.2001

(51) Int Cl.7: E04G 1/26

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 05.10.2000 NL 1016335

(71) Applicants:
• Van Ginneken, Marinus Cornelis Josephus

4611 JV Bergen op Zoom (NL)
• Koevoets, Jacobus Frederikus Maria

4622 AP Bergen op Zoom (NL)

(72) Inventors:
• Van Ginneken, Marinus Cornelis Josephus

4611 JV Bergen op Zoom (NL)
• Koevoets, Jacobus Frederikus Maria

4622 AP Bergen op Zoom (NL)

(74) Representative: Eveleens Maarse, Pieter
Arnold & Siedsma,
Advocaten en Octrooigemachtigden,
Sweelinckplein 1
2517 GK Den Haag (NL)

(54) Hingable yoke for covering scaffoldings

(57) The invention relates to a yoke for covering
scaffoldings, comprising two long poles and a bar
hingedly connected thereto, wherein each pole can be

connected to the scaffolding at different positions there-
of by means of at least one clamp coupling, so that a
flexibly adjustable covering system against bad weather
conditions is obtained.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a yoke for covering
scaffoldings, comprising two long poles and a bar
hingedly connected thereto.
[0002] Scaffoldings are generally employed to enable
work to be carried out on an outside wall of a house or
other building. Examples of such work are painting win-
dow frames and cleaning outside walls. Working out-
doors in bad weather conditions such as cold, rain and
hot sun can result in slowdown of the work and thus dis-
rupt work planning. Because work is disrupted by unfa-
vourable working conditions, much productivity is lost.
A covering in the form of a tarpaulin can be provided on
the scaffolding, so that work can continue during bad
weather conditions.
[0003] Diverse coverings are known for this purpose,
which are rather awkward to fix at great height. An ex-
ample is known from the British patent application GB
2 283 046. Posts are mounted on the corner points of
the scaffolding, while a bar is placed in each case be-
tween two posts. In order to adjust the angle of the bar
relative to the outside wall, one of the posts is construct-
ed from an inner tube which can slide in an outer tube.
The tubes are provided with holes through which a pin
can be placed in order to lock the position of the bar.
The other post is a tube of fixed length. In order to po-
sition the bar from a downward sloping position to an
upward sloping position, the adjustable post and the
fixed post must be interchanged. It is therefore difficult
to adapt the connecting constructions known from GB
2 283 046 to the situation.
[0004] The invention has for its object to provide a
yoke with which a covering, such as a tarpaulin, can be
fastened quickly, this being easy for one person to carry
out. It must be possible to lower the covering quite easily
when wind speeds are too high, so that risks are kept to
a minimum.
[0005] According to the invention the yoke is charac-
terized for this purpose in that each pole can be con-
nected to the scaffolding by means of at least one clamp
coupling. Clamp couplings ensure that the yokes can be
fixed quickly and easily to existing scaffoldings. In addi-
tion, the clamp couplings can engage on the yoke and
the scaffolding at different positions, so that a flexibly
adjustable covering system is obtained. It is very well
possible to continue working in bad weather conditions
with the yoke according to the invention in combination
with fine-meshed nets and/or tarpaulins.
[0006] According to the invention the poles are further
preferably connected in non-releasably hinged manner
to the bar with the purpose of making them mutually non-
releasable and of facilitating adjustment of the yoke. The
long poles have the purpose of using the flexible adjust-
ability as optimally as possible. The bar is further pro-
vided with a curved part which can serve as anchor in
a gutter or behind an edge of a flat roof.
[0007] The yoke is preferably constructed from exist-

ing scaffolding components, so that it can be fastened
to all existing scaffolding components to form a scaffold-
ing construction which can be completely covered.
[0008] The invention further relates to a scaffolding
constructed from side frames and diagonal stays ar-
ranged therebetween, which is further provided with at
least one yoke as described above. When a scaffolding
is provided with two yokes which are each connected to
the side of a side frame of the scaffolding, the scaffolding
can be disposed relatively close to the outside wall with-
out the yokes therein forming an obstruction at the po-
sition of the gutter or roof edge.
[0009] The one yoke is preferably connected on the
outside and the other yoke on the inside of the scaffold-
ing to the side frames thereof, so that the centre-to-cen-
tre distance remains equal and the same scaffolding
tube dimensions can be applied.
[0010] The bars of the yokes can be mutually coupled
by one or more stays to which a tarpaulin can be fas-
tened.
[0011] Owing to the hinges between the poles and the
bar and the flexible clamp couplings between the poles
and the scaffolding, the yokes can be placed in any de-
sired position, so that the yoke according to the inven-
tion can be applied very flexibly.
[0012] The invention will be further elucidated herein-
below on the basis of an embodiment of the yoke ac-
cording to the invention shown in the drawings. In the
drawings:

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a scaffolding
with two yokes according to the invention, and
Figure 2 shows a detail view of the yoke shown in
figure 1.

