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(54) Ignitor for discharge lamps

(57) The invention provides an ignitor circuit for a
discharge lamp, including a magnetic ballast having a
coil equipped with at least one tapping enabling the bal-
last to be utilized as a pulse transformer; electronic
switching means electrically connected to the ballast,
and a programmable electronic control unit connected
to the switching means and discharge lamp, for activat-
ing the electronic switching means in accordance with
a specific discharge lamp's specifications and the posi-
tion of the tapping along the coil of the ballast.
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