[0013] A yoke 11 for covering scaffoldings comprises
two poles 1 which are mounted hingedly at 2 to a bar 3.
A curved part 4 is arranged on bar 3. Curved part 4 can
be lowered into a gutter 5 or the like in order to thus
effect an anchoring. This anchoring contributes toward
the stability of the scaffolding. Poles 1 are fixed to a scaf-
folding 7 by means of clamp couplings or swing clamps
6.
[0014] Scaffolding 7 is constructed from two side
frames 10 and horizontal stays 12 and angled stays 13
arranged therebetween. In addition, one or more walk
boards 14 can be provided between the side frames 10
of the scaffolding.
[0015] Yoke 11 can be fixed to scaffolding 7 in any po-
sition using clamp couplings 6 by placing one or both
poles 1 high or low and connecting poles 1 vertically or
at an angle to scaffolding 7. Because poles 1 are mount-
ed hingedly at 2 on the bar, bar 3 can be placed at any
angle relative to the outside wall 8. If a scaffolding 7 is
placed such that a large space occurs between scaffold-
ing 7 and outside wall 8, poles 1 can be placed inclining
toward outside wall 8. Curved part 4 can be lowered in
a gutter 5 at all times. If on the other hand the scaffolding
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7 is placed against outside wall 8 and under gutter 5,
poles 1 can be placed inclining rearward so that here
also the curved part 4 can be lowered into gutter 5. A
covering, such as a tarpaulin, is preferably arranged be-
hind curved parts 4 in the gutter, so that the wind cannot
pass beneath it.
[0016] By placing two yokes 11 on scaffolding 7, a
connection can be made by means of one or more stays
12 so that a frame results on which covering material
can be mounted. If a plurality of scaffoldings are placed
adjacently of each other, they can be provided with extra
yokes 11 in order to interconnect them with stays 12 so
that a long frame is created and covering material can
thus be attached over the entire width. A perfect cover-
ing from above thus results. If for whatever reason ac-
cess must be provided to gutter 5, a plurality of poles 1
can be moved upward or downward without the entire
frame having to be removed for this purpose. The length
of poles 1 comes in useful here in the sense that a very
large opening can be made.
[0017] Yokes 11 are fixed to scaffolding 7 such that
already existing and available horizontal stays 12 and
angled stays 13 can be fixed in close-fitting manner. This
means that yokes 11 are fixed to the side of side frames
10 of scaffolding 7. In figure 1 this means that all yokes
11 are fixed to the left of side frames 10 of scaffolding
7. The centre-to-centre distance is herein left un-
changed.
[0018] In the case of differing outside walls such as
sloping gables, yokes 11 can be placed along the incline
and then be connected to suitable stays 12.

Claims

1. Yoke for covering scaffoldings, comprising two long
poles and a bar hingedly connected thereto, char-
acterized in that each pole can be connected to
the scaffolding by means of at least one clamp cou-
pling.

2. Hingeable yoke as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
poles are connected non-releasably to the bar.

3. Hingeable yoke as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein
each pole is connectable to the scaffolding by
means of two clamp couplings arranged at a mutual
distance.

4. Hingeable yoke as claimed in any of the claims 1-3,
wherein the bar is provided with a curved part for
anchoring to a part of an outside wall on which work
must be carried out.

5. Hingeable yoke as claimed in any of the foregoing
claims, wherein the yoke is constructed from exist-
ing scaffolding components.

6. Scaffolding constructed from side frames and diag-
onal stays arranged therebetween, further provided
with at least one yoke as claimed in any of the fore-
going claims.

7. Scaffolding as claimed in claim 6, with two yokes
which are each connected to the side of a side
frame of the scaffolding.

8. Scaffolding as claimed in claim 7, wherein the one
yoke is connected on the outside and the other yoke
on the inside of the scaffolding to the side frames
thereof.

9. Scaffolding as claimed in claim 7 or 8, wherein the
free ends of the bars of the yokes are coupled to at
least one stay.

10. Scaffolding wherein the scaffolding is a rolling scaf-
folding or a stationary scaffolding.
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